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Chapter 1

Parker Davis sat in an ol d, used Winnebag
observing theapartment building across the street. For almost six months, she tracked
Sophie Durant from one backwater town to the next always arriving anywhere from a day
to a week too late. All indicatiomsow pointed to Sophie staying with her friend Camille
Petersa in the apartment building she nabservedAs she sat andatched a
melancholy of sorts floated over hePortsmouth was homnten years earlieRull
yourself out of it Parkemow is not the time for a stroll down memory lane.
In her five month seal; Parker had exhausted all the usual suspects and began
seeking out obscure friends that Sophie had as a child. Camille Peterson was a classmate
of Sophiebs from kindergarten to her sophomo
approached Ca mie prétenge of aclass rauaion she hit the fackpot. The
woman was more than happy to talk about her

To Parkerds surprise, Camille and Sophie wer
friendship past high sclob
So far, she hadndét spotted the woman, but

Sophie would eventually appeadfo u6r e t he most patihegad per son
partner would say. This was the fifth day of her surveillance and she knew the faces,

names and schedules of everyone who lived in the building. She watched each morning

as the Peterson women left for work and return late each afternoon. Even though she had

no visible sighting of Sophie, she was certain she saw two silhouettes in the vahdow

apartmen®B.

It was midmorning and Parker drummed her fingers on the dashboard wondering,
not for the first time, if she was on the ri
hired her to find her missing stepdaughter indicating that her hustmsdroken hearted
by his daughterdés di sappearance. From her in
|l i ke the woman and coul dndét shake the feelin

merely finding someone. Nevertheless, when the woman offenethdusand dollars
upfront, Parker took the money. Evelyn Durant was so generous that Parker could afford
to pasaup onother cases. This like a gift from the gods anidw o n 6 it slip theough
my fingers.

A police vehicle drove by and Parker sighed. candét bel i eve it i s t
left the Portsmouth police forc&he vividly remembered riding in a squad car with her
partner as they patrolled the stredidi o s e wer e g rVhanshetsawdephie unt i | €&
Durant on the walkway across the stredl her thoughts retreated to the back of her
mind.

AHa, | finally found you Sophie, 0 Parker
Nikon to her eye, pressed a button and the shutter sprang to life rapidlyrcapaah
movement the woman made. Onljqen the woman waspeeding awain a creme
colored Altima did she lower the camera.

In one motion, she rested the camera on the seat, picked up a small silver object
and flipped it open. A smile crossed her face as she watched the steady bright dot move
farther away. ANow dondét you stray too far, o
|l 611 find you again.o



She opened the door, eased her long, lean muscled body out of the Winnebago
and let her eyes scan the area. Satisfied that no one was paying h#&eation, she
fitted a tool belt around her waist and put on a cap with the electric company logo over
her short black hair. With the deliberate casualness of someone with the supreme
confidence in whom and what they were, she walked across theastdegp the very
sidewalk that her target had just used. It had always been her opinion if she acted as if she
belonged, no one would notice her. She made a career out of being nondescript, looking
like she belonged wherever she wemissentially she wasifgettable. Her eyes
constantly shifted as she took in every aspect of her surroundings. Once she reached the
staircase that lead to the second floor, she took the stairs two at a time. Her senses were
on heightened alert when she knocked on the doqguastraent 2B. She did a quick
survey of the hallway then inserted a slender piece of metal into the lock and began to
manipulate it until she heard a click. Again, she looked around before quickly opening
the door and entering the small apartment.

Her darkeyes surveyed the room until she found what she was looking for. It only
took her a few seconds to remove the plate over the telephone outlet and insert a small
listening device. With practiced efficiency, she did the same in both bedrooms and the
kitchenbefore she left locking the door behind her. She looked at her wristwatch and
smiled. AFour mdnateew tebeldeveAt bmil e cros
remember ed her &dudnow Rarkeriya cah sut sirategideshe best of
them but when it comes down to implementatipou sucki Hoisv t hat f or execut

When she reentered the Wi nnebago, she fli
movements and saw that the car had stopped about a mile away. She quickly took off the
utility belt and cap then bent down to replace the heavy work boots with a worn pair of
Nikes. In no time at all, she was in a rusted out van heaowaydthe place where
Sophie had parked. When she pulled into a grocery store parking lot, Parker grmned fo
she knew the store. Absently she bit her inner cheek as imathespast tried to haunt
her.She shook her hedd remove any traces of the pasevertheless they still loomed
This town certainlijhas a way oflredging up old memorieash e n e v ere.SHed m h e
closed her eyes and took a deep breath before she blewThose memories have no
place in my life now

She pulled on a large floppy hat that had long black hair extensions cascading
from inside the brim and looked in the rearview miridow can you be so intuitive
about most things and lack in disguises is beyondTime memories flowed unchecked
and she growled at the i ma(deeedstdyeecheskcomt. A ENnoug
where the womah 6 m p r e SSdplyie Dunanmvent i0 s T pletecthee hook, she
shrugged on an oversized raincoat and adyghticwhite sunglasses. She learned long
ago that the more ridiculous she looked the less likely anyone could give an accurate
description of her face. She looked at herself in the mimdhe visor and laughed.

AAnd, | certainly fit that bill .o

As she entered the store, she snagged a basket and began her search while
throwing various items into the cart. She rounded a corner and paused when giee saw
woman that she thought was Sophig&nt inspecting the cantaloupes. She pushed her
carttowardthe melons andovertly pushed the button of a camera hidden in her lapel
before she picked up a cantaloupéhen the woman lifted her hed@arker snapped
another picture, blkinews h e  w onaed i Is@phieDurant stood across from her



Parker seized the opportunity to capture her
if theydre ripe?o0

Altéds a crap shoot, 0 Sophie said.

There seemed to be a momentaniy glint of f
di sappeared quickly. Wi th a | augh, Parker sa

suspicions. o
Sophie nodded, put a cantaloupe in her basket and casually walked away.
A woman whoseemed to appear from out of nowhenaq stoochext to Parker
sai d, diltto itselhlarwi th store melons. 0
Parker looked at the woman and frownddb w | ong has she been th
believe | missed hefhese twentyour hour surveillances must be gettingtofme&Sso i t 1 s
a crap shoot then?o
The woman | au g,lts dhedeaptahing to doiwitheheerh is take it
home, put it on the counter and when you smell cantaloupe it is,desfeysaid with a
quiet confident air.

P ar keyes Qase the womantheonceo®he certainly isnét a |
classical sense, but dan shehas my attention with that marvelous smile and those
twinkling brown eyesShe removed her sunglasses and $ail,h a n k s, | 60 | do j u:

AHere, 0 the woman said handing Parker a c
y or two. o0
| Om pured tyou chose that o
he woman | aughed again an
can find another. Pl ease, tak
Parker shrugged slightly and took the offeneelon A Th .
the woman again before saying, fiHave
away, but after she went a short distance, she stopped and looked back at the woman.
Hmm, I wonder i f s libamdd igfi vie wees rétr Alharnkbierg a
thoughts stopped when she spied Sophie heaowaydthe cash registers.
Shit!'l need to get to the vaBhe abandoned her cart dndriedtowardthe exit.
She knew better than to let outside forces compromise her case and she almost let the
mysterywoman do just that. H again Yol adlwaysmfowt ner 6 s wo
yourselfoget di stracted Parker. You cané6t do tha
of fi cer dkegoorgartneewillend up dead.

a d
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From her vantage point in the Winngjoa Parker munched on a sandwich as she
watched Sophiebés friend Camille arrive home.
the volume up slightly. Other than the sound
from the apartment since Sophie returfredh her shopping trip. She listened intently
hearing the door open and the woman say, A

The voice she assumedwa® phi ebs s efelmewe algdadmtsemot t e
need to | eave. o
A Spotwhewhei? o
ASome woman at themgrdcery store spoke to
A
n

(e
d

And t hat mak e s madeidthidmiomak doyaoythingrother e

t ha speak to you?bo



ANo! You doné6t wunder st athaimaReaeveniwveek | 6ve be

since | came here and the pedplerear e al ways the sameéuntil to
i Y o uer nagy hetherebeforeAWVhat did she [ ook | i ke?o0
AThe only thing | remember is a big flopp
AShit! o Parker said as she sl ammed her ha
AHair extensions were in the hat?o0
A Y e aahbléasthat ishowit looked ike to m& she wore oversized sunglasses
too. Doesndét that sound | i ke a disguise to yol
AfMaybe she was just eccentric. |1 6ve seen
t owno
ANO! |l Odm telling you she was watching me!
my evil stepmother shows wm your doostep 0
AHol d on a mindtfe ,yo u®ami Idleeads ssied. o | eavi
find you a safe place to go. Al Il have to d
Al dondt know. 0O
ATr usok? ome ,
The ne t thing Parker heard was, AfAunt Gi n,
mouse of her | aptop and started a search for

long for her to find Virginia Grayson who lived in a small town about two hours away.

Herattenbo n t hen turned completely back to the w
Altdés all set up. You can stay at my aunt
AWat eéneven heard of it.o
ANot t oo mdahatysgdoagfergou.d have nexednesdawpff. | will

take yoyintroduce youo my auntand get you all moved in. My aunt is great and | know

you willgetalongvi t h her éeveryone does
A long pause had Parker turning up the volume up. What she heard was

unmistakablé ki ssi ng. fASheds gay?ooughherfileeand sai d as

found pictures of Sophie at all kinds of =eve

mention of her being a lesbian anywhere. She must be a master of disguise if she kept

that a secret. o

Al dondét want you toy.leave, 0 she heard Ca

Il know, but | have to keep you safe. My

s and kills me. o

arker sat up straigtills her? Why?

Come on Sophie wedbve talked about this D

to murder you. o0
ABecausmodty olumaltw s h e 6 STrust ragslzevill gtop atf !

nothing until she has all/l my inheritance. 0
Parker flipped through her notes and until she found the financials on Sophie. She

only read a few lines when she heard the sounds of kissing againddlmuthe familiar

groans of a sexually charged situation. Unable to concentrate, she put the file down and,

feeling |Ii ke a voyeur, closed her eyes and |

before her body reacted vicariously to the sounds. Therzipgeer jeans came down,

and her fingers slid inside. The face of the woman she spoke with in the grocery store

floated into her minddmm, | wonder what her name 8he thought as her fingers glie

inside.
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Chapter 2

The resonance of pullseyurningand a motor pulsing out energy to maintain the
task broke the silence of the warehouse apartrhents i de t he buil di ng, a
picked up the sounandshe sighed heavily'hen, with a shake of her head, she rose out
of the comfortable armchair andtered the spacious work area that dominated the
warehouse conversion. The atmosphere changed significantly for only moments before
she felt relaxed and at ease with her surroundings. Now, the businesslike environment
made her heart pump into action. Thiean lights that blinked rapidly on the console in
the center of the area indicated the activation of the garage door as safeorievedishe
variousgadgetslefiningthe owner of the building.

Amelia watched quietly as the roar of a motorcyclemagut through the

other sounds ithebuilding and slid, with feline grace, into the spot markedtfok
figure clad in black from heatb-toe fluidly disengaged from the machine. At a glance, it
looked as if rider and machine were the same. With gexgliease, the figure removed
the black helmet and a swathe of riotous black hair swung around the beautiful Latino
featured face Olivia Santos was home.

From her vantage point just outside of Ol

in silent fascindon. Her business partnandf r i end and éwell who knew
were to each other, appeared trddne | i a wasnét surprised since
case, or at | e a s ftforthelpasttlirtgsix hohreDark sirbles undenp | i e d
theeyes indicated the fatigue Out si de of that indicator, the
headed for the central computer console, showed little stress to the body.

AHey, you donét need to lurk in the shado

Amelia almost jumped out of hekin at the unexpected observation. With a
rising of her eyes heavenwashe stepped forwarded into the glare of the overhead lights
at the centr twys ciolr eh aotfe Qlti vwhaebns you do t hat,
Olivia eyed the woman idly as a fasrile crinkled the corner dfereyes while
her lips barely registered the emotion. Then, she returned her gaze to the datangomput
on the console from the portable storage dev
know. o
As Amelia moved forward, sheaught the faint aroma of perfume lingering on
Olivia. Odd | 6 nmeeernoticed that smell before h mm, exp &Smei wsked, nAWas
surveillance successful ?0
Olivia digested the question for a few seconds as her glance caught the interested
ones of her bsiness partner. An amusing thought filtered into her bAaeyou fishing
Amelia?If | told you the truth, | wondef youwould still stickaround A Yes it was. |
was your weekend?o0
Amelia inwardly sighedNothing new theres he doesn 6 tawayéevene anyt hi
to me and work alongside heDamn she annoys me sometim@éth a bright smile
she replied, Al nketo & hemewshiditemd frocday. @and
more thanafewworgdpb ut Ol i vi a wondét know t hat
AReally ahg wkbotéxacfriend and where did
take her eyes from the data on the consweeverher mind focused on the new turn of
events.



Amel i a wal ked around Oliviads chair and s
hardly discernable, hshe knew exactly what to look for. Something about her comment
had hit a target.wonder which target that isxactly i O h , |l was shopping an
up a conver sat i on éShefalt h&nonchalanhairand indremded i s . O
excitement in toa wasa fitting disguise.

Olivia swung around to face Amelia with a hooded look in her narrowing eyes.
AShopping huh? You picked up a compl ete str a

Al did not pick up a complete stranger!! I
meons that was al |l . Do you always have to br
belligerently replied.

This time Olivia chuckledMelons huhclose enough Oljok | apologize if |
made the wrong agdriendmpei gou fGdhng hnhewcall hi n

Amelia shook her heatHow can Olivia be so good at what she does when she
jumps to so many conch&terohbéwrengrdnestawast
a man and well é0

AWel | 20 OI i v iwiththeimentidn bf ywonrar&xcedenteal
threaé no threat at all.

AAre you hungry? | ve those mel ons |
cel ebrate now that vyou e back. o0 Amelia fe
saidwhatshedidi he woman in the storelkehsseea strange
again and frankly have no real interest iher. Besides, she was wearing ridiculous
white sunglasses and it had to be a wig under that hat.

Olivia flexed her back muscles and with a distinct grin she used only for Amelia,
she placedahar@in t he small er womands shovad der . nSo.l
have to be careful who you meet out there Amelia, not everyone is what they appear to
bed As t h eowardiha $tadiretathe kitchen, sbaid Wiiat are we celebrating?

Ame | i areagyiminedatelyls n 6t t h &Takeyoh fer instancet One
day, one day soon | 6m goifilgdve bHDeerd bogewheat
two years. Who would have believed @ by the wayl like that perfumey o u 6 r e
wearingit suits youo

Olivia was thankful that she was behind Amelg&the commenmadeher cheeks
takeon a faint red huéVith a slight clearing of her thrgagheq ui et |y rr?epl i ed, i |
Well that surely is something to celebratas they entered the kitchen in friendly
camar ader i ®idyos buganynd rkydavqrite pasta when you were
shopping?o

h a bo
or | t



Chapter 3

The next morning Parker listened to the conversation between Sophie and
Camille.

ACammie | O6m not sure this is a good idea.

AWhy ?o0

AHow certatnl atrée pPeustha at your aunt ds |

AOne hundme domperwientt find you there. o

Parker heard the distinct sound of a kiss.

ABut, what iféo She heard more kissing so

AThe only way anyone will traowhli you t here
never do that.o

Ailtdés five days wuntil we | eave, what i f t
|l ooking for me?090

AShe wonét get near you. o0

AHow can you be so sure?o

ABecause | am going to be with you every

me.Comeo n , | 6ve already cleared it witoh my bos:
Once the two women left, Parker quickly crossed the street, climbed the stairs and
entered the apartment to retrieve the listening devices. When she returned to the

Winnebagoshe put in a call to her clientEvelihur ant . A Hel |l o, Mrs. Dur
Parker Davis.o
Al hope you have good news digoptmonthe youdve
and so far youbve done nothing but spend my
Parker sucked in a deep bredtreallyd on 6t | i k.e it As sl woardadh you
the start Mrs. Durant, it is like looking for a needle in a haystack. Each time | have
tracked her to a specific |l ocation it seems

someone tipped her off . 0
Well lcertainly havenot. o

5t

AThat s not what | am saying. You need to
and doesné6ét want to be found and sheds doing
Al dm not iIinterested in your ®8&ncuses Ms. C
someone who can deliver them. o
Li ke you havemW@dl |é&lyautedhats Mre. Duraetd had a
sighting of her | ast night, but now shebs go
hy ?0

AYou saw her and didndt grab her éw

AToo many p e o pHoreParkeelre Guthevastbatdnidd. nod t | i
kidnapping for there was always the risk of witnesses. She preferred to gain their
confidence first then, tell her client where to find the person.

ASo you | et her get away! Whyonewhws she wi't
gets in thavay and helps that bitabf a step daughtewill feel my wrath

Al d&m not sure of the nameéitodés an ol d scl
Peterson or s oDaentwhatangdioi i k@ ouhandéd have told
Now, whatdoldo# Thend riise i rrel evant since Sophie h
conversation was making Parker tense and sh
Mr s . Durant, I have some good | eads on her

k e

a
e
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AThen find her and call mestratnégdentiimy me nt  y o u
people arrive. I s that understood?0o0

AYes mabam. 0O

AThe next call you make better be the new
never accepted the task and wasted my money,

Parker felt a chill run down her s for she knew without a doubt that what she
heard Sophie say was righthe woman would kill her. She looked at the small cell
phone in her hand and sighed. #AAt | east she
battl e axe herDofnréite nydodus gleats ti tn aPraer.kber you ne
Her ol d partner woul d shegoddmébenecesbphie it does
|l eaves. 0 Her mind floated back to the | ast wu
Parker played this one closethe vest never divulging too many details about where she
was or how she detldaopethahvallkeepPophie safetfoothetime k . i
beingp From out of nowhere, <arkerdloemadrtd glkedr i anlvad |
justdothejobShe snorted anWhatghe bebdminmking?Keep hed . i
safeéshebs not Justwhosesdeanplanyi ng me'!

AWhat 6s so interesting around here?0d Pet e
Winnebago and van.

Parkerfixed he man with a menacing |l ook. fAThe ¢
and you ask no questions. o0 She held the mone
me know and | will adjust the payment accord

ANo, no, 0 the greasyonssnaulslt nhaink es awed .a gfir Neo

AGood. 0 Shties gmomreynitmhen began to wal k awa
anyone comes | ooking for me Peteéel dl | Know w

Pete adjusted his cap and gulped. ANot fr

AThen get | ost ,the manthad digappeared mtd the g@rage, she

set about the task of wiping down both vehicles. The night before, under the cover of
darkness, she retrieved her 688 @fwithalli ol et fr
her bel ongi n gstions,she was gladBre drevé the cqruack to the garage.
All I needis for him to know the make of my car and the license nuriMmithat it
would matterfor she used a fake ID when she boughtlier ol d partner é6s voi
her earOverlook nothig Parker... he little detailswill hang you

Once she was satisfied that she left no traces in either the Winnebago or van, she
began the mile walk to the garage and her car. The walk gave her time to reflect on the
case so far and come up with a vialdengor what to do next. Normally she would have
told her client every detail, but this case was anything but normal. The fact that Sophie
spotted her so Ilecantbelieye she aasvthroypgb et that..hngust A
be losing my touch. Damiti Maybe | should justell Evelynwhere she isndbe

finished withittdo She shook her head. ANo way am | doi
Evelyn is a psycho | shoul dndt have menti on
going to do anythinpt her é Sophi e i s her target. o When s
fifteen minutes | ater, sisbedtil judtdseéndhaswoe

t o fi nd ,whatdcldanow? What the hell, the woman said spare no expense so
what 6s ferwotdreggrs on t he expense accountécanot



Sophi ebds siWoeulodindthebesttolrey.first time | chan
probably wondét be the | ast. 0 Ormlcattendegai n, she
heart of yourswill always get you in troubleStay focused and uninvolveRarker

| aughed. #ANow that | 6 m lomeavargotign memanyn O, Il hop
a g a iAfter sbe got in her car, she put the key in the ignition and the engine roared to

life.

Asfortuns woul d have it, Parker didndot have
shedd been paid upfront would keep her sol ve
more? ®ondt be so damn inquisitive .Faurker. You
candt s ol preblemssa@netynednere @& $10 solutiorher partner would say.

ANot this ti me. I know there is treachery | u
got two hours to kil before | get to Waters
pl anhat Whe heard in Sophieds voice the nigh
stepmother. Add to that, her gut feelthgtEv e | y n Du r a n weresnefarieua, | mot i v

and she knew there was more to the situation than what she first thidyght
conversatiorwith Evelynthis morning made thatbundantlyclearand | always did like
a good mystery.
She knew the Durant family was an old money family from the mainline of
Philadelphia. Smart investments in banking and real estate made the original Augustus
Durantaf or t une t hat remained even though the de
father, Augustus lll, headed one of the largest investment banking conglomerates in the
world. When the matriarch of the family, Christina died, she left her entire fortune to
Sagphie and not her son. | need to research that fulfhere has all that money, why is
she hiding out in a town | ike Portsmouth? Sh
surrounded by bodyguard$he involuntarily scratched her head and laugAsdy dad
would say; if it smells lika dead fish, looks lika dead fish then it must zedead fish.

ASomet hing certainly smells bad with this
greed. Her father is wealthy in his own right, but Sophie told her friendEttedyn
wanted all her money. 0 She snorted. ABet the

As she drove into the small town of WatersBrar k er 6 s eyes scanned
until she foundhe local dining establishmer@ood Eats. A smile played around her lips
when she saw the $i§ Help Wanted. She drove on down the highway until she came to
a place where she could pull over. She rummaged around in the backseat until she found
a blonde wig and makeap bag. Within minutes, she had transformed herself into a big
haired blonde withlied lips and a beauty mark just to the side of her upper lip. Once
satisfied with her | ook, she started the car
ti me. o

With a smile, she opened the door to Good Eats and quickly scrutinized the area
noting there were only two men sitting in a booth next to the window. She sat at the
counter nearest the door and pulled a menu from between two bottles of catsup.

AHel l o. Welcome to our town, o0 a bright vo
When Parker looked up, she saw a somewhat rotwmdan with bright red hair,
even redder | ipstick and a nametag that said
Al'f youdre hungry youbve come to. the righ
ts real good if | do say sonmysg@glft. ygolUheé owdm
ACof fee would be good, 06 Parker said, fl as



I n an instant, the woman placed a cup of
You want more time to |l ook at the menu or d

Actual lgrest ewdhsi nnthe help wanted si
ol l yés face brightened. #AYou | ookin
Y ena 6 .adn
My husband passed a fiv
table waitind, and bill i n0. daysapoad a gal
|l eavindé me high and dry. m of the fol ks t
most do. Business has gonevdoywvns i nce t hat gal l eft. o

Sounds |l i ke youbdbre overwhel med, 0 Pa
|l sure am. | need somedrmed to wait t
Sure can. o

Dolly clasped her hand to her heart and Parker waited for a hallelujah. Instead, the
woman said, AMy prayers have been answered. 0
Madi son. 0 When she saw the smil e imagimess t he w
with a name |ike Dolly | marry a guy with th
share of jibes over the years. o
i h a genuine | augh, Parker extended her
I candt pay youstmuconsinBRaertiresiigo obu® t hem
I m sure it wild./ al | wor k out. What are
We are open at six so |1 6d need you here
and lunch so we close at twoéoh and weobre cl

Sounds good. Now, a Mithalquestienmgllookshe a pl ace
, youCamcommend a pl ace. 0
|l sure can. Miss Ginnyods is just down th
you. o0

AThanks, thatoll be gr eatAllneedtodoissgati d br e a
myself esthlished.Here ears perked up and a smile crossed her face as she listened to
DollyonthephoneShe 6s good people Ginny and an answe

St g

way i ve months ago |
takin
Some
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have a room. I 61 | send her right over.

Dolly turned back and smisl. ®d Shiglidstca h & bad lel
address on the back of a counter check. AHer
bl ocks down on the | eft.o

Parker took the offered paper. AThanks th
town | knew this was just the kind of placedd b een | ooking for.o

Dolly patted the younger womands hand. n A
tomorrow?o

Al dll do you one better. As ,sdlolh @aemé get
back. o

AYou woul d, 06 Dolly said yosgthdnkeyouaedy es opene
God bless you Parker. o

The |l ook on the face madel Parker

ki

S
think she might Ss me r gHRavrek emme sah rbui ggg ehdu. g
guess | better go and get myself settled sohc get back here. o



Mi ss Ginnyds Boarding House was a big ran
sl ate blue with rose trimmed windows and shu
that a small garage was located behind the house with thexihlyeing the driveway.

The home was located on the main thoroughfare making it easy to leave in a hurry if she
needed toThe car door creaked when she openefiit.tat 6 s whbayingal get f or
junker. She walked up the three steps to the front pandithen knocked. A woman,

who Parker thought was in her fifties, opened the door.

AHel | o, | 6moPahkesabDdv ws tlbelievedolly dpokeg ge st s n
toyouaboutmer ent i ng a room. 0O

AYes, yes she did. Come omadvanteandfhdate r ent i
includes your evening meal , 0 she said peerin

AYes, 0 Parker said creasing her brow. #dals

AHeavens no, 0 Ginny said. Al wast tdhriinvkei ng
SO no one uses it. Why donét you pull it int
bel ongings. 0

ASur e, Il can do that. o When Parker arrive

Thisisadef i ni te case of damnedtdon &t yloiuk ed ot hdea mndeed:
there only being one way quut what good fortuneéBy parking in thegarage,it will add
credencetotheideah at | l@nelengdr tham a few days.

The room Ginny showed Parker was located at the corner of the house on the

seond floor. It was small, but the two rooms
boarders do you have Mrs. Grayson?o

Ginny | aughed. ACal I me Ginny everyone el
the other end, o0 Ginny sai ¢g.pdiThi isngotoom oherf
she pointed to the r o butafimeedotmyhiece iPgoingkkee r 6 s, Hfi
be staying there in a few days. o She | ooked
dinner each night at six, but not on Sunday. Yowagkeome to use the kitcheut |
expect you to clean up after yourself. We al
provide your own detergent. o

AWel |l donbét cook so thatds not a probl em,
have a line for hanging h e m? 0o

Ginnyds | augh was |l ong and deep. ASure do
just fine. Hol Il er i f you need anything, 06 she

Once Parker was finished putting her things away, she left the qomthy and
tiptoed to the room Sopdwould be using. Just as with her room, the door was unlocked
so she let herself iandplaced a bug in each of the two roométh a satisfied smilshe
left the boarding housi® go back to Good Eatsdthe noon crowd.

Dolly escorted the last custom® the door before locking it. She eyed Parker.
AHow was your first day?o

With a half smile, Parker said, fAYou sure
know how you did it yourself. To answer your

AWhen yowm ddme mornino, | 61 | get you mor e
pay you for today, o Dolly said. Al have a do
do it now. O

ANo problem. You want me to clean up the

Dol ly frowmetdél icoglueésd&8t pay you for doin



AConsider it a thank you for giving me a

ifiBe sure and | ock up when you go. o0

ANot to worry. I wi || make sure everythin

ABl ess you, 0 Deldl ants hied aatshe INRoWok | you
|l dm gonna be | ate 1if | dondot | eave right now

Parker watched with a satisfied smile as

going to work out perfectly. o

At five thirty the next morning, Parkera i ved at Good Eats. 0AGoc
Dol ly bell owed over a fromunderthe coineed vBitedur sel f a
a wooden spoon in the general directiborif ou di d a wonder ful job cl
you. O

How can she be so bubbly this early ie thorningfi You 6 r e wel come. O
Dolly had turned off the mixer and joined Park@&f.o u 6 | b nametagl d6 m

sorry, but youd | have to be Rose 6cause thatodés the o
ARose it is then, o6 Parker said | aughing.
The first customer gave Parkeraseab | ook t hen a once over.

he asked gruffly.

AGood morning. Take a seat and 106l I get vy

He | ooked at her nametag. fAAnother Rose, O
she get 6em all . o

Parker smiled and walked over to thadfee pot. Just as she was pouring a cup,
another customer <came i B s ahgedrtssehlef haenaortdh e rit HRRoy
wasnodét | ong before all the tables were full

The lunch shift wa stimé, Parkersighedirsrglief. Sheut by cl
guestioned the wisdom of her choice of occupation as she slumped in a chair. The day
was successful in that she was certain that she made a good impression on all the
customersFrom the feel of the pocket in the aprdme snade good tip money.

AYou did good, o0 Dolly said asnewhe placed
waitress
Par ker | ooked at the woman and smil ed. AT

busy I think most everyone in town must have been here sometindeat y . 0

Dolly |l aughed and patted Parkerds hand. f
get you your pay for today and yesterday. o

It had been a long time since Parker felt such an overwhelming weariness. She
looked at the plate of food and realizedhdrgn c hoi ce was to comply w
orderiThanks, it sure smells good. 0



Chapter 4

The jingle of keys at the heavy door made Olivia smile. She walked from her
office at When Heaven Meets Hell and casually leaned against the counter in front of the
reception desk waiting for the door to op&h e 6 s b aHeksmike hevdr wased
as the door finally opened and in stepped the woman shiegeadexpectingi Teal Yy ou
decided to return to work! Wedve missed you.

Teal Roland mentally released thevwis breath she was holding as she arrived
at the office after her extended vacation. She grinned at her tall, beautifuitédsa d t o
be back boss, but we?hkerasttingeava weseunrcentac,b out t he
Amelia was less than friendiWherei s s he anywayéin her office?
They both knew that Amelia never made it to the office until eight thirty and it was
barely seven thirty.

Olivia pushed away from the counter and towered over their efficient personal
assistant. Teal rarll @ghe office administration and, if they would admit to it, their lives
too. AUnlikely, she hasndét changed in that r

Teal walked over to the reception area and stowed her personal belongings. Then,
with a look of dread mixed with joy, she saw #rmount of paperwork stacked in her
trays.Overflowingis an understatemeri Has she changed at all ?0

The quiet questionamefrom awoman Olivia respected fdwoth her
professionalisnandfriendship. She silently debated what to say next.

Withherhanda | d as high as possible for Olivia
dondt need to answer thatéshe hasndét has she
our friendship could sway her into accepting Phil and me as a committed couple. Well,
itds dome eaiotwher accepts it or éo

Pain was evident in the words that floated into the silent roéeel sorry for
Teal.It had been a shock all round when Amelia took a belligerent stand regarding Teal
and Phil 6s commit ment c e reemmmynayndherkbaaringr ef us al
Teal the weeks before verged on homophobic. Neither woman wanted to associate that
behavior with Amelial really shouldspeak to her about.iBut shit, Irealyd on 6t wan't
to hearwhat she has to say on the subjecti Or , n & otuo i quiet on me?0 Ol
rai sing an eyebrow. AYou candt | eave me with
what | might do. o0 She winked to take the sti
only solution was to confront Amelia.

Teal laughed at theomment. Olivia had never directly admitted her preferences,

but Phil, who had known Olivia for at ledste years knew she was a | esbi
advertise the fact. Al think that would be t
certaimimmut ual acquaintance of ours had a marvelo

Olivia frowned slightly then serioustye pl i ed, fADi d she say t ha:
interpretation of the hours we spent together? Besides, it was a mutual one off for us
bothéyou knowéa stress releaser.

A shake of the head was Teal 6s I mmedi at e
your cast offs. Stress releasing, huh. What would make you a one woman, woman
Oliviaéor should | say who?o

A sparkle entered the deep, dareddhatol ue of
onceit di dnBowwbh&t youdre back Teal, thereods



with the dragon when she arrives, 106l be cl
sanctuary of her office.
Teal giggled at the descriptioAmelia night be many things batdragoni yeah
right. She looked at hermays. Darn | only had one of those suckers whentl &fie
groaned at the bulging mass of paggatr,i t 6s | ovely to be back

Amelia, with a sense of trepidation, parked hdrieke next to the office and
waited. After a few seconds of thought, she realized that she was frighteaeuah.
frightened oimyold friend. How canthatbe?l t 6 sationaht wi sh |1 6d gone to
ceremonylt was stupid, blind, and anal not to mentidhtle other things I can think of
to describe my crass behavitWhat do | say nowl wa s é wehcantl evenapsat a |
name to i? Her head jerked as she mentally derided herself for her sheer unworldly
understanding of life in general and particularly ben.| want to say forgive méut
howcan I saythat? Tealwill thinkl 6 m | u stto make things lgss uncomfortable in
the office Her eyes popped openwideh en s he t hought of how jamm
in-tray was

IwishlwerestillanunMayp e t hat 6s t he ngaalingwastb t he mat
be a nurandl let my incredible arroganceell meotherwise. Widid | choose
somet hing ot her Hdréyesrscatheddhe buildngwhere WHMM
claimed the lower floorThepr obl em esodot aatpiag itds the pe
in particularandic anét deci de what &anolanyway Pafietet ki nd o
and not worthy of the trust they put in me. | know it and I still want to be like them and

know what life is like. Ilwanttoshae it éal | of 1t. | Theonl y | was
realization hit heandshe gaspedie ! | 6m afraid of being me!
Her eyes |l ooked at t h-eighttaentprinelamoot k and sh

going to be latel refuse to add that to my list of crimeé&he rushed out of her vehicle
and mounted the steps. With a deep intake of breath, she reached for the dodrethob.
here goeshe thought as the door to the outer office opened easily. Then, she heard the
familiar tones of her friend, cursing onetbém for their lack of detaiProbably Olivig
sincepaper wor k i sstsdit Shénteok a dedp breath@nd moved further into
the office placing her briefcase on the coun
Amelia inwardly chided the lacsf sincerity her clipped tone evokddnay not sound
upbeat, but nonetheless | mean whatyl sa
Teal looked ugowardthe voice and mentally chastised herself for the terrible
t houghts she had at her friendoés$ooedxpense. Wi

morning Amelia, thanks. 0
Hesi tation wasno6t a good trait in a psych
vul nerabl e than her patients did. ADi d you h

You r eal | yanyau ArodiaOh, &fgel sorty for you my friend
really do. How an someone so balanced in most things beds charitable as yoare
in almost everything elsbave this phobiaWelll canbe charitable tooShe let Amelia
of f the hook. @AGreat thanks. Laughkhe | i ke | 61 I
mountain of work you both |l eft for me. o



A ghost of a smile etched itself across A
gave her a way out. WATeal, most of that is C
much dealt with mine. Myl®ii ness partner i s | ess adept in

AWho is | ess adept my dear Doctor West?0

The rich voice was unmistakably OIliviabs
tallerwomanDamn sheéds sagah i ng that way
With a twinkle in the ey¢owardTeal, Olivia moved cl oser to Amel i

i mplying Idm not good at something? [6d real
skills. o

Amel i ads breathing became noticeably shal
her . Flustered, sdleeriepdli ewdgr ki Wes mdtl d&me wo f

AAh, paperwork, 0 she said shaking her hea
Teal doesnd6t want to feel that her time here
excuse?0 Ol ivia kvmayaefacetof hdr elatonshipAvithetHei a .
woman that she found endearing.

AWhy not tell Teal ablbevetl 6waurf i chidol é yt Isias dw

way was Olivia working this weekend.

AOhhh goody, office gogdiepbenpms ot vi @, 00
gleefully intoned] already know the details or as much as Terry let, &ig it will be fun
to see if Olivia can get out of this one.

Olivia gave Amelia a long, steady stakeo w y playidbgrgamesaredt y o u
Amel i a. aMtoask meto myffaceut in a room with other people
sure dangerous my de arNowadadynever,discdsaas guehrthingssn. A
public. o

Amelia snorted at the reply. fASo it was a
expensive perfume. Usllay you s mel | of fresh herbs. o0 Tea
Amelia. With a shake of her head, Olivia hea
have work to do. See you both | ater. o

AYeah, me too, I have a pati €alfl comi ng sh
really am. | was wondering if you and Phil wanted to come over for dinner next
weekend. 0 Amelia picked up her briefcase and

responsePlease Teal, accept the olive branch.
Perplexed at the attitude change, Willing to try anything to show Amelia that
being gay wasndét the crime of the century sh

even realize a thing or too aboutyoursglfP hi | 6 s going to Vegas <can
¢ h e cskesad.

Amelia closed hereyesibre f | y. A Sure a rain check it i
She walkedowardh er of fi ce then turned bé&ak. Al Om so
Maybe i f youdll give me a chance | can expl a

Teal smiled warmly at her frsiufelrklow A You go

|l need to do mine. o
The shadow, which had plagued them both, lifted slightly as light began to filter
through.



Chapter 5

e next two days, Parker | earned mo

d j okedewiwtohul tdh &km oawl lyoui Naust got |

rd day. AYou even won over ol d man

mile |ike that before. o

| aughed. ATom just needed a nudge.

going its |l aundry day. o The truth wa:

he wanted to be in place before they go
As she neared the boarding house, her heart leapt into her throat when she saw the

creme colord Altima in the drivewayDa mn, | t hought Sudkiegyndd get h

a deep breath, she opened the front door, entered and almost ran headlong into Sophie

Durant.

AOh, | 6m sorry. o0 Parker | ooked at Ginny a
havingcompa y . 0

ANoOo need to be sorry, o0 Ginny said with a
that | told you about. o She wrapped her arm
Davis she has the front room. o0 Then she turn
your name. 0

ASophie Durant, 06 the woman said holding o
nei ghbors. o

Parker felt her body relax when neither woman showed any sign that they
recognized her. She had only seen Camille from a distance and now that she saw her
close up, Parker wondered what Sophie saw in her. Where Sophie was tall and
curvaceous, Camille was small and on the chunky Hi&aphie dressed better and wore
makeup, people would sit up and take notice of her. Camille on the other hand is rather
honelyin Ni ce to meet you neighbor, o Parker said

AWel |, I better get going it is |l aundry day.
warm day | think 161 hang them on the I|ine.
As Parker mounted the stairs, she ar d Cammi e say, ARShe seem
person Sophie. Youdll have someone your age
The next person she heard was Ginny. n We |
Cammie, now that your friend is staying here
ACowmt it Aunt Gin,o0o Camille said.
Parker let out asigh of relieve | | so far so good, they did

been hereOnce she was in her room, she gathered her clothes and before she finished
she heard the three women go into the room next &éiti. her clothes stuffed into a
basket, she waited until she heard them in the hallway again and opened her door.
AGi nny, 0 she said.

AYes dear . o

Al 6m out of | aundry soap. Do you mind if
replace it. o0 Heoughferahe dtser twoeworaen to beghds will help
solidify in their minds that | 6ve been here

ACertainly, come on, Il 611l wal k down with

Parker smiled broadly. fAThanks. l sndét it



A Y e ds,a baauwtiful day. You know, | was thinking that maybe we could use the
'l tonight. o

AANnd, l dm just the girl to do the grillin
chuckled for Ginny unknowingly was playing into her ruse.

gr i

The dinnerof grilled chicken was excellent. Parker hoped that she could use the
meal to study Sophie, but that didndét happe
monster of a headache Aunt Gin. When weore

Parker helped @ny clear the table and do the dishes before she went back to her

room. She put on headphones and listened to the conversation in the next room.

ACome on Sophie, you have to eat somet hin
Al &m sure she i snoCGarming,r yhwt | d&m j ust
AWhy ?o0
AAfter you |l eave | will be alone. 0
ANo you wonoét. Parker seemed | i ke an inte
every weekend. o
AYou will 2?0
The answer to the questions was clearlyaNss.w why doesndét that s
me?Parkerhbought as she stretched out on her bed
Sophie say, AWhat you got there?o0
A Oh, |l thought you might | i ke feeling thi
Parker felt her heart crank to a higher beat.
ACammi e we canb6ténot in your auntoés house
A D o warry her bedroom is downstairs on the other side of the house. Besides,
she went to bed two hours agoéshe wondét hear
ABut, what about that woman next door ?0
AWhat about her? She can find her own | ov
AUnl essk yotueddilni ke to join in on a threesom
ANope, I want -oynowldnd ot hmeyts ed tfr. @p

Parker listened to the pair making love and once again felt like a voyeur. Her
mind flitted to the woman she met in the grocery store. There was something so
conpelling about her that Parker envisioned her face often. She would never see her

again and as her hand slid between her | egs
in my bed mystery woman, 0 she mumbled as her
Sheheardophi e groan, AGod Cammie deeper go ¢

Parkerds fingers and hips moved to the so
Sophie did.

The next morning Parker was busy serving breakfast when to her surprise Ginny,
Camille and Sophe came in. She smiled and said, fAThe
just need to wipe t havardtre bableeanddid 8 bnee omeowite d q u i C
a wet cloth, placed silverware wrapped in a paper napkin on the table along with menus
befores gnal i ng the women. #@AYou all want <coff ee,



Sophie watched as the women moved easily among the tables stopping often to
chat with customers. To Sophie, it looked like the woman was flirting with pdople.
guess t hat gettgpsAgsheantinuedybserving, she felt a bit envious of
how comfortable the woman seemed with other people.

One man said |l oudly. AW Il you marry me?

AWhat would your wife say, Harvey, 0 Par ke
sl apped hoblder. mands s

Wow, | ook at her, she seems so at home wi
l ots of friendsél r at Bhetlookédather frientliee yaur t wo go o
Cammi e. Perhaps i f | were more Shesggedi ng | wo
and focused on the woman who was approaching them with three mugs of coffee.

AHere you go | adies, o0 Parker said with a

do you need more time. o
As each rattled off what they wanted, Sophie focused on the narResafShe
immediately felt her back straighten in fear. Then, as casually as she could, she said,

ARos e, | thought your name was Parker. o A | a
inside was Sophiedbs answer. dAl ddhydhtat get it é
she took as mocking from the woman.

Al 6m sorry, | 6m not | aughing at you itds
Parker shook her head. AThe only nametag Dol
She laughed heartily and walked gwtawardthe kitchen.

Sophie |l ooked at Camillebés aunt and sai d,
telling the truth?5o9

AYoung | ady, if you are going to |live und
Ginny. o

A Ok, Ginny, do you thunmhktkdenametad | omgi ¢
Sophie felt Camilleds hand touch her thigh i

Al dondt think she is a threat to you, 0 C

ALord no, she isnd6ét |ying. When Dolly and
tried to do everythingrealfapgc | i ke. 6 Dol ly | aughed. Al n cas.
isnét a fancy town. Anyway, they ordered spe
wai tress, Rose. Well, Rose |l eft to get marri
long story short, alltheimel p from t hen on became Rose. 0

Sophie felt her body rel ax. AThanks, I 6 m
can be overly cautious at times. O

Ginny reached across the table and patted
AYou have nomhPagkéo dbdbeaasfwe call her in he

Over the next several weeks, Sophie and Parker began a tentative friendship. They
would see each other at dinner and occasionally Sophie would arrive late in the morning
when the place was empty for bkéast. It was during those times that they started to get
to know each other better. Parker would serve Sophie her meal, sit down and relay all the
local gossip.
One such morning, Parker said with a | aug



Sophieraisether hand to her mouth. AAnother one
f

have the knack or romance, 0 she sai d with a
Whobés the lucky guy?o
ATom Winston, 06 she said with a wink.
AParker, heds old enough to be your grand
AWee you here spying on me Sophie?d0 she a
what | told him.o
Sophie | aughed AOh, so you broke his hea
Al dondt think so. He |l eft me a twenty do

Tom asks her once aweektomar hi m. 0
When they both stopped | au

ghing, Sophi eds
AWhat ?0
AMy friend Cammie said shed6d visit me eve
Parker | ifted an eyebrow. AWhy hasndt she
Al told her not to. o0 Sophieds blue eyes f
It was the first time Sophie confided anything personal and Parker knew she had

)

to proceed cautiously. AWhy did you do that
Sophie shook her head then smiled at the
wondering if youwould likée o go have a beer after dinner s
her eyes.
Bingp.h Sophi e, 06 Parker said and waited for S
go out with youéwhat about tonight?0

That night after dinner the two women made their waéoother side of town
and The Happy Hour the only bar for miles around. Except for a man sitting at the bar,
the place was deserted.
AGrab that table over there, o0 Parker said
anything special ?0
ANope, wlyathawer otnhe ap is fine with me. 0
Parker sat down, | ifted her mug and sai d,
They sat in companionable silence and that gave Parker the opportunity to study
Sophie. She covertly looked at the woman and took her in as a Whel&oice she
thought she left in Portsmouth chimedfhou have to see the big pic
are too interested in snippets of a person or a case. You let yourself get bogged down in
the detailsThis time however, she did look at the whole anddiidat she saw. She
guessed that Sophie was an inch or so shorter than her five nine with eyes that were the
color of a deep cold |l ake on a clear day. Un
luxurious wavy black that just kissed her shouldevgonderif she gives it a hundred
strokes each nighHer breasts were ample, but not too big and her body was soft. She
certainly wasndét overweight by any means, bu
Sophi ebs face 1 ntr i gueatdappearande bfseremty, $arker De s pi t
saw just below the surface sadness. Over the weeks of their growing friendship, she
would occasionally see the surface crack to expose a frightened littf€hgartievils in
the detail and there are too many particulangssing.
Parker said, Als it too forward of me to



ATo have a beer, 0 Sophie said teasingly.
ANo | meant why you came to Waterston. o
AYeah, | know what you meant, 0 she said s
conspiratorially.
Parkecr eased her brow. fAReally, 0 she said w
boyfriend, the I RS, a jealous husband or the
Sophie shook her head and | aughed before
that simple. o
Parker felt the blue eyes probinglh . fADondt we all, 0 she sai
|l i stener. o
Sophie struggled internally with whether to trust Parker or not. Finally she said,
Altés a really 1l ong and complicated storyéyo
AYes. O
The tale of a father who had rime for a daughter once her mother died
unfolded. Sophie spoke of how she lived with her grandmother and never really saw her
father except maybe on holidays. #AAt first,
my mot her 6s deat memindersfdr hinh. Theraosie CGhristtnasnl $old him t
how much | missed him and wanted to live with him. He told me thaeter wanted
children and t hat hav iSopbie wiped ateardromrer cimekt her 06 s
AMy mot her was (¢ befoe hdremarried sod guesy thay gaae ime some
comfort in his | ove for her. Two years ago h
which is a good fifteen years younger than h
relationship my father and | had wasnk related. Oncehecame on the scene he had no
time for me period, 0 she spat. Sophie | ooked
Al take it you dono6t | i ke her.o

Sophie snorted. ATo put it mildly.d She b
I i p s wayfithkaugh some medical magic Evelyn bore my father a son. You would
have thought a miracle happened the way my f
shook her head. Al Odm being too harsh on the
died that sme year, she left her entire fortune to me, which really pissed my father off.
He i s the executor and gets a hefty chunk f o
got my grandmother to add a codici/l stating
inheritance for the first year after her death and if something happens to me during that
time, it will all reverttomynewhalb r ot her . 0 Sophiebds voice | owe
trying to kil me ever since.o
Your stepmother?0
Yes, 0 she whits pecrogpd.e iDheddsndseme ébut | dv
all . o

Parker studied the woman again and wondered how she managed to elude her for
solongl n the time | d6dve known RBeiShesheokasmdt he
woman again and realized how she makip achieve her succdsmediocrity.She
dresses shabbil y -uapn ds od osehsen 6dto ewsenabrt nsatkaen d o u't
taken a page out of my boégkWow Sophi e, that sounds | i ke a

Sophi e saw a quesd ifomden.g 1l @ ka lbena P airtkse r dk
guestions. O

ot I



AWith all that money why didndét you just
with body guards to protect you. o

AThat would make me too visible. Bel i eve
woul dndét maytguahaodsw Imahad, | 6d be dead. 06 She
|l hide out i n obscurity wuntil the time is up

AHow much time is |l eft before the year i s

AA Iittle over two months, 0 she said befo
swallow.

AYoutwamot her 2?0 Parker asked. Her mind we
that all centered around the woman across fromwerat 6 s real |l y going on
supposed to be tracking her and taking her back to Philly.

Sophie sighed before she finishedthélasof her dr i nk. ANo, It |
you home since five o06clock comes awfully ea

AYeah, youdbdre right. Hey, thanks for the

AYou werendt bored by my story?o

ANope, not at all . o

As they walked back to the boardinghousePar ker 6 s mi nd swirl ed
Sophi e6s Sheocerainlyadoundsmavincing and | never have completely
trusted her stepmothekow what should | do? | need a new
Sophie stopped, scratched dtogouwbaethalt t hen c
silly wig and all that make: p ? 0

With her thoughts interrupted, Par ker | au
bi g, blonde hair and red |ips get more tips.
she said heavitmg hhdrl @hagdt nguto. A |

Sophie chuckled as she surveyed Parker os
personality? | 6ve seen the way you charm ev
chest theydd stildl react Sophienachedupalar ker | et
removed the wig. il |l i ke you better this way

Parker felt exposed as if Sophie knew her true purpbat are my intentions? |
certainly dondot think | Asfhhatdearessechherr over to
chesk only to be gone instantly.

Al guess we should get home. 0

Bewil dered and caught off guard, al/l Par k
She fit the wig back on her head and they began to walk again.

Just as they rounded the corner and wanardthe front porch of the boarding
house, Ginny came rushing out and engul fed S
terrible news, 0 she cried.

AWhat éwhat is it?o

AMy darling, sweet Camille was murdered. 0

Shocked, Sophie shook hweerljudtspekewithlieNo, no t
this morning.

Parker watched as the two women made their way to the porch before they clung
to each other out of mutual desperation. Her mind immediately shifted into private
investigator mode as she let her eyes scan the staees, and the houses looking for
anything that didnét quite seem to bel ong. F
nothing. Taking her cell phone out of her jean pocket, she dialed a number.



AHel |l o, this is Parker Davis. o
A Ms . Davi s, hawaywau df suredodmughter yet?0
sarcastically.

AWel | |, I had her tracked to a friendds ap
friend was murdered. 0

AAh, vyes |ittle Ms. Petersonésuch a pity.

Parker swore she héarkKi hdeofwomandl|l aaghi ni
friendseéeo

AJust stop Ms. Davis, o0 Evelyn said i mpati:i
| 6ve found someone who is much more capabl e.
check for the balance | owe you. OO

The phone wnt dead and the only sound Parker heard was the kiatinknk of
her heartl need to get Sophie out of this town. Camille Peterson would still be alive if
she didnot tell her assailant where to find
unlesst was to keep her from warning Sophffte felt a pang of guilt.told Evelyn
about Camill e. I f | hadnéftl &no ngeoitrhgatt,o |In ebeed

she said softly. She flipped her phone open
never call.
Thousands of memories flooded her consciousness as she listened to the sound of

ringing. | promised myself | 6d never speak to her
does that say about my resomh en she heard, ASdfinthars, 0 a | un
throat.
Swall owing hard, Parker tentatively said,
Olivia felt her eyebrows shoot up atthe naing. candt be, not her,

havethenervéh Par ker éas i n middle name Judas?0 Her
contol, but her heart raced as she waited for the reply.

APl ease dondt hang up on me. o0 The smoky,
tingle as i mages of them naked and in each o
and youb6re thelonlby one that can he

AGi ve me one good reason why | should eve
Youdre a private detective go dfterwhatshe own sh
did to me, Parker is the |l ast woman on earth

Howdos s h e k n oRarkdr Blew o a IBng Breath as she recalled the
day she turned Olivia into the authorities.
O and you know I wouldndét ask i f there was a

Olivia clenched the receivemavicel i ke gri p, and interceded.
rights over me period! You didndét then and vy
and | have nothing to say to one another. o A
attention drawn to the openinigor.

AYouol | be paid ten thousand up front, o I
from di sconnecting. AThis involves an heires
that interest you at all?

Al knew you were nuts t e mwickgdkstkepnothes go Par ke
and murder. Give me a break, o0 Olivia replied



a |l ook of apology when she realized shedd in
probl em?0 Her voice soft ennesdpadneraasmatl i cal |y as
smile.

Amelia grinned, hearing part of the conversatMow, that sounds like an

interesting casecéeitiGre@aitnygdumde eofstShdekberecel
remind you about dinner tomor relmwemimded ht , seve
her friend, knowing Oliviads penchant for t a

Olivia frowned and then nodded, ASure | 061

Amelia closed the door.
AHave you heard of t he Ditngmateply. Wmt | vy ?0 Pa
she heard, was Olivia obviously speaking to someonektétsm, | can tell from the tone
of her voice, that she likes this person. | remember how the pitch of her voice always
gave her true feelings away. | wish | could get her #aggo me like that again.
Otherwise, she may not help me.

AWho, hasnét! o Olivia replied, but with |
Phew, sheds still I|listening. | 6d better n
leash with herfi | 6 m p r o taegbtériSoplge. $ha thinksl her stepmother is trying
to kill her and cl ai m Sompeon@ tdkethd mtypwune f or h

al ways | oved a good myisYtoeur ystddn 6 tl olveet myes t deaw
you O? This one is the real dea 0

ARemember one thing Parker, you doné6t kno
more. Whatds your Maybévemestwihl|l agét tme s&wa
formal dinner party tomorrow nighShe took the hoolormal was never my strong
suitPr omi ses can be broken and at this moment,
truth. She was speaking with the woman who broke her heart and until recently made her
distrust every other human being.

ADamn it Olivia, you atsaiagsi weireriat datairans
Durant hired me to find her stepdaughter wund
heartbreak. I have since found that her true
cleared her throat. AA wo measmouthhas turne&glogpp hi e was
dead. o

Yeah hard, the only hard one iIs you, but

everyone think butter would melt in your mouth, but | know differéntfyo u c hanged
sides again didndt you? HNyknpowthataleopaadnéver need t

changes its spots. So what do you want from
|l 6m not going to rehashilt hwea npta syto uwittoh | hoeor
the murder. |l need to know if they know wher
Olivia considered the requestfo al I of a second. AFind som

busy to work for you.o

She knew that the hatred Olivia felt for her ran d&gpo can blame her, but |
did it to save heTfThi$ wasd domdddseehe¢e haery
ar e t hParkebsaid $oftlyo

Al'f you think pandering to my ego will wo
on any work youdbve touched is i1 f | never hayv
Personall vy, | 6d rather you weiivarepliekkinaf eet und

remarkably calm and level tone.



AListen O, | know you hate me and 0O matt
woul dndét be calling you i f this werendt i mpo
do that on my own. The bottomlines t hat wi t hout your help, sh
whi spered, Al do t think 1 édm good enough al
not hi to do wi our history Oé Sophieds a
sai d, 6d c tl 6mt nbori myfPert smout h. |t
was Si e really have any connecti on
to me.

With a derisive chuckl e, Olivia replied,
innocent caught heattention and she wiped a hand over her mouth in resignBt@omn
if only 1 6d never met Amelia andiilGevecmest an
the details and whods handling the case here
n u mb édavihga conscience is the pits.

AThanks, I dondédt have all the details yet
name is Camille Peterson. o

APar ker when this case is over |16d seek d
politicséitds moreeiqni gosurag i mfetéemeays chawmgdo
deal with this and you go and babiy yourfriendSop hi e. 060 She ended t he ¢
checked her caller ID noting the numb&r ap Par ker, you candt even
things.She shook her head indisgidte ver ever , di splay caller ||
basics. Does that mean youbre | etting yourse
t hat 6s arfoways a no

n
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Parker didndét have time t o-tdeveaveré on her ¢
morepressing matters. She approached the two women and wrapped her arm around
Ginnyds shoulders. fACome on, | etds get you i

Ginny blinked back her tears. AnYes, I nee
husband are picking me up in a litéidnile. | can only imagine the pain Doris is going
throughéCammi e was her only daughter. o

Al want to go with you, 0 Sophie blurted.

Parker led Ginny to the door, but when Sophie tried to follow, she held her back.

AWe need to talk.o

ANot now, dKve got to pa

AYou candét go. o

Sophie snapped her head around and gl ar ed
response was strong hands hol ding each of he

AWe need to talk, o6 Parker said again. Her
thatyour friend was murdered by someone | ookin

Horrified by the remark, Sophie said, MfANoO

Because itdés true. o

No, 06 Sophie wailed. AShe wasndt murdered

Il know she was. 0

How can you kuaw eswsced a t hing

Unl ess | work for your stepmother, o6 she
Noooooooo, you canoé6t. o

7 St e ) S S ! S 1



AYeah | canél dm one of the people she sen

Sophie felt the anger r i fsre!ltoughtwer i ed t o f
were friends and all along, you worked for h
being. 0 Fear and anger filled Sophiebds face
you. How can you do this to me?0

ALIi sten to mEewi gt owbetdo R&a&f | wanted to
stepmother would you stil!l be here?o

Sophie was in no mood to |isten as her bo
one word you say! o she said as she wiggling

AWi Il |l yobpuoseomi hote and think rationally.
bl ue ones Al never trusted her and when | n
than she told me. I took the time to know yo
youovertohdr Somet hing told me she is evillo

ABul | shi t!

For a Il ong time, Parker gazed into Sophie
for her, but someone el se is and they tracke
Sophiebs shouldrerysou fitla ¢ os ntohe rsea.fée f

Sophiebébs mind was stil] reeling with ange
softly spokenwordd. f s he wanted to hurt me &he turn me
closed her eyes and whispered, AThen why are

Ad protect you, o0 Parker said softly.

AFor how | ong?o

AAs |l ong as it takes. |1 dondét know who sh
you wi || be, Il wondt | et them get to you. o

Sophie collapsed into Parker and began to

herérow!|l d this happenéhow?9d
Words were no longer necessary as Parker tightened her arms and lightly kissed
Sophi e dreedhoget ber out of here to somewhere Jdfen a car stopped in
front of the house and Parker quickly turned and put herself betthe car and Sophie.
AStay behind me unti/l we know who it is, 0 sh



Chapter 6

In the dark of the night, Parker saw what she thought was a man getting out of the
vehicle. The light from a streetlight a hundred yards away cast a shadow odiviciad
that made him appear gigantic. She could feel Sophie behind her hovering closer as the
man rounded the car and opened the riderds d
face of a woman.
Sophie peeked around Parker and when she saw the sharoaran, she
attempted to go to them. A strong hand stopp
Al'tés okay Parker, theyodre Cammiebds paren
couple.
Parker watched as the three clung to each other. She could clearly hear the sobs
and the older wormasaying,i Wh y@noe again, she scannedthe afeh.ey s houl dndt
be out in the open like that. We have no way of knowing who might be wagtmneng.
breathed a sigh of relief when they finally made their way to the porch and Sophie
ushered theminside. kaer t ouched Sophiebébs arm and whi sp

Whil e she waited for Sophieds return, Par
conversation with Olivia, which brought old feelings to the surface, unnerved her. Until
Olivia called with informationbout t he mur der, t heythewoul d st a
murderer is already i n townf@wherte ihsa grmét bleesd
enough time for that to happen, 0 she reasone
Sophie goes to the funerdlh at 6 s what 1 6d do. 06 When the scr

she turned to see a distraught Sophie standing there.
AWho were you talking to?0 Sophie asked.
AJust now or when | was on the phone ear!/l
AYeah. o
Parker felt her f aceakinywithimyselfpEarlieiilspolet now |
with someone | know in Portsmouth that can find out what the police know. Once she
call s back, I 61 1 know how best to proce
Sophieés brow furrowed as she cocked
know where la m? 0

Parker took a step closer to the woman. i
your friend. Once she gave up the informati o
AShe woul dndt have told theméshe promised
APerhaps they didndét give her the chance
AThey killed harnsme®de coul dndt w
AYeah. 0o Parker moved cl ose enough to put
wonébét | et them get to you, o0 she said her gaz
Sophie sighed and all owed tears to run do
back and setttethso no one el se gets hurtéor worse. o
her head on the broad shoulder, and shook as she sobbed harder.
AShh, weoll make sure no one else is harn
AHow can you say that?06 Sophie sobbed. @AF
danger. 0 Her watery eyes opened wide. fAThat
and not stay around youdre |ife is at stake.



ANo one is going to hurt you, me or anyon
where you are and wek naorwe ntéhta tg o3 onpgh iteo, d eR a rakney
She wrapped her arms around the small er woma
contact we will know what to do. Right now | want you to go inside and get your things
packedéwe might have to |l eave in a hurry.o

Sophiel i fted her head and | ooked at Parker.
involved in this? If you stay with me you wi

I f t hey kénl alwady adnartardeeiir Yee s |, |l 6m sure. o

The next morning at fivghirty, Parler arrived at Good Eats and told Dolly all

about Ginny | eaving in the middle of the nig
goodness that sounds horrible.d Then her eye
AYeah, | 6m afraid s®@popdbl yaShkehi esamdgsomber
and if she is | may have to | eave without mu
ADon6ét you worry, friends are too preci ou
when she heard a knocking at the door.
Parker patted the sbtdeomeomandshearcmr | §l bo
| owered her head and | ooked into Dollyds eye

AYeéyes, I 61 1 be right as rain in no ti me
finish up my preparations. o

It was about midmorning when the door opened and a naakeiPhad never seen
before, came inside. All her warning flags went up and she knew instantly why he was
there. Shedéd debnfhyseyegpde Haf &rand trying t
want some coffee?0 she asked.

The man gave hertheonceovel i ngeri ng on her chest the

Parker put the cup of hot brew in front o
want ?0

The man | ifted his head and pull ed somet h

this woman round these parts?2o9

Before she looked? ar ker knew who was in the pictur
have, but I 6ve only |Iived here five yearséle
She turned and wal ked a few steps then turne

AWhat ever bDhehepmanabaid, col dly.

AGood choice you can never go wrong with
as she continued to the kitchen ADol |l 'y we n
this guy out here wants to know if you know the woman in his piac e . 0

Dolly came out of the kitchen and nodded.
here parts so | 6d be the right one to ask. o
breath that Dolly wouldndét have atonoti ceabl e
Dolly said, AWell vyou know it | ooks kinda I
hasndét been around here in years. o0 She wal ke

and looked him square in the eyes.
Parker felt a shiver run up her spiffehere was one thing about Dolly that
everyone liked, it was that she never held anythingb@dekd no Dol |y, dondt b



saying somet hi nOn cwee 6slhle bhoetahr sde ldegodwdithed s wor d s,
breath she was holding
AYou wanti twhean ,biwhcui ts?o

The man took the picture and held it up.
here in town, o0 he pressed.

Dolly pointed to the | arge front window.
and everyone has come in here or passed by thabwiatione time or another. Now, if
itds the Tanneroés little girl youbre | ookiné
ti me. |l f 1itds someone else, than | candt hel
She put on heso thereface, turnedaround and went badkwardt he ki t chen. A Si n

di dndédt say so youdre gonna get biscuitsémade
Parker shrugged then went back to her task of rolling silverware in napkins for the

lunch crowd. Once she served the sterigs meal, Dolly called from the kitchen.

ARos e, |l have that order ready to be deliver
AOkay, 06 Parker said. She was glad that he

her look of surprise. She went to the ptssi and Dolly handed her a white bag.

ANow you make sure he pays you. Heds gonn
but that aindédt how it works. o
Parker | aughed. #fAOk boss, 0 she said. fBe

and when she was out of sight, looked at the bag. In smalkl&tdly wrote | figured
you needed time to take care of your friend.
youdre the bestShwaistmdidmsd.| wehvrewo bhétll. y e av e
with that creep too long.
Within minutes, Parker oped the front door of the boarding house and saw

Sophie sitting in the front room. Sophi e,
emphatically. ATherebés a guy at Dollyés | ooKk
Sophie stood and walked rapidgwardP ar ker . Al théyeovoulht you s
wait for me to show up at the funeral .o
AThere must be more than one. This guy i s
i nvestigator. Good thing we packed everythin

hand in her pocket and fishedoutharc keys. fAHere, 0o ®Waed sai d f o

Sophie. fiTake the car and park in the high s
mi ddl e of all the other cars so youol | be | e
I 61 | come get you.oO
Saphie took the keys and gave Parker a weak smile while piercing her with blue
eyes. Altés nice to have someone hel ping meé
Out of her comfort zone, Parker | ooked aw
dondét want to | eave oDoS9hey gwaivieh Sohpahti eg uay o wioc
back and said, ABe careful, 0 before she | eft
Sophie said, fAiYou too, 0 as she foll owed t

Parker wal ked past the window of Good Eat
she savDolly sitting with the stranger. They were apparently engaged in a conversation
and that made her unea$hit, whafs she saying to him®hen Dolly saw her, she
smiled and winked.



A We | | | see Rose is back, 0 Dol hepaysai d as
you?0 she asked.

AYepébut no tip.o

Dolly |l aughed and said, ASounds typical (o
tells me he is |l ooking for the girl in the p

With her most sincere look, Parkersaid i Good | uc k. I candt i ma
would be |i ke not to have your family around

AGood | ord, | ook at the time, o0 Dolly said
l unch crowd. 06 She smiled down at the man IS
you find her. o

The mandés face softened and Parker coul d
her bossWay to go Dolly.

ACan you tell me where a motel is?0 he as

AWel |l , abou all we hayvedeheyakleftGstmighy 6 s, but
for Portsmouth to attend a funeral .o

AAlI'l the boarders went ?o0

Dolly | aughed. fANo, her only boarder, Dal

The man scrunched up his face. Al see. O

Parker spoke up and sfafialeg dirYy oan wtamitn gddime

AHuh, 0 he said noticing Parker for what s

cof fees good, 06 he said.
Parker delivered the coffee and when she saw him take out his phone she began
wiping off the adjacent table so she could listethtet mandés conversation.

Sean took the coffee, added sugar and mut
was. 0 He picked up his cell phone and made a
6cause shebds not here. 0 He nowbstiscefar eodbnef or a mo
around here seems to know her. | 6m going to
|l eft |l ast night to go up there for the funer
with his napkin. #@Alf s téeaustbackupthese. Gkllye pr obab
I 61 | meet you in the usual pl ace. 0 He pause
the silent phone and said, AAssholel! o

Shamus, whint he hel | is that? Well I toés a reld.
least that way Ddy and Ginny willbesafshe asked, #AAnything el se
When he shook his head, she smiled casually and went back to setting up tables.

Parker knew that no matter how convincing Dolly was, a good detective would
check things out. Whenthemani t and got in his car, she hu
be back some day thatdéds a promise. o0 She | eft
at the back of the boarding house. Sure enou
driveway and she saw him knoogionthedoon. 6d go i n andsheake a | oo
thought as the man tried the doorknob. The door was unledBethy always left it that
way. She watched the man go inside and she patted her p&@ikets. why di dndét | t
to keep a tracking deviceith me?Damn it'Once she saw the man leave the house and
back out of the driveway, she changed her po

head out of towmowardPortsmouth. When she could no longer see the SUV, she made
her way to the high school drsophie.



Since neither woman had eaten, they decided after driving an hour to stop at a
small restaurant

AThe food here certainly doesndét compare
as they left.

Parker | ooked at betywheu wohbimamob twilgstht hrmuwc h fid | e

night shesai d with genuine concern. fiOnce we get
andclose your eyes for a little whileo

Sophi e nodded. Al donot know if I can sl e
theydroveforaaal f hour Sophie asked, AWhere are we

e afe. o Parker | ok d at Sop
they will find s there. o0 She shrugged. AAt
grandmot herds will are met.

Darkness rapidly closearound them and the only light seen on the roadway was

ASome pl ac S
n u

the il lTumination of t he ehaurjdumeyhSepniddidaght s . Fo
Parker suggested and slept waking only when they stopped for gas. When Parker steered
the vehicleontoadimoad she | ifted her head. HfAWhere ar
Altoés my parentds farm. o Parker switched
years of memory.
AWhy are you doing that?o0
Altéds too | ate to go to the house. 0
ALate, iIitds barely eight. o
Par ker armiolk getup eafiyfand go to bed earlier. If | leave the lights
on, they wil/l shine directly into my parentoé
AThe barn? | candt spend the night in a b
where will we sleep 0
AYoudbll see, 0 Parker said as she coasted
Once they were inside the barn Parker sai
home. 0 She | aughed. AMany a night | woul d en
hadtoomub t o drink. o
AWhere will we sleep?b90
Parkerodos eyes drifted to the hayloft. AUp
Sophie gulped. AWith all the mice and bug
ANooo, thatés what barn cats are for. o Pa
youol | l ove it. o
Surprised that the hayloft wasthmg like she imagined, Sophie let out a sigh.
Al 6ve al ways heard that sl eeping on hay was
first hand. o

AYep. 0O Parker spread out a double sl eepin
in a large container.

AYou smerrieous! You have been here before, o
inside the sleeping bag. Once Parker slid in next to her, Sophie closed her eyes, only to
have them open wide. AWhat was that?o0

Parker | aughed and put herl .adr ng haer opuunl d eSdo p
woman closer. AGo to sl eep, |l promise | wonbo

no time, she heard soft snoring sounds and r



happen to you Sophi e, 0 s hGliviaehdithe fac she d . Her mi
hadno6ét got tlenk nboanc ks hteo hhaetree.s meéprobably just
me.Her eyesfluttered. 61 I f i gur e t hat Wahinlsecandstshewasnor r ow

fast asleep.



Chapter 7

With her gaze fixed on theerfectly organized dinner table, Amelia applauded
herself that she could handle the preparations and all that went with her first actual dinner
party. Teal and Phil would be arriving at any moment, which caused a frown as she
peered at the clock wondegiiif Olivia would make it. Their conversation had bordered
on surreal when they discussed it a week ear

Al 6ve invited Teal and Phil over for dini
Amelia was hoping that Olivia would sayyes | t ti sin@®@m d&fhraai d of havin
alone with the other two women, after all Teal is a great friend. However, having Olivia
there always makes me feel momree cc onff i adremtth e rl
support to get me through a situation

Glancingup from the magazine she was reading,
youdre the one making amends not me. 0

Amel i ads hdheg stomaclkehurnesid theadistastefubut truecomment
Al dondt think that it wielslh des, aybboapire omfotdi
on a major case na@wvunlessof courseyou have a dateAh , t hyaotlud@son i t
anot her date. o0 Aci dshawas jgalpetidvasfafoeign ema@ion t ongue
for her, but vhen she analyzher thoughtsnothing elsemade sensd&ottom line, |
dondt want to | ose t he .dflsconsomeomesinthedisx,hi p | h a
it will make our relationship untenable.

Olivia placed the motorcycle magazine on the coffee table and gave her full
attention to her fried. Thenwith a twinkle inhereyes he r epl i ed, #AYou t hir
out on a date again? My, anyone would think you were jealous. As it happéns. n o t
|l 6ve tentatively arranged to have dinner wit
mutteredthat t woul d be around that ti meil However,

rescheduleBesidesl 6 m i nterested in what youdre going
Amelia heaved a silent sigh of reli@h David well thatis a different matter
Thecaptan of police was a |l ong time friend of C

the sister he never .hadal d&dd IrelndVMeg 9 pmnkbdn aa
apol ogi zed. 0o

A O,lyou apologized and now everything in the garden is rosy. Wkngw
shrinks could weasel out of conversations with ease, but | never had you down for the
type to use that tactic. Figures lguessh e t rue col ors al ways come
Olivia shook her headndreached for her magazine

Amelia, with anagility that surprised Olivia, sprang out of her chair and stood
i mmedi at el y konthefrecooght dofdénéerand dondt weasel

l dm hurt that you think that 1 6dm |Iike that.
guestion? You justwent@aing wi t h my wi shes aWhywdsi dndt say
that Olivia? Am | just a nuisance factor to
matte? 6 For some weeks now, it had irked her t
shedd takenad®emastiame® Ishfee &l l i ke 1 Om invi s

say or do matters. Maybe if she had talked to me about it | might nat gaeeliness
what am | saying this isn6t any of her fault



Thistime Olivia, with cobra like easestood up from her seatg@dsitiontoweling

over Amelia Theywere so close that thepuld hearand feelthe@ t h er 6 sYedblr eat h. i

thought you made a bad call. Teal is, your friend and what made her happy should have

been enough for you. As for why | never talked to you aliéubi A heavy | i dded |

came over OthéyseadbeshegesutsAmel i ad®kémhocol at e

your friend and we have different views on what we do with our lives and what we

believe. |l &m the | ast persotn. ®n earth to jud
Thequiefser i ous wor ds f | u.titwashkeafaintwmndan Amel i a0 :

the air as Oliviabds breath fanned one side o
she felt mesmerized by close proximity of her friend. In a shaky veleequetly
replied, Al | et my.lodlld Ibief ef odriecvteart es omyr yn etwh ao
courage to break away from those traditional
Ol'i via saw t he t earlswasherlddwnfalgmdsherknesime |l i a 6 s
that it always would bdt was like a door sliding shut on one way of life and opening
onto anotherSomewhereir et ween |1 6m | ost and this woman
future. For a split second, she resisted the temptatidiss her on the lips, before
pulling Amelia into herarms for a hugShekissedthe top of her heaandwhispered,
Al 6 m herlawakswdllba. dust remember thahatever you warbreakingl 6 m
the woman to call, aky. 0
Olivia made hefeel secue andwarm dong with several other emotions she
wasabte to understand, but it didndt matter.
and Olivia held the key to that. AYouodl I ma k
With areluctancehatshe felt deep within her car@livia released Amelia and
with herfinger tracedthetar s of her friend down her cheek
godrythosetears Dondt yoheksowetbhad | ook went out

The beep of an alarm on the centre console drew her attention from her musing to
the event at hand:hatmust be Teal and PhiThen a buzzing of the intercom to the
building had her quickly reaching the center console and checking their identity. With a
smile, she reset the alarm and opened the inner door for them to enter. As she walked the
short distancerdm the console to the entrance to greet her guests, she heard the familiar
click of the mechanismi Phi | , Teal thanks for coming. | 6 m
yet, but she promised so sheo6l | arrive anyt.
e nt r a meli@said rapidly. Her nerves at meeting Phil again almost made her feel
incoherentWhen did | become so ill at ease with people | call friends.

Teal giggled as she removed her outer coat and hugged Amelia tightly. She

whi spered, fAltsndkaypyilhaebe,atPhielasdoe&o
Ameliad servousesdisappeadwith Teab s r e.j ofi Gadnreer i nsi de you
never been here have you Teal ? Youol |l | ove i
i sndt back then weoll start without her. o
Phil grinned as she hardle Amel i a fl owers. fAYep itd0s sor
her design it and build the shell. I can see
AThanks Phil . lto6s really good to see you

butitwastruel 6 m a s h a meador redardingytheibrentance.



Phil 6s eyes gentled and crinkled at the <c
Amel i a. Oh, we have something else for you.o
wrapped present.

With wide eyes, Amelia stripped off the wrapgiand opened the box. Inside was

a | arge piece of cake. Als this from the cer
Teal watched the emotions Medidtbewight her fr
thingshe t hought as she | i st enmadesur@ewelsaedapart nel
piece for you. She figured youdd hate to mis
Tears threatened to flow. Ameliho was at a lost for words, smiled her
appreciation instead. .livdassuoh afoobnd wishmwith Phi | ér e a

almy heart that you remain as happy as you at

ALet 6s go and take the tour | 6ve been f a
raved about it,o Teal said. She gave a brigh
Amel i ads arm as they toured the warehouse <co

Olivia sat in the jeep contemplating her next move. With a cursory glance at the
dashboard cl ock, she caheséed ganidreg the rkiblrle amen
party wasduetostartn t he next half hour and there was
Maybefor dessert

Retrieving a folder from the passenger seat, she flicked it open and studied the

content s. I't didndét make very nice reading,
someone wb knew their traddt will be next to impossible to track whoever did this.

The details shedd gleaned from the police al
were sparse. Fortunately, David was back 1in
crime scene. He had given up his last couple of days of vacation to take over the case.

After her initial discussion with David, she
enquiries by wusing contacts that ttihtke pol i ce
last one a couple of hours earlier. That led her to a fleabag hotel thirty miles south of

Port smouth. As shedédd expected, the person sh

the proprietor had a vague description of a whitde with a broad Ish accentHe
thought the man wawrobablyin hismid to late thirtiesand drovea blue corvette with
outof state platesl t  wmusmbattenough for a start.

Her gut was telling her that this wasnot
backirg that bought the best. The family Parker mentioned certainly had the niomey.
the best have a record somewhere and | know just who tblaskingers quickly dialed
a contact at the DOCO, a covertorganizasone 6 d spent fi vefoyears wot
before she met Ma®Now they had a mutual padt she needed them, she callédhey
needed her special brand of skills, they cafled It was going to get her killed one day
but she knew everyone has to die sometime. A few minutes later, shenhate
Shamus Odhleeanamwadrish born, trained by the IRA as an assassin and
amongthe five bestintheworld Numer ous countries wanted hin
his hands on US sdiluntil now.

APar ker youbve h
notch in his belt

Il teanstckaonéf shiyoadld! i lbe
l 6m not sure that even |



As she sat in her Jeep and went over the notes in the folder, her mind tumbled
over events of the past. It was a chaotic time that led her tostiveglatred she felt for
the woman who was her first love.

*

We shared so many good times at the police academy and had similar dreams.

God she was such a tease | 6m sulatprivé sed she c
ended up lovers. That was urihit fateful day that turned both our lives upside down.
My brotherdés death set events in motion of v

down the DA responsible. The only person | trusted with my living hell had been Parker.
What did she dowithmyover 6s confession? She sold me di
authorities, claiming it was for my own good, and to save me! It was so easy to hate her

rather than admit | was at fault. In fact, F
a path that ledne to this moment and the people | share my life with now. In my own
way, | forgave her a |l ong time ago. However,

of hearing those words. Until Max and Amelia, in particular Amelia, entered my life, |
distrustedevery single person on the planet, even old friends, for a long time because of
her.
*

fiHere | am hinking about trust and at this very moment lletiimg the only
person | truly do trust dowmothing | can dawith this casenowa n d imetlges t
home . I wonder what 6 2 Thowingthe éoldenento the gassenged e s s er t
seat, she switched on the engamal the Jeemared into actionShesped away from the
seedy motel parking lot to a much brighter and happier part of town.

Amel i a | aughed at a very amusing story Phi
on their vacation. Teal, for her part, was embarrassed as it was all about her and a goat.
With a groan, Teal squeal ed, AEnough! Was

nearly bowledne over and gored me. 0 Her eye tracked
brimming with merriment as she recalled the memory.
From her vantage point at the head of the table, Amelia saw the sparkle of love
and happiness spark between them and her thoughts andriégekto the empty dinner
place at the tabl@ here had better be a good reason for you being late. Way gaud t

called to |l et me know?why youbve stood me up
Tealsawthesubtleshake ofA me | headansl the direction of her gaz@ S h e
cant ake care of herself Amelia, you dondt nee
AYes | know, but she promised. A phone ca
thiséthis waitdifortgf. i veé 06sncdl Imodan&ti ghhnow about
star vi ng. 0upAmevalkedowasdthekdctien stairs.
ANeed any hel p?0 they both asked in uniso
With a weak smile, she shook her head. il

course. o

Teal watched her friend mount the stairs and although she was putting on a brave
face, she knewppeahaace ha®upsevAmalia. She maw always found
their interaction from that first day interesting. Now, after they had shared the same home



foralmostayeai,t wasnot geespaeagi alnlyy werndkwewAmel i ads
think she might be too dependent on Olivia rdwh adan@erous.

APenny for them, | ove?0 Phil asked as she
their fingers.

With a tender smil e, Teal repl i edl, i t hi
and something has to give or they wil/l bot h

With a frown Phil asked, il donot Kknow wh

ATrust me, when Olivia arrives youodll see
to the kitchen opened and Amelia headed dowrstiies with a fully laden tray of food.

With a swift glancéowardt he oncomi ng Amel i a, Phil whi s
shebs going to turn up?o0

AOh yeah. I f she promised Amelia shedd be
cof fee, shedl | uredheraitentiorht@atipepvenderfd ardma af theirt
first course. fAThat | ooks and smells wonder f

A beep from the security console in the centre of the building, indicated someone
or thing had entered the security barrier. Seconds later, the dpened and the purring
of a slow moving vehicle entered the premises.
Al candt believe it. What does she doésme
Amelia sighed though the thought of Olivia arriving made her feel giddy inside, as she set

the traydown and waited for their wandering friend to appear.

Moments | ater, Olivia popped her head aro
real | at e. I had a case thrust on me sorry.o
Phi l bef or e cfarp long sericuggladcentbd cunae @fher lips tugging into
a small smil e. AThe food | ooks great and wha
ten minutes to shower and 1611 be with you I

AGoédondt be surprisedt hd fwier dto ndd url seasv.eod
felt the depression shedd beenheastederdeigmg i nt o

enveloped her.

With a wink, Olivia shut the dining room door and disappeared.

Teal looked across at Phil and grinned as her eyed fillth the wordstold you
so.

After the meal was over, they moved into the lounge with coffee. The sparse
furniture prowed to bea problem ashere wa®nly one tweseater sofa and an armchair.
Teal grinned as Amelia looked perplexadP hnd la wi | | share the a
Ol'i via quickly i ntyctakedhe sofiAmelia daohavethe guest s
fl oor . o
Ameliamovech o dd e d t h élove gittingan the fibar cafl it a nun

thing. Pleas¢ake the sofandl 61 | f et ch the coffee. 0O

Severalminutes later, Amelia rentered the room and a smile tugged at her lips
when she heard the three laughifidhi s di nner party giving isnot
wouldbe. Maybe we can make it a more regular occurrencef Cof f ee as pr omi s e
knov of at | east two people who have a sweet

small chocolate wafers.



Olivia grinned and waved for Amelia to si
for today. o0 Her ice bl ue eyrwithdwenkd Amel i abds
motioned for her to sit beside the armchhiiwas an unconscious gesture because it was
something they often did when they sharegirttom togetheii Thank you Amel i a f
marvelous dinner it will keep me in good stead for my trip tonvarroo

Eyelids opened and closed rapidly as Amel
Where? | s it a cas 8hecolapsedon the floar eext tothg hel p?o0

armchair and waited while Olivia poured the coffee before she sat down.

Oliviagrinnedaff eal and Phil . AAl ways twenty ques
Teal smiled as she nestled closer to Phil
admit | 6m fascinated tooél wasnot aware of a

Olivia passed Amelia a coffee and gave her a reassuring asnilee retook her
seat and bit into a chocolate wafer. She tried to decide how much she could say without
alarming not only Amelia, but the others as well.

Als it the Shrek case?0 Amelia asked as s
rested naturally agashthem as she sipped her coffee.

AWow, a Shrek case? Are we going after an
she snagged a wafer from the plate.

Withalongsuf f eri ng expression, Olivia rolled
see what | have to putugw h . 0

Phil chuckled. ASure, but you | ove it, ri
closeness of Amelia in Oliviaés personal s pa

The warmth of Ameliabds back against her p
did this usually when they were aloaed the others in the room might misconstrue the
gestureWhatthe hellwh o cares, weoébre. fivemdowoumlodmdmngha
any other way. o

A We | | i s t hBedl asked ggais witb a snicker.? 0

Olivia sipped herurcdoefrfeere .a nii lofg ryeo, u tchaelnl sau

Amel i a whispered, Al call that an ogre. F

The words hovered between them. Without thought for what the others would
think, Olivia touched Ameliads cheotlek. Al 61 I
case Amelia and yes, before you say it, if |

AThank you. Hey, weodve gone all qgui et. Co
Amelia felt the knots in her stomach ease a little at her choice of words. Then turned her
attention back to theguests, trying to revive the sagging atmosph@re.i snieands i s n ot
going to stop us from enjoying the rest of the evening.

The gentle caress of Oliviads hands threa
the nape of her neck settled the nervesahedys jumbled around inside when Olivia
went away. This time it was worse for there
sayingOne way or another 1 06m going to find out
case.

An hour later, while Tealral Phil were on the journey home, Teal gave Phil a
serious gl ance. ADo you know what 1 6ém tal kin



Phil sighed. AYep | do For a homophobe,
carrying on. What | dondt gee¢nevedrseenlgeh i s OI i v
all ow anyone that c¢close to her personal spac

APl ease Phil, Amelia isnbét a homophobe. F
religious brain washing over the years. 't h
nun anymore. Beseds , Ol i via sl eeps with people from t
close as one gets to personal space. 0 Teal I

ANot what | meant and you know it. Sleepi
gratification doesm@obnngeeée¢essanisiyvyemedntthhatk
Olivia has I ocked the door behind her.o

ADo you think they | ove each other?0 Teal
the answer, but didndét want to voice it for

Phil grinnedi | n their own way yes. As t o, i f, |
otherétime will tell my | ove. Al Il | care abo
showing her how much | | ove her. o

ASounds | i ke the perfect plugmhertveinsase. 0 Tea
she relaxed into the love she shared with the woman besidehoge one day you and
Olivia feel like thisAmelid 6d even pray for it nkit it wasnot

blasphemous.

AWhat ti me do vy oadQOlviaguiety a8stheyclrardd aveay a s k
some of the debris of the evening meal.
Ol'i via picked up sever alShefihabydecidenlft cut | er vy

wo u | d wdrth thebaggravation if steontinued to ignore the question Al 6 m | eavi ng
firstlighto she said |l ooking atlhet!|eriovsewatfolr hT

Amelia gave herfriendalonpar d st ar e. AYou need to get
you didndét come home | ast night and god only

thity-si x hours. o
With a chuckle, Olivia stopped what she w
huh?o

Alf | didnét who would? Wi Il you go to be

AHow do you know | wasné6t going to bed?0d
made her smile. A0k, busted. |l was going to

Amel i a scratched the back of her head i C
You and | are going to do some research. Tha
take a nap. o

AYou do? How do you work that one out ?0 C

AfBecause, you hate me being a back seat d
reason youo6ll send me to bed and if | go you
walkedtowardt he area that housed all of Oliviaods ¢

Belly laughs echoed in the dining room as Olivia, with hands on her hips and a
bemused expression, watched her friend | eave
than | know mysel fAmeliasut e theydoar anld tcayghtupwith o wi n g
her. Al have another idea. How about we have
details of the case | 6m working on. After th
Do we have a deal ?0



Ameliapursedaér | i ps for a moment. AOn one cond

AAnd that is?0 Olivia waited.
Al 6d rather yow¥imadnaklest mehed elept dett er . ¢
AMakes me sl eep better too. Ah, thatds yo

With a grin, Olivia headed for the khen stairwell as Amelia went back to the lounge.
One way or another they were both getting their own way.

Olivia opted forusing hemotorcyclefor speed was of the essence. Her call to
Par ker 6 s c eahswerddarnd thgt baadl pissed diérHer radar detector beeped
for the second time andhe sped up knowing the speed she was doing would only create
a blur on theadar If Parker were still in the town where the Peteés@unt lived, it
would be the logical first call. Andf she hadigured that out with ease, a contract killer
of the caliber of O6DoHedls|l pwoblad | lyawe sd ®mpe
As her bike ate up thmniles Olivia wondered about the background of the Wihy,
would someonwant to havehe Peteren woman eliminat# The only possible reason
to torture her that way was to get the answer to a question.
The quel bastardlid n 6t need t o c utorpolfofithetalls hands an
Other less dramatic tortures would have sufficBlde final decsive deathblow had even
made herfeelsickhe 6 d sl owl y «ieleneerhasds otlvremneank te ancend
|l know that [ 6ve practiced eddmadelhimbttte it myse
more than the bottom of the food chain as far asocmncernedlf | have the opportunity,

|l 611 see that his miserable |Iife ends with a
someone | i ke me woul dndt Kknow. Besi des, no o
at DOCO.They would clean up her mess esply as she called them and told them she

was workingforthenoen t hi s case. Par kdrédd manvey iwa st oi n

for one of her charies
When a sign popped up in front of her, Waterston 75 miles, she checked her
speedometer and grintheVh a twipisg with addinganother twenty miles tamy speed?
ALet it rip baby! o With her head down, she f
highway



Chapter 8

Somet hi ng i s nThenwithiagtart Patxer openechharteyes and

focused on rafters of the barn. She breathed in the sweet smellstfatvand sighed,

AHome. 0 ,Shedeervlayi zed | GdplEetisganals ndt r i ght
Parker stood up quickly and in a | oud whi

you?0 When nsbescamgeied/dovendhmiadder and took in the barn, her car

and the slightly open door-nothing dlgrbyese, 0 s he c a
focused on the back seat of her old car and
ASHI T! Wher 8@ hbi gous gmi?esi ng and ités my faul

awake. Damn itJust then, the door opened wider.

ASpou finally woke up sl eepyhead, 0 Sophi e
you might sleep the day away. 0

Parker fixed her gaze on Sophie befdre approached the woman and took her

by the shoulders. fANever, ever do that again

Puzzled, Sophie said, AWhat ?o0

ALeave and not tell me where you are goin
and they are killersédondt you get that?o0

For along momenttbown eyes competed with blue for
Sophie whispered. Al didnét think. o

AWell you better start thinking, o Parker
Al thought they found you. o

AThe only one that found me was your moth

AMmot her ?20

AYeah, I woke up and was | ooking through
when she came into the barn. She said she knew you were here and was checking on
you. O

AKnew | was here?o

Sophie | aughed. AApparently sheadal ways kn
ités a mother thing.o When she felt Parker r
|l et out a breath AAnyway, she sent me out h
and your brother and his wife are on their w

Parker shook herhead " Ar e you sure youodre ready for

Sophie furrowed her brow AFor what ?0

A reassuring arm went around Sophieds sho
AYouol | see. 0 As they neared the house, Par k
visit?o0

AHmMMh 1lo6d guess about an hour maybe more.
Parkerdos face, she | aughedpodaOb yes, I know

Al al ways hated that name it reminds me o

Sophie watched as Parker and her mother huggeoh still remember my
mother she thought as melancholy washed overlhgonder if she knows how lucky she
is.She was so |l ost in her thoughts that she di



shrill got her attention immediately. When she turrsdee saw a very pregnant willowy
blonde rushingowardParker.

AYoubve come back home, 06 the woman gushed
t he woman wrapped her arms around Parker s n
When she pulled away, shetoBkar k er 6 s hand and put 1t on her
AWebre having a baby. o

The next person Sophie saw was a behemoth of a man who lifted the two women
off the groundThis must be the brother and his wife.

When the man finally lowered the women, Parker smddim on the shoulder.

AYou shoul dnét be squeezing Crystal that har
child. o They all | aughed and hugged again. C
and proudly said, ASophi e @Dud amits tvniifse i Gr yng/t

ACome on everybody find a seat, breakfast

Sophiebs eyes bulged when s hkotheyeat t he amo
like this everyday®ophie wondered as she covertly watched the family interagt. Sh
paid particular attention to the pregnant woman who was sitting so close to Parker that
Sophie thought she might be in her lap. Crystal used every opportunity to touch her sister
inlaw and would frequently puldh@®Pamher g hanc
Sophieds eyes scanned the faces of Parkerods
actions of Crystal were in any way weirépparently not.

Once the meal was over, Sophie said, @aAWou
Mr s . Davis. o

AN thank you dear, | have it under contrc
daughter. ASophie probably would appreciate
cold barn. Wi ll you show her where everythin

Parker escorted Sophie to what the familygldui ngl y cal |l ed t he suit
|l i ke a strange set upél mean you basically h

AYears ago my grandparents moved out here
complete with two bedrooms, a | ighead. rfolotm, Db
became known as the suite when for laughs one year my mother turned back the sheets
and | eft chocolate on the pillows. 0 Parker s
closet door. WAEverything youodoll need is in h

A T hkasn, |l 61l go get a change of <c¢clothes. o

AWhy donot you stay in the back bedroom?
they wil|l hav to get by me first.o Parker t
flashing.

At the same ti me eSrdpahw @ ss avied,y i Yoonuwdr osfi syto
Parker looked at her phorfzmissed call. She looked at the caller I3hit, it

wasOlivia Di stracted she said, fils she? | hadnbot
AWell vyeah, It hi ndbe saithwith Iser blumeyds tixedeo wi t h y o
Parker.
AYoubre crazy! Sheds just a touchy feely
my brother and theydre having a baby. o
Sophie I et out a derisive | augh. A0k, hayv

the way she kissed you it would have defid | v t ur ned me on. (‘) Sh e sh
into the bathroom and closed the door.



Hmma ki ss i1 s all it would take. | 61 | have
Parker | aughed. fANo way, o0 she said to the cl
herhead as she remembered the morning siNfar, s heds not 1 nill ove wi

havendét time to think about this now, o0 she s
the no nonsense clipped voice of Oliwao u 6 ve reached When Heaven |
the desk of Olivia Santos. I f you |l eave your
shortly.i O, this is Parker returning your call. I



Chapter 9

The motorcycle came into the town of Waterston in a blunashine andider
appeared as ddevil in a tornadentered townAs Olivia slowed to a speed fitting the
local town law she glanced around and noted it was a small town like many in the area. A
main street, a school, church and a few houses scattered arourg eAdtbf the street,
she saw a sign that looked a good place to-stiop local diner. Seconds later, she pulled
up in the restaurantodés par ki ng Yepoustllkend gave
all the othersWith feline grace, she dismounthkdr bike and let down the kickstand. She
positioned the bikeher pride and joyin such as way thahethought she would see it
from most of the seats in the establishm8hie removed her jtlack helmet with the
insignia WHMH bookended by flames ome side and an ethereal light on the other.
Her hair cascaded onto her shoulders as she shook her head, then stowed the helmet in
the pannier on the back and retrieved her cell phone from the same place. She flicked it
on and retrieved her messages inatgdhe one from Parkedmm only a few minutes
ago. Her glance took in the diner as the superb smells tempted her grumbling stomach.
| 61 somedafee and call her when | get insid#ith ease, she removed her jacket,
slung it over her shoulder and ergd the diner.

Olivia sat in a booth waiting for the coffee she ordekesl eyes barely registedl
the interior of the building as she reached inside her jacket for her cell phone. Before she
had time to dial, thevoman who greeted hbeadeder way

ALooks | i ke youdve had a rough
on the table along with the menu.
youdre ready to order. o

When Dolly didnodét nwhateoeshewandati®l i vi a gl ar e
already? With a look of irritation, Olivia glanced at the woman and sarcastically replied,
flLooks | i ke youoveo hiaked lzer attemtiogdack to ex origiralo
goal of calling Parker for the third time.

AYeah, Il p opestmgr thady. 0 Dol ly just shook h
forthe kitchen]l sur e coul d us e WRaenshe gosto theekitchen,ahleo ut n o\
looked at the woman via the pabsu.| wo u |l d ngetton theavrohg sitdecof that
one.

Olivia ground her teethwhich wasan irritating habit that she knew annoyed
Amelia. A habit she didvhen she was tired and exasperated with things in general. At the
thought ofAmelia, a brief smile tugged at her lips as she waitedHecall to connect.

Parkerlistened to the sound of the shower stopping and felt her phone vibrated
before it rang. I't was Oliviads number. fAHel
the same time didndot want Udtdighavedlthe o over hear
information, it is bestf she is out of the loop

Al'tdés me, where havehwpoulbeam? f Noddgoodt i &
Olivia quietly, but resolutely informed her old loveBafitom line Parkei s youdér e up t
your eyeballs in shit, gitime

0 Dol |

ne,
|l 61 1 just

0
fi

o



Afterblowi ng out a breath, Parker replied, 0
own. 0 Her tevardtlse bathhooni doa and watched as a towel clad Sophie
stepped out. fAWhat have you discovered? Was

Olivia hesitated for &w moments before she repliétY es. Tortured too, you
might wanttokeep t hat from the girlfriend. 0O

AGirl friend, where the hell did that «c¢ome

ALook, the f act sSosppheiaeck DOuorra ntthéesmspeil cvteusr e i
Petersonw ma n 6 € maryarenfehem together. | call that a little more than
childhood friends dondét you. Anyway, youore
problem, which is why youb6re in the mess you

Al knew oheyswerPatker admitted. She watc
open. AThis is very complicated. 0 When Sophi
AThe stepmother wants Sophie dead so she can
stay safe for two more morgh. 0

Olivia frowned fiMakes more sense out of why someone is paying heavily for a
hit and eliminating anything that comes in their paivo months can be a lifetime if we

dondt get proof quickly. Does she thave any s

The whirring of the hairdryer all owed Par
nothing that can be solidjed t he st epmot her. 1 6ve tracked h
mont hséo Silence came from the bathroom. dALi

not lether hear the conversation until we have a plan set in motion. There was nothing
that the stepmother said specifically to me that said to kill her. | always had the gut
feeling that is what she intended. o

fiHow the hell did you let yourself getinthissita i on Par ker 20 When s
hear a repby $é€hheesai o) am?0 Olivia scoffed st
God helpus

Al got into the situation because | need
need to eat occarsgroinlay.l yi Di&livad a kakab®lpleaM ida ,a
certainly never would have called you! Can vy

AMy god at | ast youobve said something wit

t hat 6s dedd m mdtb wsromteehéadstonébtl @ems her e t al ki ng
youa r e nWith thd aitm | might add,of keeping your sorry ass alive, so give up on the
sanctimonious crap will you Parker. You and | need to talk seriadely feasible isa

face to f ace? erfo@headndfwnsdovheashecsvetite waitress

coming in her direction.

AYou ready to order, 0 Dolly asked as she
When Sophie turned off the hair dryer, sh
to someoneShould | openthedor and i nterrupt the conversat:
getting involved in whatever @Ehepphetear sheds h

to the door as she did many times as a child when her grandmother spoke with her father.
Who is shealking to?

When Parker heard the hair dryer go off s
ready for Sophie to be part of her conversation with Olivia. From the phone she heard
Olivia talking to someone whose voice she re
AYeah, we can meet, 0 she said with quiet res
Sophie safe. 0



Usually multitasking waone of heistrong suite, but now, havng two running
conversationswas next to impossiblé 6 m t -damnn tgeal tbr thisOlivia gaveher
attention to thevoman waiting to take her ordéidash browns, scrambled eggs and a
side of nBhesthrmeder attentiotback to Parkeandcompletely ignoedthe

olderwoman still standindgpy her tablen I 6 m 1 n t h Waterspmlaadeescanc al | e d
meet here at the dinef/hat the hell is the nanwé this place Her glanceeturnedo the
womanwh o was giving her an i mpatient | ook. 0 Wr

AGood Eats, 0 Dolly said proudtendto Al 61 | ge
the man over there. o

Olivia nodded, Al 6 m.Wihthaapose yoaamoblera| | ed Goo
When can you get here?o0

Al candt believe it!o Parker exclai med. i
your order. o

AWhy ?o0

ADammit O, dfoorwhoantc el jausskt. 0

Olivia looked at the womawho was coming back by hertable A You dr e goi ng
think thisisstrangb ut my éfri end needsodBhechebdsupohel
phonkeadg®. o

Tentatively, Dol ly took the smal/l phone.

ADolily a4 good to hear your wvoice this 1iIs

Dol |l yos eye widened. AParker is that real

AYes, i t &hatydukegpgourtveicetdowdn need your help. o

ASure, anything. o

AThat man that was i norSopherhave olnseenbimher day
again?o

AYes, heds here now, o Dolly whispered. He
giving Ol ivi aotes. boot h the once

Parker Dblew out a breath. AThe woman who
Dol | yésheo6s dguye If shd neddhamy hglpvath information, please tell her
everything you know. I 61 | see you soon Dolly
now. O

Dolly Il oudly said, AWedre right in the mi
passed the phone bam the dark brooding woman, whose eyes were now staring at the
man who instigated her Roseb6s sudden departu
I 61 | be back with your meal . 0

AOk, what now Parker? For the @& eOloirdi,al t

continued to scan the booth opposite her although the man had turned away from her
concentrated gaze.

Al can guarantee thab one made melOi vi a, 0 Par ker said feel.]
with Olivia escalateWhy did | ever think we could work togetlagair?in The onl vy
reason Dolly knows me is that | worked there
i mplications that | am.o

Olivia felt a rising anger of her own to
Al &m going to askégdotmeRrkreae& oand once only

Exasperated by the conversation and regretting ever calling Olivia, Parker blew
out a long breath. AAsk away, 0 she said ters



AAre you r omant thewomadnyo u drve | frreanh @va ¢ chm @ t
give me that cr ap wdathhenjusttell cneibyouehava fedlings | eepi ng
more than the norm for our type of work?o6 Ol

fil learned a long time ago not to let my heart rule my judgment O, you more than
anyone else should knowthad She sat on teheet cuopu cohn aan dt apbulte
want to do is keep her safe and end up with enough money for my efforts to pay the
bills. o

AThemvyo  Pakergiikedvoman | once knew always put the heart first
it was t he g ulhbutremembenthisipiece éf\ade &k trust me it comes
from one who knows. When your mind is involved in that way Parker you do things you

never would have imagined possidol.le and | don

youdre honesytouwdiltlh kynoouw slefiuth andercée younndgthtou t h

can do Odyi jiobds t houghts tur nenmbttteawomem | mage

t hat betrayed her, but the young woman sheod
After digesting the words, Parker let her eyes wonder to tthedzan.Am |

interested in her sexually? Ny head is squarelyonthejab.l 61 | say it again

will have no doubts O. | am not interested in Sophie Durant sexually or any other way.
Right now, she is vulnerable and | would be a real shit to tkansage of her. All |
want to do is keep her safe. | wonodot | et any
From the bits and pieces Sophie could make out, she could tell that whomever
Parker was speaking with was annoying her, which meant they hadry.hghat to do,
what to do? Should | stay put énoWwithtbat,]l open t
she opened the bathroom door and without lootomgardParker went to her room.
Olivia smiled tightyA How much do you still trust me
Parkerwatched as Sophie went into her room and closed the ldotirdo
whatever it takes to kedyersafe That has never been an i ssue f
trusting you Qo
Olivia sighed silentlyWe | | t hat 6 s s dé@ent hiakg ngnygWway ge
situatioré all of it. All I needyou to do is stick to Ms. Durant like gléesh e doesnodt
breathe unless you can hear it got me?0
Parkerds back went rigid at the words. il
this is my case. We will work it together.o
AAnd,we will.1 can 6t [Qurambuelcan finMthe person who killed her
friend and whenidd 6 | | ensure we get the confession o
But, i f ybahydtde womanharedryou do, the dirty wogo for it. Fire avay
b o s sh&spit out sarcasticallyThen she added, Ar e you afrai d |
or takethe mon&yAs we bot h know Parker, I 6m n
sold mine to the devil years ag®
Parker i gnored the tcloate braelkashiiiWweg btohdn Kao
accomplish anything so | etds not go there ok
t hat was | ooking for Sophie two days ago i s
ran up her spine as she realized thatOliveu |l d be i n danger. AFrom
about what happened to Camille | think we ¢
hand across her face. Al éplease be careful é
For the first timeOlivia smiled properly as her wiei teeth gleamed against her
oliveskinThat 6s real f uNowly PaAowWeyoufdongt Kknow me

I ma k

o |
ot | i ke

\
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I



good thingbecausd dondét think youodilldlkleBelieeat haotad | &
or not,Parker, do preferbeing aliveat the &d of the casendnot planted six feet under.
After]l take care of this gquy, weDHdgveywet here
time to come up with a pl&n you always were better at plans thma 0
Parker felt her shoulders reldkis just like oldtimeé s he f el t a chuckl e
to break looseYou always wanted to take the led when it came to damgkgo
headlong in without a thought of what might happel. i st en, why dondét you
t hat way you can meet avdd ddh&suimihgithatthegughe paus
there has a partner and knows where he is. |
A frown filteredl bdoerb®©énvaawvbki Featbuouesit
Parkerds fol ks agaitinvplvedaecembréidl 61 t haakandanet c
guy and see you at your folks plabés eveningl take it the barn is still habitable for the
night ?0o
With a crease of the brow, Par ker asked,
A chuckle passed her lips as Oliweith a smile shook her headiPredictalility
my dear Parkerfor you always did run home tmom anddad when there was no one
else to turn to. Happened all the time when we foughwast he per fect hi deawa
All Parker could do was laugh.feels god to have her on my side againT o

answer your question, the barn is stildl habi
up for you. o
ASounds | i ke a pl aon Qloi wiea rleddlli esde eq wioeut Il
Al 61 1 be waitingjoagPainertbantdsbéefore add
Olivia cut her offiYeahw e | | | 6 m i n .Judremeroberthatlared money
we ol | both oealisgesti higneol My | 61l 1| see you toni
Parker felt her mind and uessyreaggibercol d wi t
wrong.i Yeah, see you | ater. o

Olivia was about to end tlmnversatiorabruptly but decided in a split second
that would be a bad caiYeahbye. 6 Then hit the end button &
in her handUntil thatmoments h e healtzed dhaher heart had been thumping at a
tremendousrat&od | hope | dondtéespegalyatherfokset i ng her
place There areoo many happy memoriés stir up and neither of us needs that in our
lives now.

Confused, Parker tried to make sensedfe conver sati on, but mo:
reactionIt was almost as if we neverparted Just then, the door to S
opened. Her eyes fixed on the woman and she snfilétli . |l 6ve just spoken

person who is going to bring to justice f@ople who murderegbur friend and are
trying to murdeyou.She shoul d be here tonight. o



Chapter 10

Sophie stood by the couch with her hands
savior?0 She watched as Par k dlimewhattt waatd t he cu
to know. 0

Not only were Parkerdéds emotions raw, but
voice the night before they seemed to be all overthe glacec an 6t bel i eve she
hold overmefi PI| ease Sophi e, wislol weow asni tt ad kwm wi t h

Als it that bad?0 Sophie asked as she sat

ADepends on your definition of bad, 0 Park
woman. fAYou know it wighthoars agaothatwe weremsloaringat han f
beer at that little ba . I think we were developing a frie

AYeah, 0 Sophie sigheadodoegkthdéseem®oli ke a |

Parker nodded. AW Il you tel!/] me about Ca

ANot wuntil you tell me who is coming to s

How muchdoltellherd Year s ago | wor kedinfor the pol
Portsmouth 8hit, thisisharddi My partner from that time is g
name is Olivia Santos. 0

AHow much is this Olivia Santos gonna COSs

Parker snagteddl ANpaki her . o

AWhy do you have to bring someone el se in
pretty good all by myself over the | ast ten

AMaybe so, but | did find you in Portsmou

that information on to your stegmt her . 0

Sophie wrapped her arms around her bent k
she found Cammie, 06 she whispered. ADo you kn

AYou | oved her ?o0

AYes, she was my best friend ever since ¢
grandmotherinsistedo t o a private school and Cam coul
wi ped away the tears that brimmed in her eye
but we still were friends. 't wasndét until s

became distar.

AThen why did you end up there?o0

Al didndt think anyone would find me ther
as she swiped away the tears. Al tired of be
place to stay and to be with someone that haddhee memories. In the end, all | did
was to cause my dear friendds death, 0 she wh

Al'f | hadndét found you would you have st a

With watery blue eyes closed, Sophie said
her, but waserdti fi nt haotvemakdadh &ny sense. 0

Not really. How can you live with someone make love to that person and not be
committedtoher iWer e you | overs?o

Sophiebs eyes opened wide and fixed on Pa
anything?06 shemgirmwllrd.miidelre df anowhere wi't
and my best friend was murdered because of me and you want to know if we were
l overs? What kind of question is that?o



The fire in the woman dissipated as fast as it rose and Parker eased her arm
aroundte trembling womandéds shoulders. Al oém s

With her head resting on Parkerds shou

With eyes shifting away from the woman, Parker tried to compose her thoughts.
Howmuchdolt¢él her éhow much do®hslockddéireallyeaeSbphieo kn o w:

r

or
| de

when she | ifted her head. AThey tortured her
with horror before tears began to well. AThe
ANoooo, 0 Sofpteire chambddklds to her chest. A
AYes she did, and it is up to us to make

called Olivia. She is a master tactician with resources and capabilities that | know will
keep you safe. o

AWhen dboelk ?meet

AToni ght . o



Chapter 11

Dolly confirmedthat the man in the booth was the same pelPswker mentioned
He is one of two things. A private detective plod like Parker, hired for much the same
reasons by the stepmother, but with about fifty perceverfekills. Or this is the
interesting part and infinitely moAx i nf or ma
she watched the man at his tabl e, lfttsshse si | ent
the caliber of mame uses foback uplwon 6t have any troubl e wor ki
Everyone has flaw, even meFortunately, for me, mine is a good two hours away in
another statesafe at home

As she considered all plausible options open to her, she looked at her watch. It
was tero-clock Sundaynorning and Amelia would be having brunch at home. The
picture was so clear that it took her breath away. It made her wonder why she was sitting
alone in a town shedd never been in before,
her life anymore, when shcould be there sharing some down time with her friend.

Friend yeah right, iis becoming harder and harder to ignore the fact thatareclose
friends. Not of a sexual natuteie, but everything else thgoeswith living together. |
fi gur ed omselafeebadmorihenowten monthslate® d be devlgltst ated i f

AHey honey, hedés gone. Shouldndt you be t
Olivia dragged her thoughts to the present and looked at the woman.

AThanks Dol |l y,hilm fa ghuereatidrigbt tagr| amiosifed
in the same traps | warnedParkera b o u t aydréadmng like a lovesick teenager
ca n lettmyseldo that again She quickly selected several bills from her billfold and
handed t hem tbacholalny,t hfelroItli meedt he cooki ngds

Before Dolly could say another word, Olivia bolted out of the establishment as the
older woman peered at the notes in her hand. Her legs nearly gave out on her as she spied
t wo hundred dy,) ltahmatbdd |mor éiOthhan | make i n a

Olivia wasnét far behind the man who was
at her as she wetdwardher bike and sat astride it as if she were moving on. He
nonchalantly dismissed her presence and headed tuattk of the diner. Olivia swiftly
dismounted her bike and sped stealtHikg a lion on the chase of prey, after him. The
man didndét know what hit him when he reached
diner. The hand around his neck preveritied from going further until his captor drug
him easily to the ground.

AWhat the fuck!o

Olivia placed a booted foot on his throat
your daddy tell you it wasndét polite to spea

The man fdlthe downward pressure on his windpipe as thedsivé bore her
weight directly on his windpipe. Air was now at a premium as he felt his lungs
contracting like a fish out of water. His hands pulled at her booted foot with as much
power as he could mustet he boot didndét move.

Alf you answer my questions you might get
why do you want to know if a certain woman h
the pressure of her boot and watched in primal satisfaction asdysgyiped down much
needed his air.



After several moments, the man glared at the tall Latino woman who had
outsmarted himShamuss going to kill me fomylack of attentionl should have known
she was trouble just by looking at hBrwh at b usti noefs sy oiusr s? | donot
you anything. o The man spat out defiantly an
glint in the blue eyes above him.

AToo badél wanted you to give O6Donnel |l a
flicker of e meyéesHeods i wo rt khien gadisdamn &ésDonnel |
betrayed him

AWhméssage?0 he croaked out just before s
windpipe. Olivia began to flex her toe allowing him a little air before stopping it for
longer periods. Themanloekd at t he womanés face and reald]
torturing him. His mind shouted out silently as he saw the expression in her dyes.e

seen it beforeimyc ousi nds when hedo killed that gir]l
Olivia gave a chilling laugh as she callously replied i Hmm, | wonder if
want verbal message or will a written notat:i
pocket and pulled out a small knife. The blade glistened in the sunlight filtering through
the cracks in the wooden faerece.oufi XwsthianPtdo o f
Sean wasnoét | i ke his cousin, ford he didn
cano6t béltdglaly the ma ddédd nmarerf csraigdudne knew hi mé
boss and | work for him. | do the legwork that kind of thing. l@an ki | | peopl e, o
exclaimed in genuine fear.
API ty, I was hoping you might be more tha

therefore hebdbs not goi ng notationwislsl ydoou. iAsh hei.t
the luck of t he anhgledthe knife ready tostrkd a bbow.Ol i vi a
The gurgling sound from the man, squirming under her boot for enough air to

speak, made a cruel smile cross Oliviabs fac
nameds Sean OO6Donnel | , knBvvehynhe svanis ® finththatc o us i n.
wo man. |l only know that heo6l |l kil levewmnyone wh

you, you evil bitch.
ADoes he know where you are? What have yo
opening for the information they needed.

Ad knows I 66m in this town, but not that |
family has gone back to Portsmouth for the f
cozy and all with that Peterson woman. o0 The
his tone.

AYou donét | i ke gay people Sean?0d06 Olivia

His |Iips twisted into a grimace. ANo, it2d
al |l be exterminated | ike Hitler tried with t

ADoes your cousintfwaly hbebsambeaprd her D
her control slipping. Any thought of this man leading a normal life after the interrogation
was over was nonexistefithe remains alive is dependent on what answer comes next.

Al n his own way themnuaitilased theebitch. Saidsleemeedled to s t
know what it feels |Iike to have a man inside
bigotry incensed Olivia.

Staring up to the heavens, Olivia raised

to kill him with ore swift mark. But, the face of an angel appeared before her. That was



how she always thought of Amelia when she entered her consciousness. She removed her
boot and released the man while silently cur
shedevi hé6sbehgnd him so hedd better not kil
The man idiotically thought he could get the upper hand when the Latino woman
turned her back on him. He lunged at her with the switchblade he took from his pocket.
Damn what a pityOlivia thought as she felt the thrust of the blade pierce her
leather jacket and lodge in her should&d he have to do th&tThis jacket cost me a
fortune Wi th alarming speed, she swung around d
incapacitateuhersecfovhadu chatncye and you wasted
wielded her weapon and slit his throat in one exact move. He slid to the ground with a
shocked look, as his blood rapidly seeped onto the pavement.
Instincts kicked in, as she considered her nextaridrag the body to a dumpster
may be or é éviafishes in &is ppcket and retrieved the car keys and
minutes later, she moved the car to the back of the building and dumped his body in the
trunk. Fortune was on her side as she spied a hrowsght several yards away. With a
mixture of disgust and satisfaction she washed away the blood on her hands. Then, she
dialed her associates within the DOCO to enlist their help in removing the body without
anyone knowing it had ever been there.

Shetookan mi nute to pop her head in the door
my bike out front is that ok with you?o

ASure i s honey. 16l1 keep and eye on it f
you catch up with Sean?

AYeah | didéin faiced dhaerdso |l etting me use h

Dol |l yos eylehsatnbéasr roodnde.d .l t hought she waséo

much work to do to worry aboanyone else

With little more than a mild backward glance, she backed the vehicle out of the
parking lot and droveowardthe outskitsd t own. On her way into to
wooded area, which would be as good as any to keep a low profile until the clean up team
turned up. Ten minutes later, she pulled the car off the road and sent a text of her grid
coordinates to the controller.

As Olivia sat in the cashe contemplatedhat just occurredndberated herself
for her actionsThat suckedDamn | was hoping not to kill anyone just ygte get some

kind of reprieve though | 6 rhecsaurrcen etr  wi | | keep tftre Peterso
autopsy so the funer al w o0 nl think gbod old Shamusa n ot her
is hoping that Sophie turns g he carniake herdowntherdh at 6 s t he pl ace f ol

right now, but first | have to see Parkeé8he shook her head.o w, t nightiates a
waiting to happen. Il know her fol ks wild.l be
them sinceési nce AmaiMipingahand aver hdr @yes| shevsighedvi t h  me
and realized for the first time that shedawound For gotddés sahkelt haedéel
ruined my jacket!

Olivia stepped out of the vehicle, shrugged out of her jacket, and examined the
tear in the expensive black leather. Then, as a second thought, she checked the wound on
her back as best she couthmn | 6 m g o iveitgpadk tha h @ v emeto stopt i
and let someone stitch Bheused a pack of tissues to stem the ftdvibloodand after an
hour, it seemed to stop. When she noticed two cars approachirdyagiged on her
jacketand waited for themto stoptlast t hey 6r e her el



Half an hour after providing all the details they needed to begin surveillance at the
funeral home and the cemetery in Portsmouth one of the men, Dan Estevez gave her a lift
back to town. She knocked on the window and waved at Dolly bsfereevved up the
motorcycle and headed out of Waterstowardher meeting with Parker.



Chapter 12

The Davis family along with Sophie Durant sat at the dinner table. Sophie
watched as everyone else filled their plates and ate with gArstio| thoudpt the

breakfast was hug&he eyed everyone and thought c andét bel i eve that noc
slob.
ADig in, 0 Ed Davistowaadhds Benpoi@®thbdrtwi sef
wi || gobble it all up. o
Frank sputtered his protests then shrugged bereh aughed. filtds mom
sheds too good a cook. o
ASophie, where do you
I

|l ive?0 Ruth asked.
AMy family is in Phi adel phia, 06 she said
The less they know about her the befieMo m, you ready for mor e

Ruth looked at herdaughtt  and frowned. AWho?0 she ask:
eyebrows.

When the eyes of the older woman landed on her, Sophie wanted to crawl under
the table | thought she liked me.

Parker reached across the table and patte
Momeéi t esoneomou havenodt-Oseeinafor a | ong ti me

Sophi e watched as t hHEmms$heraustknow theawmordan f ac e
and obviously likes her.

A Oh, Parker, that is wonderful news. .. we
Ruth felt her cheeksgwrosyl hope Ol i via doesndét | et the ¢
been keeping in touch with us since she and Parker went their separatéiwayse n  wi | |
she arrive?0o0

ANot until |l ate so you wonbét see her unti

ANo, no 1lidlll sthteaygeup there. o

AMom, thereds no way of knowing how | at e
shedd stay in the barn till morning. o

AThat 6s ridiculous, 0 Ed said. AYou stay u
a proper place to sleep.o

AOhdondt know, 06 Cryst al i nterjected. Al t

The venom that | aced the pregnadoendwomanods
think she |ikes the woman, Sophie thought as

green, but know the sound of jealousy when | hear it. Hmm, | wonder what the Santos
womanos r el at i o Whemshp noticedthe losk®arkereshot Grystal, she
let a thin smile curve her lipah-ha.

ANo one stays in the barn in my house! 0 F

AUnl ess itds Frank, 0 Parker added trying

AOr you Sis,0 Frank added. Al seem to rec
l oft. o

Parker chuckled. AYeah, and apparently I

looked at her mdéter and winked.
As the meal continued, Sophie watched as Parker moved her food around with her
fork until Ruth put her arm around her daugh



in her ear, Parker nodded t heyebrdwedreased t hi n sn
T she hated being out of the lodget it has to do with that woman coming here tonight.

It was half past ten and Parker looked out the curtained window for the umpteenth

time. AShedl | be her e WenParkertpierced et vithame r e, 0 S
angry look, shesawrehow dar e her | ook at me | i ke that?
AMaybe you should go outside and wal k out to

Sophie said sarcastically.

Parker shook herheadagch ve Sophi e another angry | ook
you?0 she replied turning her head back to t
remar ks ,Th3osp hiisen.é6at | i ke me at all éwhy am |
and | never letgoTenyearslateand | still feel as though 1 0mn
sheds concerned. I know sheds found someone

youronly feeingShe | ooked into the dark night and s

Oliviaglancedat he huge sycamore that was the sicgc
road to the farm. She turned her bike into t
have to get off and open the galbey must have left it open for riter face grimaced
in pain as ke felt the stone chippings of the drive rattle her body. It was in stark contrast
to the smooth tarmac sheéd traveled on for h
lights of the farmhouse and a slight grin tugged at herApsmom never would havet
me sleep in the barishe decelerated and the bike moved closer to the house and her
meeting with Parker.

The roar of the motorcycle made Parkero
prefer that hog over a c aeing®livia &igainhadcherd t o n
stomach doing the same flip flops that it
voice on the phone. She opened the door, and went outside and was slightly annoyed
when Sophie chose to tag along. When the motorcycle camedp, alse felt her chest
constrict as she struggled to breathe.

The powerful machine rested in the glow of the outside lights of the farmhouse.
Through her visor, Olivia briefly glanced at the two figures standing on the pdoh.
guaint, a welcoming comittee.The pain in her left shoulder made her cringe as she
dismounted the bike and ensured it was in a safe position. She turned to the people on the
porch and with a deft movement from years of practice regardless of the pain, removed
her helmet and sh&awut her hair. Her cold blue eyes met the woman she had seriously
considered killing ten years earli®@amn, she looks good, always did always will...it's
definitely the bone structuré.1 see you waited up for me, 0 Ol
with cat Ike gracetowardthe steps.

Parker watched the sleek body clad in leather move and felt out of her element.

Do | hug her, shake her hand orégod | 6d | ove
She gulped in deep breat he yanur tsuawiedr t® Sop

Sophie watched when the woman took off her helmet and had to stop herself from

gasping.She is absolutely magnificeshe thought as she felt her body react in pleasure.

s
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Then the mystery woman approached them much as a lion would itapte$ophie

shivered with delight. fADoes she al ways pres
ALIi ke what ?0
AA predator, 0 she whispered.
There was no time for an answer as Olivia was upon them.

Ol'ivia saw the twit chsuretelthatshe wdseervous. Par ker
AiSavior is hardly the word | would describe
stay in the barn?o

At a loss for words, Parker could only shake her head as she tried to reign in her
emotions. fAWell, sOmevne avpddb tanéavehheak o

She turned to Sophie. ASophie Durant this 1Is
Thewordsmom di dndét want mangoi st 3gphnebdbeebhn
extended her hand to the womarbBhefei&ajolm pl eased
course through her body when they shook halgs.my, you are one hot woman.
When Olivia extended her left arm without thinking, she felt the pain in her
shoulder againThat damn wound is beginning to irritate n®he briefly accepted the
introduction as her eyes scanned the woman in front of her. She could see why Parker got
herself involved in saving her. She had the air of someone you wanted to protect, same as

she did Amelia. AGood to see youiaMdfee Dur ant .
brewed? 16d murderésorry | need the caffeine
ASure, 0 she said as she opened the screen
AEveryone is asleep,0 in a quiet voice. No s
mot her 6s voi ckdchenl oated into the
Al heard your bike, 0 Ruth said as she ent
|l 6m so glad to see you.0 She embraced Ol ivi a
AAre you hungry? | can fix you some | eftover
Ol i v i asthartedergne reot only the pressure Ruth put on the knife wound, but
at the womandés heartfelt and natur al wel c ome
but dondét do anything special for meél dm sur
Ruthtookalog hard | ook at OIlivia then furrowec
hide anything from me young | ady ¢€él can tel!l
that jacket off and | et me see what | can do

Parker looked at Olivia again and saw the slgyatk in her facadéom'’s right
she'shuthR What happened to you?0 she asked.

With a throaty chuckl e, Olivia kissed t
Fell off the bikeéyou know how that goes. 0
black leather jacket. The blood from the wound had liberally soaked the back of her shirt.
She heard the sucked in breathe of Sophie Du
in her ears. After the | ong journey, she was
preferring to sit at one of the kitchen chai
nap for the last fortgight hours only added to her exhaustion.

Sophi ebébs hands went to her mouth at the s
that from fallirg off your bike? | thought bikers wore leather for protection from that sort
of thing.o She | ooked over at Parker and saw

h
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Al 611 fetch the bandages and antiseptic, O
room, she looked overhesrhoul der and saw the exhaustion o
back and we have you all patched up O, its b

Sarcastically Olivia threw out, AWhen did

Ruth shook her head NRnSome ®Bhighgs ivewuer c
two stop the bickering right now or 106l sen

AOnly if she does, 0 Parker said |l aughing

Olivia forgot that a stranger was in the
she been Mom? hedo@aveér rleenemppeso tightly woun

ATo tell you the truth, | 6m worried abou
seen since youéo She shrugged AWell , she wus
your habit of not sleeping much.

Sophie heard the concern in Odringyyesad0s VvOi C
there definitely is caring. | wonder what the story is between tHemeyes studied
Olivia.1 6d | i ke to make a play for her. Wonder i

ACano6t neafyyhkettedtraits.d can fix that if you want...l think |
remember how. o6 An amused note filled OIliviabd

their times togetheSit Parker on a sofa and stroke her belly in a circular motion and
she was away witthée fairies. It worked every time back then.

A Ok, | 6ve got all the stuff we need to pa
bandages, tape and antiseptic on the table.
carefully pulled the shirt over her head amdgped when she saw the wou

happen from any fall off her bikeooks more like a knife wound to me

ADo you need my help, o6 Ruth asked.

Parker positioned her body between her mo
gentleness, bornoutoéghui ne af fection, she began to cl e

stitches, 0 she whispered in Oliviads ear . fl
together and that should hold you unti/l y ou
Olivialookeddiect |y into the eyes she once adore

of t hat tomorrow. O

Al can call Doc Pritchard and take ou th

Al sai d, |l 6d take care of it, o0 she growl e
a long time ago ngntnajpathlagalnwasnot foll ow

ASure. Al done, 0 Parker said as she retr



Chapter 13

Teal gave a snort of annoyance as she gaz
adequately explained. Her attention so taken with the problem she failedrteomeone
enter the reception area. She jumped when a familiar face popped over the counter.

AHI Teal, betcha never thought youbdd ever
announced.

Teal caught a surprised breathehaand smil e
brings you to this part of town?G0CrapHler eyes (¢
hope she doesnét see you here.

The young woman grinned impishly as her blonde hair bobbed around her
shoul ders. Conspirator i aprisepyyouskhow whoelgpshei e d, fil
i n?0

Just as | thoughtécrap. I hope Amelia doe
doesndt nefeAlcttwalsleye rhe,, .no she isnodt. I can
gets back i f that hel pstent@ativelseitel backed up her

The young womands crestfallen expression
in touch for over a week. 0 Then she smiled o
she doesndét want to see me. o

nJerry, Ol'ivi acwmedhebe. happy ysuwhere sh
very strict about not | etting pleasure inter
sure when she gets back, sheéll call you.o T
smile

Jerry Nixon lookedaroundhe r ecepti on area. A Cool pl ac
private detectiveds office before. Betcha se
dondtcha?bd

Teal shrugged as she moved around the cou
our cases are quite mundandbwc h i s why you need to go Jerr
as she heard Ameliads office door open as sh
day.This | can do without right now!

Amelia walked into the reception area and turned to Teal who was spe@itin
a beautiful young blonde woma.he doesndt | ook | i ke sheds be
longgi Sorry to interrupt Teal, Ms. Smith needs

appointments and sheb6és on a tight schedul e. 0o
APerfectly ok, webdtfuwe?d i Hers hgaza pEhuayletn
confirm what she had said.

Al guess. Wi ll tell Olivia that | came by
gets backétell her 16l make it worth her wh
womanwhoha@ nt ered the room. fASee you at your pl
girl sé night out Teal . o

With a whisper, Teal answered, ASure Jerr
to Ameliads client, she hopedNowahantboilgmel i a ha
to explain Oliviadéds actionséno way in hell a

Amelia stood unmoving in the reception as two things registered in her brain.
Neither made any sense, but conversely, it n



acknowledge té prospectThat young woman knows Olivia in a familiar way and they
wear the same perfumeéor do they?

As the woman walketbwardt he door, Amel i a coul dndt st
quicklytowardher . A HiIi Jerry, I 6m Amel i a Wast, Ol i vi
to |l eave her a message? | f i1itds iIimportant |

of fice. o

Both Jerry and Teal glanced at Amelia for very different reasons.

AAwesome. Will you tel!]l her Jerry misses
heri n it? Have her call me at the apartment w
and left Amelia standing at the door like a statue. She moved only when her client, Ms.
Smith cleared her throat for Amelia to move out of the way.

Teal heard the exchae@nd wanted to curlupinaballand dief t hat 6 s how |
feel, God only knows what Olivia will think and say when she finds out.

AAmel i a, are you ok?0 Teal asked tentatiyv
reception counter.

Amelia turned to her friend arghzed at her dazedly while swallowing hard to
lubricate her throat vocal cords refused to function.

Teal took pity on her friendhis was going to happen one day, but certainly not

l' i ke this. Il hoped that OI i plenyoftvoed Hdwbe t he
about a coffee, |l 6m sure itbés been a | ong da
Amel i ads forear m.

With an aggrieved | ook in her eyes, Amel/i
she tell me Teal? Does she trust me so littleghate coul dnét confide i n
We | ive together! o

The anguish in her friend's voice tugged
Al 611 get that coffee for us Ameliaél think
due back?0o0

Amel i adsl edeswsiwdh tears as she shook her F
She obviously doesné6t trust me.o A glint in

AStri ke the coffee Teal él1 6m | eaving for the
sidestepped any athpt Teal made to stop her. She went into her office, collected her
purse and car keys then, rushed past Teal without another word.

AOh, that could have gone better! o Teal P
connect with Ol i vi éhémumherused iortemergencigsioelyyand |t was
she knew Olivia checked the voice mail regulariyink this is a fulblown emergency
dondét yaui OitdsaTeal €l think you shoul d come
came by the office and éAmelia knows. 0

The bar Amelia went to was less than a block away from her home. She should
have parked the car in the garage of the warehouse, but didn't feel the need. She supposed

the bar was | i ke all the ot her sbheenbbwrie. she cou
She slid onto a stool at the bar and flung her purse on the countertop. A few
seconds | ater, the bartender wiped the spot

you?o



Amel i a hadndét thought that ndshereaizedke ad, i n
that being there might have been a bad idea. The other parties in the establishment
consisted of blueollar workers, who she suspected were enjoying a beer after work. The
others, who looked like they were permanent fixtures, were alwhsiting at the bar.

ALady, | havendét got all day, whatoll be?
Amelia | ooked at the man and gave him a h
The bartender growled, AWhatl KKioww?20 kAmel i
A voice at her side startled her. AThe | a
ahead and make it two. 0
Amelia looked and nodded to the woman who she surmised must have just
walked intothebal. dondét recal | s efieTihnagh khdeprn 6w h edir i1n kc ar
much. o

A soft c
occupationa hazard. 0 The woman shrugged and
you here beforeéare you new around here?o

ot e x a c tplinyortsniouthwadaut tHree blacks way u
s a

Y, | d o n dvhat alamie thikg fonmecthisagpsheSh e t houg

huckle foll owed the comment . A Wi s
[
f

ANo, n
but éas |
smiled at the woman.

The bar owner gave her a speculative gl an
live in a place foryearsanmdot know what s around the corneil

Wit hout thinking Amelia replied, AGoes f o

A measure of wunderstanding |Iit the bar ow
AYep, | understand that. My nameéb6s Faith, Fa
Not wanting to be impadie, Amelia turned to the woman, smiled slightly and
of fered her hand. AAmel i a, Amelia West. o

Al t hough there was a fleeting moment of I
didndét say anything. When the driofks arrived
on me, if you like it here you might come back. A good marketing ploy my accountants
tell me. O

AThanks. 0 Amel i a silpampieafitdf@pressianandthisi n si | e
woman i s being friendly. Righrinkswithaw, t hatds e
stranger and maybe | 0hl $awgkar wbke onhaeapds
door when | came in?o0

Faith smiled ARSee yourself as a singer,
bl ood. Wedre getting tiyed ofilthebsamer eé€idt s
unt il eight . o

With a glance at her watch, Amelia saw that it was barelytfobri r t y. A Sur e | ¢
no one to go home to. 't 611 be fun. o

With a knowing | ook in her eyes, Faith mo
think toni ght might be turning out to be brigh
her hand, she motioned for the bartender. AN
are going to rock the place this evening. o



Chapter 2

Olivia glanced around thiatchen, it was familiar and homeyhe heart of a
home Ruth always sayBhen she peered at the two women at the table with her. One she
knew well, or as well as anyone who had run the gauntlet of the emotional spectrum of
love and hate. The other, wasanfamiliar as Parker was familiar. She knew only the
essentials of the makep of t he woman and for now, that F
plan a strategy. o Her fingers drummed on t he
Par ker ?0

Al have sag of Pvarikcekea sai d as sheThavat ched t
certainly hiaVen onte ecdh anogefd.nd a safe house th

breath hoping that Olivia would take the bai

h
a

weeks, but eventuallyéhy wi I I come | ooking for me. o She
a really good investigator |l ong to figure ou
Ol i vi a ¢ aughHmmP svon#éee how rmuchgyauzkeow about my
situation these dayf. And, your strategy 1 s?0
Paker moved closer to Olivia and began to jot down what they knew along with
di fferent scenari os. AWe know that Sophieds

unknown person or persons. Add to that, the man who came to Waterston looking for her
and left anly to come back. Olivia, you said that Dolly told you the man asked all over

town about Sophie, right?o
AYeah, Dolly felt certain he never found
Ol'ivia chuckled. AShe said altrangerwast ook was t

looking for a woman so he could kill her and the whole town knew. Small towns have a
habit of c¢closing ranks when they need to. o

Parker smil ed. AThat sounds | i ke Dolly. o
you know if the guy lefttownosi he still there?o0

Olivia | ooked away. iHe wondét be a probl e

AHow do you know that?0 Parker asked. Whe
eyes, she had her answ8he kiledhimShe c¢cl eared her dd&hrolad . A Ok
said trying to stop the bile she felt trying
now i s, how | ong before they figure out that

ADo you have any reason to think they wil

AWhen we heard abouti eebhse smuepdneoat,her cand etd
she fired me because she had someone el se on
that | tracked Sophie to Portsmouth. o She re

certain she knew of whaapitt beBPar mar derashedsaf
once again felt like she might throw up. She concentrated on the pad of paper and rapidly
wrote what she thought would work to their a
keep Sophie safe f bersaidsldmg tiegaper overwoOlivimo nt hs, 0
Bl ue eyes scanned the page. Al 6m not su
Parkerétheyob6re way too complicated. 0
AThe only complication | can see i1Is that
count er ed. iwbisouhbest et for keaping her safe,” she said circling the
number. "Once we find out who the new person is, we can confront Evelyn Durant and
turn her over to the police. | overheard tha

S
r e



heds t he héniParkenmwaned her h&sd to make her point, she found Olivia close
enough to feel her breath fan her face.
Sophie watched in fascination as the two women interacted. It was clear to her
that despite some of their negative comments about each otherwtdiern deep abiding
bond betweentherA| t hough |1 6d rather they didndot tre:

|l eave me out of the | oop. They act as i f 1 w
ASure, that can be organizedgcomptish. @i ||l

Olivia frowned as her mind flashed over several possible solutions to the short term

problemOne thing is for certain, I dm not tellin

knows the name. Sheo6ll freak out i f she know
Parkerf owned and pulled back from OIlivia. A F

about? Didndét you hear me say we can stay he

Olivia raised an expressive eyebrow at the belligerent comvdys the same,
some things never changeT he fsuniemr atthriee daysémaybe a few
coroner doesné6t release the body rdiogrht away.
hours tops to find this safe house you need
Sophie. fAéthings oundhérelodtl e tt aad | prwe tytow aro |
of danger to yourDparemakbses thypyoel gal @ear ?0
It had been a long time since Parker felt her blood boil, but Olivia certainly had
changed that. She | evel edevhrensinugetimasiwauld t he wo
do anything to jeopardize my family again!o
scraped her chair back, walked to the door and stared out. When she composed herself,
she turned around. nDbrgady?Pdink theyodore on
Olivia stared into the depths of the coffee ¢uphad no answer§hat is such a
predictable reaction Parkehe gl anced up and caught Sophie
annoyance laced with what she thought was haltething new in thati n one word
Parker, yes. The guy who was in Waterston was too close not to have been tipped off
about something. It might have been sheer luck, but | think the assassin is a notch above

what you might be used to Par kllgleaved Her | ook
nowébut itds your case, your call .o

Parker blew out a breath. #Alt doesndt t ak
i nformation from Sophiebés friend. o She heard
to Waterston looking for her came up dgnp think the question should be, why would
they Iink me to her?0 She | ooked at Sophie.

Sophie narrowed her eyes and glared at Olivia. When she turned her gaze back at
Parker they softened. i Ca mnohave ahyteng because o
happen to anyone el se. |l td6s probably best if
She swiped a tear off her cheek. Al 6ve done
keep doing it for another couple of months. 0

ANo! 0 Palyskoated. t hi c k

Oh, for goddéds sake Parker, stop being so
can do as she pleases! Will someone up there please save me from partners that let their
emotions rule over logicR Par ker 6s ri ght Ms .andhardayont , you Ww

your own. Like a hound dog, they have your scent and you can count on them finding
you. Right now, we need to move you into a safe location within the nextshirhours.
| 6ve dealt with the Water sttomi mppg orbdem & o we



AExactly! There's no way they know | am i
more thanthiry)s i X hours to i mpl ement whatever pl an

Olivia, forgetting the injured shoulder, stood up and winced at the pain.

Parker saw the grinca and had no choice but to approach her old lover and
gently cup her arm. AYou o0k?0 Sheddmédpped he
come any closer.

AOf course, 0 Olivia gr ounldoulddotwitheas she pur
napshe thought&she unconsciously moved closer to Parker.

For Parker, it was second ature and she
are. Why dondédt we take this wu i n the mornin
She leaned in slightly and closed hereyeewih s he sni f

n
Y
i f f e daninhyeu wo ma n 0 ¢

always do this to m&wbBht wdodgoui §ayo@?know.

Al for one, vote yes, 0 Sophie interjected
surprises. o Her words soundedPahrok droows afsa nsihlei
attitudetowardthe dark woman.

Any other time, Olivia would have shrugged off the blatant incursion into her

personal space, but all she cared about was ridding her body of the sheer exhaustion she

felt. God | wish | was home and Aneeli was besi de me. No offense |
are old news..She felt the familiar comforting arm on her shoulder and wonderetige
we?il Sur e, I could do with a few hours sleep b
Parker smiled. AGI ad vy dingthewgetoileanheny way, O
head on Oliviadés shoulder. Then she moved aw
our side weoll al | be safeésheds the best th
thesurfacel sure hope | sobwoenpupfidovei ghe, abut st ami ng
suite, 0 she said. ARemembe that O?0
A brief memory of good times drifted thro
remember . Il know the way and I 6m going to ta
without a backward glare. She was too damn exhausted to worry about the pleasantries
of goodnights.
Sophi e couldndot believe the audacity of t
had any | esson in decorum, 0 she mumbl ed.
AShebds tired, 0 Parker sahaveaedeaeinksigeddni g
AOk, go ahead and have it your way, 0 Soph
think she owes you an apology for her rudene
Parker shook her healdow can | defend her? Sophie isrightCome on | et 6 s ¢
to bed too. o
Al s rnt hianviat ati on, 06 Sophie said with a gri
ANot tonight. o
Sophie winked and said, AOk, but Iitds you

Olivia opened the familiar door to the suite and leaned against it once it closed.
She was exhausted physically and mentally. Being backae Davi s & house had
bad move on her paffoo many memorieShe blew out a breath, went in to the
bedroom that she and Parker always shared and stripped off her dotfuesl hot
soaking shower should do the trick.



The warm water beat againstris&in and she instantly felt the stresses and strains
of the day disappeaWwhy di d t hat man have to come after
She avoided the injured shoulder as the water cascade down her body. Lathering the rest
of her body, she tried tequelch all the memories of the past that seemed to echo in her
mind.l wondt go there. You wil/| never hurt me
my love againShe shut off the water, toweled off and opened the door.

When Parker and Sophie entetbd room, they stopped in their tracks as a naked
Olivia came out of the bathroom. Olivia heard sharp intakes of breath and spun around.
ANever seen a naked woman | eave a bathroom b
away and reached for the clotree left scattered in the bedroom.

Sophie, clearly embarrassed, made her way to her bedroom. Parker just stood

there trying to make sense of her bodyds r ea
my share of naked wo me nfromtherboen isfapillow thdny s ai d.
I 61 | |l eave you in peace, 0 she said as she wa

ACut out the martyrdom Parker, get over h
motioned to the king sized ftowadlyoudtherthan6t wor ry
we both get a good nightés sl eep. o

With a gul p, Parker | ooked at the bed. AN
just yet. o

Olive squared her shoulders making her br
still trust me Parker?0

Al n e v e r sheswhisppredead hebeyes caught, like a deer in car headlights,
on Olivi @bsgbdeawhyg. do | torture myselfél kn

AExcell ent, then youbll remember that | h
|l i ke a baby, right?0o

Parkermanaged sl i ght smil e. AYeah, |l do, 0 she
crawled under the covers. Al 6m all yours.o

With a gentle touch, she began making con
Surreptitiously she looked at the naked body that at one time she wanteekaled to
touch and feel. He r e \s#ldirmhnd ohgse inveirgShesaw Par ke r 0

Parkerds eyes begin to flutter and she knew

asleepWorks every timeéA memory that had been fighting to emesyer since she

heard Parkerdéds voice the day before would no
Her mind flashed back to a convenience store robbery and the car chase that

followed. She and Parker chased the man for several miles with sirens blaring and the

police rado squawking. The perpetrator finally stopped his car, jumped out and began

running. AWhat an idiot,o Olivia said as she
AHe thinks he can out run me. 0 She | aughed a
wasinsi ght, she shouted, AStop police, 0 but he

Olivia felt the tightness and swelling of arousal as she closed in on the man. When
the suspect reached an eight foot fence and tried to climb up, Olivia launched her body in
his direction andjrabbed hold of his legs. Once she wrestled the man to the ground and
had her knee in his back, she felt herself come.



Olivia and the suspect walked back to the squad car and she saw Parker lounging
against the car with hed jelgsocshesedi datwi hie
know mister, if you gonna try and outrun her

Once the man was booked and they did all the necessary paper work, they headed
for home. They would usually change into civilian clothefore they left, unless there
had been a chase. Olivia wasted no time in getting to their apartment, undressing and then
taking Parker to bed.

Snake | ike, she started at Parkerods feet
wetness glide along theuscled legs, across hips, up her belly, between the valley of her
breasts and finally coming to a stop at ParKk

tongue lick her until it rolled and neatly slid inside and kept time as Olivia's hips began to
move.
AOh god Parker, o0 Olivia said raggedly bef
Not yet satisfied, Olivia let her body slide back down until their eyes met. Her
body was one with her lover who she hungrily kissed tasting what Parker just tasted. She
movedher | eft | eg so it was between Parkeroés |
she felt. I n response, Parker mirrored her p
T Olivia did not. The lust Olivia felt after a chase was unquenchable and kdirreauld
do was go along for the ride. Her fingers snaked between their sweaty thighs, found their
way inside Olivia and remained there as her lover pumped and jerked until she exploded
in one orgasm after another.
AGod, how I | o v eheyallapsedon @p df Rarker. Hera i d as s
breathing was hard and fast, but the hand ru
|l ose you Parker, you are everything to me. o

Olivia took in the whole of the sleeping woman and felt her body react. The
memoryad t he sl eeping naked womands body made
relief. Her eyes focused dseetRanpglestlhheedsl ef t br
coaxing



Chapterl5

Olivia glanced around the kitchen, it was familiar and honteg heart of a
home Ruth always sayEhen she peered at the two wonagthe table witlher. One she
knew well, or as well as anyone who had run the gauntkbe@motional spectrum of
love and hate. The othevas as unfamiliar as Parker was famil@aine knew only the
essentials of the makep of t he woman and for now,
plan a strategy. o Her f i ngWhashavd youaomesug
withPar ker ?0

A have afewideas0 Par ker s athadruesingditgersThatat ¢ h e d
certainly hiaVden onte ecdh aanogefd.nd a safe house tha
breath hoping that Olivia would take the bai
weeks, but eventually thheyshwidK heormeh dad.kifnlg

hat f
h

t
t CoO

a really good investigator |l ong to figure ou
Ol i vi a ¢ aughHmmP svon#éee how rmuchgyauzkeow about my
situation these day§. Anydour strategy i s?0
Parker movedloserto Olivia and legan to jot down what they knew along with
di fferent scenari os. AWe know that Sophieds

unknown person or persons. Add to that, the man who came to Waterston looking for her
and left only to come back. Olivia, you ddhat Dolly told you the man asked all over

town about Sophie, right?o
AYeah, Dolly felt certain he never found
Olivia chuckled. fiShe said all it took was t

looking for a woman sbe could kill her and the whole town kne8mall towns have a
habit of closing ranks when they need &oo.

Parker smil ed. AThat sounds | i ke Dolly. o
you know if the guy |l eft town or is he stildl
Olivialookedavay. fAHe wondédt be a problem, d she s
AHow do you know that?0 Parker asked. Whe
eyes, she had heranswérou ki | | ed &hen dliela@edylmelr? throat .
onéo she sapdtheybnbetehstbelt trying to ris
guestion now i s, how | ong before they figure
ADo you have any reason to think they wil
AWhen we heard about the murder |l call ed

she fired mébecauss he had someone el se on the case. 0
that | tracked Sophie to Portsmouth. o She re
certain she knew of wWaaptg bebBPar mar déhe ashedsaf
once again felt like she might throw up. She concentrated on the pad of paper and rapidly
wrote what she thought would work to their a
keep Sophie safe for the next to®iamonths, 0 s
Bl ue eyes scanned the page. Al &dm not sure
Parkerethey@re too complicated. o
AThe nly complication | can see is that
countered. Al think numberafetOncewefiddoatur best b
who the new hire is, we can confront Evelyn Durant and turn her over to the police. |
overheard that guy at Doll ybés say the name S



Parker turned her head to make her point, she found Olivia cloagletmfeel her
breath fan her face.
Sophie watchedh fascination as thievo women interacted. It was clear to her
that despite some of their negative comments about each thirerwas a deep abiding
bond betweenthem| t hough | 6d rea mélikerafourtyearyolddndd no6t t
leaveme out of the loapTheyacas i f | wasndét here in the roo
ASure, that ,c@atn ibte wirlglant aleed more than fc
Olivia frowned as her mind flashed over several possibléisak to the short term

problem.One thingisfor certainl 6 m not tel | i ng ewRrathokgashe who t he
knows the namé& h efi@dk lout if she kows his background.
Parker frowned and pulled back from Ol ivi

almut ? Didnét you hear me say we can stay her
Olivia raised an expressive eyebrovitabelligerent commen®lways the same,
some things neverchangeT he f uner alé masy bien at Hreewve mbays i f t

coroner do e s nygightawayAfeestlea O0tdh es abyo dy o u -faur | | have
hours tops to find this safe house you neéd@r O | nodddadiathe direction of
Sophiefiéthi ngs will not be too pretty around her
of danger to your pané®s dooragain. D | make myself clear ?o0

It had been a long time since Parker felt her blood boil, but Olivia certainly had
changed that. She |l eveled her eyes on the wo

do anything to | eo Blefellherzheart haynmdr in her dhgstasgher i n! 0
scraped her chair back, walked to the door and stared out. When she composed herself,
she turned around. ADo you think theyodore on
Olivia stared intdhe depth®f thecoffee cup it had no anwers.That issuch a
predictable reaction Parkech e gl anced wup an dtariogauhgriwith Sop hi e (
annoyancéaced with what she thought whatred Nothing new inthati | n one wor d
Parker yes. The guy who was in Waterston was too close nude been tipped off
about somethindt might have been sheer lyddut | think the assassin is a notch above
what you might be used ®tarkero Her | o o KiYou ghduld really |éavee d .
noebut itdéds your case, your <call .o
Parker blewouta breatii.| t doesndét take a genius to fi
i nformation from Sophiebés friend. o She heard
to Portsmouth looking for her came up empty. I think the question should be, why would

they | ink meokedheaetr 290 Blhiee.l AWhat do you thi
Sophie narrowed her eyes and glared at Olivia softening when she turned to
Parker. fACammie died because of me. | woul d
el se. |l tés probably beshatfwhypasBhkeeawepadd
of f her cheek. Al éve done pretty well so far
anot her couple of months. o
ANo! 0 Parker thickly shouted.

Oh, f or Rpdket, &tsp bsirg koedramatic! This is a case and your client
can do as she pleasad/ill someone up there please save me fpaniners that let their
emotions rule over logicR Par ker 6s ri ght Ms. Durant, you w
your own.Like a hound dog, they have your scent and you can count on thengfindi
you. Right now, we need taove you into a safe location within the next thisty hours.
| 6ve dealt with theatltéhtaeoest batpbolklaeimi 91g we e



AExactly! There is no way they know | am
more than thirtys i x hours to i mplement whatever pl an

Olivia, forgetting the injued shoulderstood upandwinced at the pain.

Parker saw the grimace and had no choice but to approach her old lover and
gently cup her armhefYobanok®RbeiShOtlowvdppedeye
come any closer

AiOf course, 0 Olivia gr ompandcooldudbowitha she pur
napshe thought as shaconsciously moved closer Rarker.

For Parker, it was second nature and she putheraar ound Ol i vi a. #fASut
ar e Why donét we take this up in the mornin
She | eaned in slightly and cl| osebDamnhywu eyes w
always do this to m&wbhtomdosdgyr OX0 you know.

Al f owrotceneyes, 0 Sophie interjected. AThis
surprises. 0 Her awshdettssurgeootijenldesgdt hPod rl koewr 6 s f a mi
attitudetowardthe dark woman

Any other time Olivia would have shrugged dtfie blatant incursion into her
personal spacdutall she cared about was ridding fedyof the sheer exhaustion she
felt. God | wish | was home and Amelia was besideNoefferse Parkeg oy and |
are old news. She felt thefamiliar comforting had on her shouldeand wonderedyr

areweMi Sur e, I could do with a few hours sl eep
Parker smiled. AGlIlad you see it my way, O
head on Oliviaés shoul der. ThenthQ@liieeonmoved aw
our side weol |l al | be safeésheds the best th
the surfacel sure hope | sleep tonight ut tob 6 mo u nidWeu paér e al | stayi n¢
suite, o0 she said. ARemember that 0?60

A brief memory of goodimes drifted through her exhaustigiY eah |
remember. | knowthewagndl 6 m going to take a shower. o Sh
without a backward glanc&he wasoo damn exhausted to worry about the pleasantries

of goodnights.
Sophie coel dhét abdhcevy of the dour woman
had any | esson in decorum, 0 she mumbl ed.
AShebébs tired, 0o Parker said defensively. i
AOk, go ahead and have it your way, 0 Soph
think she owes you an apology for her rudene
Parker shook her healdow can | defend her? Sophie isrightCome on | et 6 s ¢
to bed too. o
Al's that an invitation, 0 Sophie said with
ANot tonight. o
Sophiewinked and saidj Ol u t yourtlo8ss

Olivia opened the familiar door to the suite and leaned against it once it closed.
She was exhausted physically and mentally. E
bad move on her paffioo many memorieShe blew out a breattventin to the
bedroom she and Parker had always shared and stripped off her dloffoesl hot
soaking showeshoulddo the trick.



The warm water beat against her skin and she instantly felt the stresses and strains
of the day disappeawhy did that man havetocomd t er meél di dndét want
She avoided thmjuredshoulderas the water cascade down her hddtheringthe rest
of her bodyshe tried tasquelch all the memories of the past that seemed to etiao in
mind.I wonét go therte. m&¥oagwi h|] Raewker &udl |l ne
my love againShe shut off the water, toweled off and opened the door.

When Parker and Sophie entered the room, they stopped in their tracks as a naked
Olivia came out of the bathroolivia heard sharp intas of breath and spun around.
ANever seen a naked woman | eave a bathroom b
away and reached for the clothes she left scattered in the bedroom.

Sophie, clearly embarrassed, made her way to her bedroom. Parkeyqdst s

there trying to make sense of her bodyds r ea
my share of naked women, 0 she finally said.
I 61 | |l eave you in peace, 0 she said as she wa

ACut oatrtyheom Parker, get over here and
worry. | have no intentionmwardy ou ot her t han we both get a ¢

Olivia motioned to the king sized bed.

With a gul p, Par ker | ookedthmklcansbleep bed. AN
just yet. o

Olive squared her shoulders making her br
still trust me Parker?0

Al never st oppasdtereyessdught lilkehaideempirecardahdlights
on Ol i vi.okgod, Why dod dresmyseklk |  k she hates me.

AExcell ent, then youbll remember that | h
|l i ke a baby, right?0o

Parker managed a slight smile. AYeah, I d
crawled under the covers. Al 6m all yours.o

Withagentl e touch, she began making concent
Surreptitiously she looked at the naked body that at one time she wanted and needed to
touch and feel. He r e \s#ldirmhnd ohgse inveirgShesaw Par ke r 0

P ar keyesbegin to flutter and she knew that in a few moments she would be sound

asleepWorks every timeéA memory that had been fighting to emerge ever since she

heard Parkerdéds voice the day before would no
Her mind flashed back to @eveniencestore robbery and the car chase that

followed. She and Parker chased the man for several miles witk iegimg and the

police radio squawking. The perpetrator finally stopped his car, jumpexthdbegan

runni ng. AWhat daxnshesldmned gndhe liddaks and aperedher door.
AHe thinks he can out run me. 0 She | aughed a
was in sight , poslhiec es,hoo ubtuetd ,h el Sctoonpt i nued runni

Olivia felt the tightness and swelling of arolaa she closed in on the man. When
the suspect reached an eight foot fence and tried to climb up, Olivia launched her body in
his direction and grabbed hold of his le@siceshe wrestled the man to the ground and
had her knee in his bacghe felt hersélcome.



Olivia and the suspect walked back to the squad car and she saw Parker lounging
against the car with her | egs crossed at the
know misterif you gonna try and outrun her you need to lose about fiftymn d s . 0

Once the man was booked and they did all the necessary paper work, they headed
for home.They wouldusuallychange into civilian clothes before they Jefihless there
had been a chase. Olivia wasted no timgetting to their apartment, undregsamnd then
taking Parker to bed. Snake |i ke, she starte
body letting her wetness glide along the muscled legs, across hips, up her belly, between
the valley of her Dbreast s smouth Sheiclosed hery ¢ o mi
eyes as she felt a tongue | ick her. Par ker
time as her partnerdés hips began to move.

AOh god Parker, o0 Olivia said raggedly bef

Not yet satisfiedQlivia let her body slide back down until their eyes met. Her
body was one with her lover who she hungrily kissed tasting what Parker just tasted. She
moved her |l eft |l eg so it was between Parker 0
shefelt. Ihnesponse, Parker mirrored her partneros
T Olivia did not. The lust Olivia felt after a chase was unquenchable and all Parker could
do was go along for the ride. Her fingers snaked between their sweaty thighs, found thei
way inside Olivia and remained there as her lover pumped and jerked until she exploded
in one orgasm after another.

ng
0s

AGod, how I | ove you, 0 Olivia said as she
breathing was hard and fast, but the hand rubbing her badkesodt h e r . Al never
|l ose you Parker, you are everything to me. o0

*

Olivia took in the whole of the sleeping woman and felt her body react. The
memory and the naked 0 ma sle&@ng body made her wet and filled with dedire.
need reliefHereyesfocs e d on Par ker 6 s | édedthabnipgessslit and s
needs coaxingeé



Chapter 6

The vibration of her cell phone distracted Olifi@am herwanton need for
Parkeb s DbFood’ly a f ew precious minutes, tehedd f or g
ensuing years and indulged in memorigsod ones. So much so, they almost became
recent ones agaiithe persistent motion of her phone brought her back to the présent.
has to be either Amelia or Te&he looked at the soundly sleeping Parkerlaarceyes
took in the naked body once again. With a sigh of regret, she deftly moved Parker on her
side and wrapped the blanket around her. She grimaced at the pain in her shoulder and
eased off the bed before reaching for her ph
Al hawemeonlhyng to say to you Olivia. The
announced dramatically.

Olivia quietly made her way out of the room and stood in the farthest corner of

A

the living room.Great, Teal being smaét hat 6 s tatbplofthedajpe @ dondt be

cryp i c Teal . What do you mean the eagle has |

Teal felt her tension ease when she hear.d
AShe knows, at | east | figure sheds worked i

AWhat do you nshes Arfidialandfjuat wieere did shda ahdeJerry
meet up?0 Oliviabs eyebrows met. fADid you ha
Teal and invite Amelia? | f you did so help n
finish. It might not be as bad as it appears.

ADb6t you check your voice mail Olivia? |
just so you know, it hasndét anything to do w
came by the office this afternoon and | tried to get rid of her before Amelia appeated. Ju
|l i ke most things in |Iife, things never quite

AThat ditzy blonde came to my office! o OI
room as she sucked in a deep breath. HAExact/]
angrily. Jerryis great i n bed and ok foterma few dates,
relationships If | were it certainlyw o u | d with somboee likber.

AAs crazy as this might sound, she want ed
doubt iniAndeltihamads ymudd sl ept togetheréat | ec

Olivia ground her teeth. AOh shit! Where

AJerry or Amelia? Ok, I know. Amelia is a

Olivia cut in, AWhat ? ShS®hes woouthad rodatc kd o |
evenifthiswereashockgi t at ed, Ol ivia said, ADamn, can:
She trusts you and 10l explain when | get D

Teal scratched the side of her head as she looked down at the sleeping Amelia.

AYou never | et 0me Anieltatand shis sl®dpingutiofBApparently,
she got drunk and gave a mean karaoke performanc®@ai D o n 6 tacc@aingtoMe
the good Sisters who picked her wup. o

Olivia couldndét help i t. Of all ethe i mage
bar wasnotSheel adghéehdemas she asked, ﬁYou@ e
Sisters know to bail her out ?o0

Al wish | were, 0 Teal said with a smile.

Sister Angelicacalledmé.t 6 s a | ong nttorcyh.a nAreeal iweh oh ehser i r



contacts are for an emergency. With her parents out of town they called her work
contact. o She |l aughed derisively. ALucky me.
Olivia sighed heavilyThat figuresSo met i mes, you just canot
vestiges of an oldfe. Her eyes traveled to the bedm and the sleeping Parkslope,
sometime# catches up withyou and theresaltwe | | t h eayesurpesing ai nl y
AWhen are you comi asgegdhome, Ol ivia?0 Teal
Olivia stopped her train of thought and shook hedhgd 6 | | |l eave here I
an hourwhich will put meback at the office for a late breakfast. Coffee on the boil might
be good for more than just me Teal . 0
AYou got that right boss. | 61 Itfttnave to
move. Goodthng she wasndét sickél really hate pu
very thing Teal hated, happened. fAl have t
él ater today | guess. o0 Her eyes flicked to
Crap,whyis something that looks like carraagvays in the mixTeal pushed hair away
from her eyes and checked that Amelia wasnot
and a bucket and molfou owe me major basdoth of you!

| e
ki
0

t

Parker groanedasarha f or cef ul | y s h o,ov&ke upeneeds houl der
youto wake up righhh o w. 0

She blinked the sleep out of her eyi@amn | was enjoying that drear@he
opened her eyes and looked up at Olidenm may be it wasnbét a dream
AWhat 6seddappéeimey f i nd Harsnihd Sudden§ jorpped teall o k ? 0
the wrong conclusions as she sprang up in bed.

AHeyis ok there isn6t a fire or any murder
up that needs my immediate attentibneed to leaveow. 0

Al gh e tc as e, haw wiRl@awdkesasked Even though she barely had any
sleep, it was deep and refreshing and that was what she needed.

Olivia smiled slightly. ANo, itds persona

The quiet response had Parker dissegctine ver y syl | abl e. A Wonot
rest? You arendét exactly one hundred percent
journey atéo her eyes traveled to the clock.

APeopl e | i ke me onl ymusteeendmbarthbthwagnevai ni mu m.
a |l ong sl eeper. When this iIs over, I 61 | t ake
turned to Amelia and the fact that her friend had gone to a bar &loha.good
signéitds not good at all

AAfter thid iaslownerd we&acati on, 0o Parker

knows, we could take it togetiplsivardse ol d t i
she hadnét meant to voice. She stared into t
shrugged. fAledwaynoéthatanounded. O

Mentally and physically exhausted, Olivia allowed her mind to fall over the
ment al precipice shedod set whlethinkBahegrr bet r a
waltz back into my life as if nothing ever happer&te took in Pakkr 6 s naked body
wonder if you realize how close you came toitnge bullet inyour head Parkerl doubt
itée f or y o u thinkd wasaapalleofdilling even after | didThankfully, you know



very little abouwwh at | 6 m doa phalElpea mavi Shewaeed bffythe
comment and said, Al dve got to go. o0
Parker, suddenly cognizant of being naked, grabbed the sheet and wrapped her
body in it. Stupid,she thought as she mentalipaclked her foreheadMhy did | have to
saythat A What abomud IS®p hpshe adkddquetyod
Olivia picked up her jacket on the chair and snorted when she saw the rip again.

Al dm not abandoning you Parker or your [|itt]l
responsibilities t hatchwithdéhddetailg ofthe dafe Imotuse o n . | 61
within the nexttwentf our hours. When | give you that i1
within twelve hours. | f youdre not éo

The unfinished sentence charged the air and hung there as Parker felt her
shouldersdefemsvel v tighten. Alf wedre not then wha

trash?0 Parker knew Olivia well enough to kn
exactly with her demands shedéd wal k away wit

ADragging out trhkeers,anyeo uolrde astluwf fd ommat hav.
person | am today. For the record, | 6d send
written down my emergency cell number . No ma
threw the small blank card exadpr the numbetowardParker.

AOk, what if something happens and | need
answer ?0 Parker asked.

Olivia nodded accepting28Batl mbght hbagdpea
my associate Doctor West. o

AA déewbwardéimmpr eWremrshesa®@ | i vcoldhard stare in

reaction to the questioPRarker realiedthat her previous assumptma b out Ol i vi ad s
partner verecorrecti What exactly do | tell her ?0

ASIi mpl eéyou tell her thatllbbontthetase you t o ¢
i mmedi ately. o

AWhat i f she doesndét believe me?0 she ask
Al 6m not sure involving another party in the

Olivia stretched and found wotkesloypai n i n he

code-mysteries of the universe. o
Parker softly laughedVho the hell thought ofthafi And i f sheds not th
Exasperated, Olivia flung a disgusted look at Parker as she headed for the door.

ATeal 6s n 828D and heicade @nalbut mighty o

A Ok, | get the picture. l 611 only call th

APrecisely. Now, I need to go. wi | | you
your mom that 106l see her soon. o

Never one to give in lightly, Parker had afinalg st i on. AJust out of
what 6s your code?0

Olivia opened the door. AGive it a rest F

slightly as she closed the door. Her mind uttered the words Parker wanted te know
darker than dreams



Chapter ¥

Sophie wée the next morning feeling more refreshed than she had in a long time.
She stretched, closed her eyes and contemplated exactly why she felt db lygoth do
with OIlivia Sant oSkehhdoawlistiact diskke fgréhe datk enysteriouss.
woman that arrived the night before, but the woman made her fedl safeemely safe.
Her thoughts turned to Parker and she smiled as she wondered about the obvious bond
her friend had with the dark woman who arrived the night befavender if they reate
how much electricity they generate. Maybe today | will figure out just what their story is.
She got up and starteldessing but paused when she saw her reflection in the
mirror. AWho do you think youbre kmndddi ngéyou
shook her head. AYou want Parker all for
shall have heo
When Sophie entered the kit
AOh good morning dear, 0 Rut
pancakes, theyodre Oliviads favorite.o
ie said, fiSounds good to me too. Il di

>
wn O

>

od. They both need a good | ong
s eyes? And, nmye dRjeer. k eSrhéeldbsv au srueau
when she comes home. o0 Ruth tur

| polite smile crossed Sophiebds f ac
good i ends. O
Ruth turned her attention backtothé¢ ove and
time they were very cl ose,
dwel | on the past. Olivia i
Both women turned when
doorway. fAMom, are those vy
AYes, I rem

[
t 0
0 mous bl ueb
ber c
her daughter. sndét she wup
her A
t

f
e l'ivia |ikes
A t “
Parker shook head. had sdrto | eave
of emergency. She said to you shedd see
Unable to hide her disappointmeRtut h as ked, ADi d she get ai
ANo, but I will cal/l her | ater to make su
Parker felt her stomach churn for shewnes h e w o udliviaméade it atear Ishle
woul d call meébesides | dondét thinliSheshedd ap
bitherlipfl 6 m t he | ast Iprgyhes loast nighthske alWbaitrcanrmed a
what | already knewShe hasomene new in her lifé do | care?She felt the knot in her
stomachdoubldd | tal k with mom | ater. Sheds al ways
mewhen it comes to Olividnwilling to explore the answer further, shened her
attention to nhgepihd eyoiwlm Geloelemowel | ?20

Sophiebés face | it up. MnYes, I had a wonde
that | feel more relaxed than | have i n a |o
A genuine smile crept across Parkerods | ip
softy.n Aft er breakfast 106l1 show you around the



Just then, Crystal came charging into the
mot orcycle making such a racket? Frank had h
AOh Crystal, stop beded. sdl drwamat Oci 0oi Ku't
Parker said that she was coming for a visit.
A ook of disgust crossed the pregnant wo
should have known. o She | ooked around. @ASo w

Later thatmorninPar ker drove Sophie around the f a
pickup. HAParker?0
AMmm hmm. o
Al 6d have to b deaf and dumb not to see
t

e
old you that we were partners

Al already

Sophiereachedver and touched Parkerés arm. ATh,
said softly.

The old truck came to a stop. AWhat exact

narrowed and locked Sophie with a scowl.
AY outwo havean undeniablehemistry 6 sai d defi antl vy.
Pare r did not intend on sharingThatyGshi ng a
not a subject thatodés open f or Hinstyatek si on. 0 S
me about you and Camille. o
AShe was my best friendénothing more. o
[

The brown eyesrefusedt | et go. HANow i s not the ti me

AOk, we were | ahantswh@dt iyofui evaadited t o he

AWill you tell me about her?0

Sophie adjusted her position then | ooked
a crush on meéshte&heiwhé damhe. 0 She returned
took me in and we became | oversémore out of
filled with tears. AShe had pictures of me a
connected and she gave me that.o

Parkerdos defenses | et down some and she p
AWe all do what we have to so we can survive

Als that what happened to you and OIlivia?

ANO, Il wish it were that eagdneeddole®ar ker bl
goémaybe its tim&hteoisaltkeaboue bérmy I|ife.ad
to the distant trees. fAShe killed someone an
saw it as betrayal. Until | called her the other night, wehavd s poken i n ten Yye
Their eyes met. AJust Dbecause you have a mis
someone. 0

AYou stil/ | ove her ?o0

Parker creased her forehead. AShedés moved

Sophie I et out a derisive bufoomwhatii You may
saw | ast night, thatés hard to believe. o0

Parker put the old truck in gear and | et
think soéshe hates me! o0 she said. ARight now



you safe. Oliviahaswaysf doing that and | dondét. Theref
her . o

Sophi e grabbed the dashboard as they bump
mean?o

Once again, Parker pressed the brake peda
, but Iramareéet tdhma youdl | be safe until the
are met. Over the years, |1 6ve kept track of
resources and skills that | dondt. o

Sophieds mind fl ashed bahefeltkhowingClivieae mor ni ng
was there. ACan6t ask for much more can 1?0

ANei ther of us can, 0 was Parkerds soft re



Chapter 8

Olivia parked the motorcycle in its designated bay within the warehouse
apartment complex she called home. Exhausted heaad,teshe blew out a breath and
then chuckled as she recalled Teal 6s account
Angelica when she collected Amelia and the negativity that the order felt about the
depravation of one of their own was unmistakableh@dgh Amelia had given up the
order, Teal had the distinct impression of once a nun always a nun. One of their own

waking up in the conventwithamgover hadno6ét settled well witdl

t heméespecially Amelia. The dochewasinhe of Amel

condition to work and Teal had to scramble to cancel all her appointrheatssee it all

now, Teal i n a spin and Amelia with .a face a
When she dismounted the bike, Olivia winced at the paneirshoulderl t 6 s

getting worse. Damn 6 | | need t @andgaeitlooked aMuagbe Icksimoald o &

have taken Parker up on the offer of a docfopart of her was wary of the new situation

of Parker back in her life, while another felt itshiigess. She walked over to the central
console and checked for the email she was expecting from her associates. As predictable
as always, her private, secure inbox was flastsmguld | look at the mailor find

Ameligé¢ choice® choices.The mail won out aker fingers raced over the keyboard

entering her code. She saw the familiar name and opened the message.

The package you forwarded is secure.
No sign of the other packageéewill conti nu
Expect imminent danger. Ofartnernowpart of the equation.

In deep thoughtOlivia stroked a hand down her clas ter eyes scanned the

mail. 't wasnot ratiletof shoessoh the nietlstairddsat sheesbecame
aware of anotherdés presence
Al wasnodt ex pecAimeng at o esteae Kyg®ia,i n a cool

allowed her eyes to wander owarery inch of the woman she thought trusted her as a
friend - she saw a stranger.
Olivia closedher eyesl wonderhow sensitive a chat this is going tq bbe

thought before swirigg aroundtofacet he woman. @A No, | came back
expected. |l heard you were partying last nig
as angry glittering eyes caught her gaze.

Amel i ads | i psl tcus | man e no chogeaaiparty brma!i nes s i
What | do in my own time is my affair! Il hop
me outof troubld ecause, | dondt need your help

Okt his isnbé6t géi ngwioielikb &realdashing againsta
wall talk. Right now, | can do withoutthat il bel i eve you have a mes

Olivia asked quietly

As if in a Mexican standoff, brown locked with blue. They held each other that
way for a few moments whilall the sensem their bodies responded to thewaharge
passing between therAmelia was the first to drag her eyes away, as she looked every
where but at Olivia.



AA friend of yourséno, | et me rephrase th
that was her name, would like you to call her. She saielltgdu that the bed was cold
without you in it.o The coolness of the word
up anxiety. Once she had confronted Olivia with the informasiba,felt her shoulders
drop in relief as she turned her head away.

Without thinking, Olivia moved quickly and had to suck in a deep breath as the
pain in her shoulder hit her hard. AThank yo

Not realizing that Olivia was in such close proximity, Amelia spun around and the
sensualovel oad it caused had her taking in a sha
thingéwhy OIlivia?bo

When Olivia saw Ameliads brown eyes fil/
understanding, she bitterly regretted her ac
theexpression of betrayal in her eyes that cut her to her hé&adw damn well, how that
feels It hurts to the core of your verybeing Al wondét i1 nsult your int
exactly what youodre tal king a bdgeptiwithdme i
what my sexual orientation was. Weobre f
both do in our private |ives, as you ri

Amel i a growled her 1rritattYoncandoDamn you
better than thateél deserve better. o

ADo you? What gives you the right to judg
preferred to go to bed with or why you deci d

enough for you Amelia? If we are true fri@ s |, it should be. o
Amelia stepped back as if Olivia had slapped Ben. e 6 ¢ whyidgeh it matter
Al have a headache, |l 6m going to take a nap.
Olivia watched as Amelia took several ste
conversationitwastheb e gi nni ng. il é6d never bring anyone
embarrassed Ameliaéif thatodés what youbre wor
Amel i a felt her back go ramrod straight.
Olivia. o She lightly pr e smaehhopmgtoquelladhed agai ns

emotional upheaval she felt.
Ok, maybe weshouldt a bl e i t f evatcheg adnkliasilen@yl i vi a
strode tcher bedroom andlammed the dooH mm, t hat wwas, shé lbokedo b ad
terrible. Hangovers can be a bitclfShereturned to the consqglélicked on the speaker
phoneand deftly dialed a numbdrneed to get Parker away from the farm and some
place safel owe herthatmuchf hen | 61 1 take care of Amel i aél
An indulgent smile hovered on herdips she shook her head as the picture of Amelia
drunk and singing karaoke entered her head again.

Parker heard her phone ring and raced out
said breathlessly.

Al't rang six times.tHe tphloawrgehtwilt i oy adu yaotu
the low smoky voice said.

Al was i nDidybuexpechmevogakeittimt he bat hr oom?0



Olivia considered switching off the speakerphone, but when she glanced in the
direction of the firmly shut door, she leftah. She needed to walk around to reign in her

anger. AFrankly, yes. o0
AWel dm sor,byt Ohowvi di d s ayfowlowdaddic al | i n t
t hought 1 06d at | east have time for a shower.
AWell, you dondét have ti nsay.andikeepthat he r ecor
phone with you twentyour seven. When | call, | expect an immediate answer and not
wait for you to answer as you see fit,o Oliwv
What the hell did | do#A He vy , I donot,sdkneelatioff Whou t hat wa

rattled your cage anyway? Par ker said tersely.
Olivia snorted like a bull in a rage, at the confident way that Parker seemed to

assume that the last ten years never happenddey had. Al 6m not in a c
have beenénever wilwl mee.soYaweltlhidrokn 6to v oluréave |
she spit out angrily. AAre you ready to | eav

Sophie opened the door and said, MnAHey Par

in her tracks when she saw the naked workiéow, naked womaare everywhere
around hereHer eyes gave Parker a deliberate once dNetrbad not bad at all

ASorry, 0 she said. When their eyes met and s
room.

Parker felt her jaw torque in anger ALiI s
facteohis¢créwshbuld have known better than t
AJust forget it Olivia! |l 6m sorry to have bo

Alf you put the phone down on me Parker i

threatened. She closed her eyes and tagulit the lid on the angry emotions that boiled
over into the conversation with Parker.
Parker blew out several breaths before she answered. She decided an angry retort
of - what are you goingtodo kilmeteswvoul d be poi nrthleéd pshed, @l need
saidin acalm, measuredvoice " Ei t her you want to help or n
It would be so easy to walk away and | eav
given me the perfect o@he closed her eye¥ou always did that ParkeEven when |
killed the DA, you gave me an outrn myself inShe opened her eyes and turned them
to the closed door of her friend and business partfideat would you do Amelia?
Abandon the innocent because of a personal arguataghly unlikely | guess even if
you neer speakto me againh at | golurlpathf obdoihgahe right thing for the
rightreasonsl n a much cal mer tone she said, Al wan
by the morning and arrive outside our old precinct in Portsmouth as soon as posdible. C
my number or one of my associates when you get there. Someone will come to take you
to the safe house. 0
Parker felt tears well upefore theycascadd down her cheekand she angrily
swipedoneawayi Than.Weysthoul d be t herleatbeys tt.wolé tdhornedet
drive as fast as you, 0 she said with a force
Glad for the relief that allowed her facial muscles to change from a frown, Olivia
smil ed. AThat 6s ¢ amdadtanmaccidentaon the wlay herg, bmights p e e d
f eel ¢hesaid with a softesvoice.
AOne thing youscmywy doumt ngns®fely. o



we o6l | need them all. When you get here |
and you are in.o Olivia mentally decided
usi ng Parlkever keto wadte rdsduces.

i So un dgPayer said as shmt her lipin thought A Oé 0

You never disappoint me do you Pagkgpu always wantto knowmore fi Ye s ? 0

AThank you for giving me a chanvcee. Il  kn
every reason not to help me. 0 She paused.
appreciate everythingyéed o i rSige.added of t | y, 7 Waredast nightlu g ot
could tell you were spent. Then, you turned around and drove back to Portsmouth. Please
try to get some sl eep. o

A door opened and Olivia watchad Ameliamovel in her directionTired
doesndt e v,exhaustionnveulddée acbettehoice of wordi Save it Parker
when you get here. o Amelia stopped and o]
Olivia |l ooked up at Amelia in query. 0 t
finished here. o

Amelia glared at hefi | tdalievét h at iyviding & strange woman hére
Yousaidy ou woul dnodét ?0

Parker listened wideyed to the conversation Olivia was having with another
woman.That must be her new love interest.

Al &m on t he p,baoweestalkwaftetwhrdsiaa scel ?i oeasBddi v i a
distracted between business and personal proldéong withher waning physicand
mentalstate.

Amel i a retaliated, AEven though you I|ied
|l really was. I't certmgelay rdeddezvdwkéel ytohui d
compul si on, o

Olivia took umbrage to the remark and turned to face Amelia squarely.
ACompul si ve, me! Give me a break! Youbre the
anyone. O

Fascinated by the conversatidtarkemotedO| i v i a 8 rememlbeo hibw she
would come back to the apartment and 1 6d al w
physical conditonwad. t 6s cheéas ehahtusted, in pain and
woman namedmelia. Wonder why they are aigin g a b o udertamlgn® thr@an
Olivia has made that clear enough

The headach&atcauseddmeliato return to the room for medication was
pounding like a thousand drums in her hee sucked in a deep breath before replying

Al 6m sure there are other talents of your
ol
[

-t O

t ood
ythi

=)

A

AYou have the nervetsay thattomemel 6 m not the one who | abel s
in the place and has to have every room just so. If | put a magazine in the wrong spot on
the coffee table, you have to move it to the
knick-knacks in the bathroom because you need it orderly. | call that compulsive. Take it
from methatl know these thingg§ youre me mber what | do for a | i v

Olivia angrilybit out, filf youfeel thatwayw h y d i dell ;hethaty ioitate
you. Oh and you ould always leave youknawvl 6 m not hol ding you pris
Amelia felt outrage at the answéh, she wants me to leave now so she can have
a string of girlfriendsover A You 6d | i k e?Theh yoti camhavegirlsiomedt y o u
anytmey ou pl ease. 0



Not for the first time, Parker felt like a voyeur and wondered how to let Olivia
know she was privy to the conversation. She smihad.always tells me not to get
involved personallyShesnickeredFrom the sound of it, siies hook, line and sinker.
Maybelcan cough or <c¢cl ear my t hr Jlelitledeviosneezeét
her shoulder saidjo ahead do iand she coughed loudly.

Distracted by the sound from the loudspeaker, Olivia realized that Parker was
privy to the spat she was having wamelia.Cr ap t h at 0Bst shelhbhsgivenn e e d
me agreatidea fiYou know, |l |l oveéthe way your mind
that? Give me a minute please. 0 She saw the
argue ok. o

Stunned, Amelia noddedeuhanically as she wonderethere did that come
from? Nevertheless, she felt the words send a soothing balm over her ruffled emotions.

Olivia took a deep breattso help me if you say anything Parkshe thought

before returning to theonversation Ddyou under stand my instructi
Parker smiled. She knew what Olivia really megk¢ep your mouth shufi. Y e p ,
| understand them perfectly. See you tomorro

chill run over her body and her eyes open wide&&d, Sophie saw meaked

Olivia shut off the connection and paused
youbre upset Believerheldme. 0Amel i a.
Amelia heard the sincerity in the words. The few seconds of patsece
exerciseds Olivia finishecherphoneconversation settled her nerves enough to speak in
what she thought was a logicalwélyl t 6 s | i ke you dondét trust me
|l was finding out |ike that? | really though
Yeah but you fnd my ways irritating and have never mentioitett works both
ways my friend Ol i vi a ¢ rheandrya dat stomed e a bar across the street
and gave a mean karaoke. 0

A hint of a smile traced Amel iatlles | i ps. 0
bar when the Sisters arrived to collect me.
the nuns. 0 Moving closer to Olivia, she plac
Olivia winced. AYoudre hurt?o

With a frown, OIlhawe togettothe datterdant taidvive ené
and we can discuss the casé m g oeedyaur heljp

Amelia felt her world right again as the previous disagreement pushed to the back
of the queueThis is how it works between usothing else is importani S u buewe

need to collect my car from the bardés parkin
AWedl |l take the jeep. o0 Olivia reached for
Wideeyed, Amelia stared at the keys. AYouod
monster ?0
Olivia softlyr e pl i edandiWweah a | ot more. o0 She wal |
and all owed her to open the door to the door
case. |l 6d |I'i ke your take on the situation. o



Chapter 9

That night, as she di scukerawidedthe t h Sophi e,
womanodés eyes. Speaking with Olivia while und
tuned out everything else. The last thing she ever expected to happen was for Sophie to
see her naked. 't didndét t adédenorathamani us t o f i

business relationshif. h at ¢ a n Bspecially@ poe-rOlivia is back.

On the other hand, for Sophie, seeing Par
notion that she wanted to get her into her bed. She leaned into the woman nezani her
all owed her breast to rest on Parkerds ar m.

Parker moved as c¢l ose tSophic mevedcloserc hds ar m
A We 61 | need to |l eave first thing in the morn
thear | oaded up. o

When Parker turned her head, Sophie leaned in and kissed her. The kiss was
exactly as she expectétdvar m wet and senswual. #AShall we mi
Sophie asked.

To her surprise, Parker said, ANo. O

She ran her fs$nlgepsalidhgstraydkeradnd | snug
|l oveéhowsthievicmeea . @ Come o neveryimnge. Almvé se you v
have to do is |l ock the door and no one wil/
Il will, 06 Parker said as she stpeedl up and
et some sl eep it wildl be a | ong day t omo
ltdés all the more reason why we shoul d s
y way when we set out. o

ASophie, it is my responsibility to keep
must keep my emotions in check. Having sex with you will not make me emotionally
distant; it will distract me from what | need to do to be successful. If | allow myself to go
to bed with you, | will have to tell you to find someone else to protect ydbatisvhat
you want ?o0

Sophie folded her arms across her chest and stuck out a lip. She let her gaze
hungrily ravage Parkerés bodWhaliwangieto i ng over
make | ove with you all night | ong. O

AThat wil | not nmagbp @terwe get\Whoeverkisrtrging o Kill

nd get evidence on your stepmother | wi

[ e, 0 Sophie said before she stomped aw
| oss Parker. o

eve

~—+
o
T Q.

you a
AFin
your 0

Now in the car, Sophkilooked out the window ruminating about why Parker
refused to sleep with heinyone can see she still has feelings for Oliwall we shall

seeabout thateéwhen | want something | get it
excepton Al stil hddwhgt wentdadsta | eave at this
whined. AWhatoés the big rush? Just because C
toéwho put her in charge anyway! What harm i
t wo?0 she sai df tsdri fdliln,g a giawln.ndiéAds her bea



Parker suspected that Sophieds outburst w
Sophie the night beford.h at d o e sall fb¢us hasto ke err getting to

Portsmouth safelyShe looked in the rearviewmimo not i ng that it didnot
anyone was foll owing them. ALook at you sitt
|l i ke a spoiled brat. o Parker countered. AHow
those mont hs?o
Al took careeofhamylkeydu,jaasSophine spat.
ABy pitching a fit when you didnét get yo
you thought you were spotted?0 Parker shook
h a

wW do you mean by that?0o

It h ought you ionelestrow didyeulmarage tostayehidden

for all that time Sophie? By finding some idiot like me or Camille to hook up with until

you grew tired of them.oOo
AStop the car! o0 Sophie screamed. AStop it

lused Cammie?Fo godoés sake she was murdered becaus
Parker knew her foul mood for the last twelve hours was directly associated with

the conversation she had with Olivi&hy do | let her get under my skifie glanced

o B 1

over at Sophie who had tears running downrh c he e k s . ALIi sten, | 6m sc
to | eave either. o

AThen why have we?0 Sophie whispered. il
getting to know you.0 She pressed two finger
the tears.dovieAldedrhehitdimeg,l | never had anyon
She bl ew her nose and turned watery eyes on
of éno one ever did that before.o

Al thought your grandmother took care of

ABei ng r es poomsei bdloee sfnobrt smoenaen you care abo
whi spered. Al guess my grandmother | oved me,
anything else. 0

ADi dnét she protect you from your father?

ANo, |l was a pawn in their cheadaganggame f or
the back of the seat and closed her eyes. AV

was checkmate for that gave me control over all her businesses. Essentially, | became my
fatherds boss. 0 She turned her head and watc
Al dondt wunderstand. I f you own everythin
the store?o

Sophie | aughed. AThere are CEOOSs, CFOO0s a
She shrugged. AYou see, the final twist in t
her own warped way, | think grandmother wanted to tempt my dad into finding a way of

getting rid of me. oo

Parker frowned as she tried to digest al/l
t hat éwhy would she do that?0o

0She al ways bl amed thhi m nfdo rwamy endo thh emr & so e
why she | eft i1t all to me. My grandmot her | o
was a master in doing that. Even in death, s
from her cheek wi trhurhreirn dghéaln dj.u siitl éwma ntti rtehdi so fa
best thing for me to do is go back to Philly



With a slight turn of the wheel, Parker guided the car to the shoulder and stopped.

ALook at me Sophie. 0 When «drpglacedahandsored t o mak
Sophi ebs cheek and gently turned her head. 0

AHow can you say that? They murdered Camn
will do the same thing to me. o

ANot on my wat ch, beyRihexgegyoutelaeind f i rmly. AT
Portsmouth for the funeral...theyore countin
thereéshe has a safe place for you to stay a
stepmot he sent . 0

AHow d you know t hato &red iwmhvy | dveeeds 0s he ha

A

woul dnodt el | me to come there right away i
Parker stroked Sophieds cheek. iBk.wonodt | et

Sophie closed her eyes andlahtatreead i nt o t
running away to argue anymore. o0 She opened h
youthough 0

r
0

Because sheb6s the best and right now t ha
t
r

ARGl ad to hear it. Now, | etdsd get a move o
As Parker put the car in gear and started down the highway again, Sophie said,

ALate, candt keep her waiting can we?0
ANot i f we want her help. o
0That sounds | ike an ultimatum to me. 0
ATake it anyway you want Sophrie, doiPmg.kder

Sophie just looked at Parker who kept her eyes on the Iraamhder ifshe
realizes howntensetheissues between theare. She leaned back, yawned and closed
her eyesWill this ever endghe thought before sleep overtook her.

Sophiesodpenedandforamomesthe di dndt kn®w where sh
yeah, wedre on our She bgkedmeandstudied thddvivedss mo ut h .
she rememberetthe night beforeShe felther cheeks grow hotwonder if she regrets
not taking me up on yroffer.She reached down and pulled the lever that let the seatback
rise.

Parker | ooked over and smiled. ADid you g

Sophie shook her head and said, Al odm hung
and have some of Dodddlos svouwmmp.ed f ul chicken n

AWe cané6t do that.o

AWhy not? Your friend Olivia said shedd t

AThat guy worked with someone Sophie and
town then everyone therethatuc ar e about wi | | be in jeopardy

AYeah,s lyoguuberse r i ght . Hey, |l want to apol
earlier. o A weak smil e c¢doshawahycloenrt rloilp. Al é

ADo you want me to back off?0
Sophi e reached over and touched duar ker 6s
make me feel safe.o



Parker briefly |l ooked at the woman next t
a decent place to eat. o She | ooked at the da
Il think we both wildl need to stretch our | eg

Soph ebs face | it up. AYou know, frias bi g juic
sounds really good to me. 0

Parker watched with amusement as Sophie finished off the last of her double

cheeseburger. fAWhere do you put all that?0 s
AAe you going to eat your pickIle?o0
ANo, go ahead and take it.o
Al just | ove pickles, 0 she said as she sn
With a | augh, Par kTeenpi tbksedaupgobdetbhegky
me . O
Sophie reached across and plucked the check dueof k er 6 s fingers. AT
on me. o0 When she saw a touch of irritation i
this for you.0 She batted her eyes. #Altés th
A Ok, but you know | 6mstemnbthel dave vanditordy t he mon
seems fitting that she pay for your meal . 0
AThanks, but no thanks, 0 Sophie said as s
just as soon not have anything to do with he
Al can under stand t heart .woa tWiht,h Paa rgkueirc ks agil da
want to be | ate so wedd better get a move on
Once they were back in the car and heatmgardPortsmouth, Sophie took a
deep breath. Al know we spoke of this earliie

importantaboubei ng t here at a certain time?0 Her a
didndét mean to touch a sore spot.o
Parker ground her teetlooked at the road ahead dodked in the rearview
mirror. After thirty minutes ofrygi wehbemehe sai
Als she that i mportant to you?o
Parker bl ew out a .lwaneherttchhelp us andidbweareo mpl i c at
| ate she might not. o

AWe dondédt need her Parker. We can just dr
we can make two months pdsyy r e a | guickly that way. o

ADo you honestly think that after chasing
suddenly stop? The next two months wil/| be ¢
stop herivoswheosait dknow it yG@litiaifSveqehto e, but w

stopyoust epmot her s plans. 0

Al bet you are just good as she is.o0
Parker | ooked over at her passenger. MnNo,
stomach for what she can do or her resources

Parker guided her car through the sised Portsmouth to the place she once
worked. She pulled the vehicle into a spot d



s h e $Nathind seenfs to have changed since Iwasherefast She pointed to ¢
window. fASee that wifndooow ?u pO tahnedr el ouns etdh et ot hw
Sophie heard the fondnéssn her companionds voice when

AYou miss it dondét you?o

Brown eyes captured blue. fiSometi mes, but
of hard to think of the good timeséan not be reminded of the bad.
Al guess | better call. O will be surprised

number and frowned when she got voice mail
answers that led®bhrb2e8r2. 0a nSdh ewhdeina she heard o&6hel
West this is Parker Davis. Olivia told me to
say mysteries of the universe. o0

Amelia smiled atthecoddn ot her of Ol i Melalbs Msi rRavi s,

made good time, Olivia didnodot expect your ar-t
ASorry, 0 s he sQliviads sdcteaestickler fpr pomptnpss ahd | A
arrive earlyo Shit!A | | I need is t o pifsSsh ohuelrd ol hefw abi etc auunst
can speak with me?0
Amelia felt her face contortimur pri se as her | ips tugged I
think the fact that you made good ti me warr a
t hen added, Al see you know Olivia pretty we
AAh, yesa$ Damg bhaténotknowingheperson 6 m deal i ng wi th
AAre you the one | need to speak to about wh

The tentative question made Amelia smile even midrem may be shebs afr
Oliviaé she can have that effect on peojpleYsgl can deal with the next stage of the
journey. Isthecarydgted r i vi ng a rental ?0
ANo, why ? 0towtd®ophieavibokagsed her eyebrows and smiled
before mouthingyh at 6 s ®airkg@gromshook her head and hel
gettingdire t i ons, 0 she whispered holding her hand
Amel i a frowned, Al h o Plwia wantsydu todeave ibnt v er y f
a no parkingoneand waitnear the inside entranoéthe library across the street from
the precinct. o
Sheghnced down the street and saw the | ibr

junker that | picked up a week ago under an
you in the | ibrary then?o
AYes, | 6ve been given your destamei pti ons b
Amelia continuedii I 6 | | be there in twenty minutes top
AOk, can you make that thirty minutes, I
Amel i a | aughed, Al was supposed to remind
it. 1611l see you @gonododBye DsradDbvsbBoot |y
Parker felt her blood pressure rifmes she think | am stupi@f course, | know
not to leave any traces behitlh e ended the call and turned t
to the bus station and stow our bags in a locker then mowatland make sure that we
| eave nothing behind that could | ead to eith
AThen what, 0 Sophie asked as she took the
AWe go to the | ibrary. o She rummaged thro
outherblondevi g. APut this on and wear your sungl a



The call Amelia received from the Davis woman was earlier than Olivia expected.
When Amelia asked about the timing of their arrival, Olivia sarcastically called Rarker
tortoise on wheelsyou were wrong Olivid 6 d c al | heedriveroShee | i ke a r
turned her head and glanced at the half open door of the room where Olivia was soundly
sleepingl half expected you to wake up when | was speakicgew you were tiredut
| think itis more like total exhaustion. Wdlhave it covered now and when you get up,
t hey 01l ISeldcteng thekey®for her vehicle, she headed for the car and the library.
Twentyfive minutes later, having found parking almost impossibiagelia
entered the library and glanced around for the two woM#ren she saw them, she
almost bursbutlaughng at their absurd garb.
With amusement brimming from her eyes, she headed to the two women sitting
on a bench trying to appear nonchalémthoseget ugs, | bet they receiventeresting
stares.Seconds later, she stood in frontof théli,d 0 you have the time p

Parker couldndot believe her epgskesithevhen she
time. She attempted to speak, but words would mat their way out of her mouth.
canodt believe /(i thopeksanloew hemdt Crla@ person we

Alt s ofmieve wen$Sgphie offered.

Amelia smilediiTh a n k s . I said | 6d hmgmirutessaadne f r i en.
| 6m fi vearkmi Yottt esoul dnét point me in the dire
you?o

A

All Parker could dowas statrd/h at 6 s wr ong wi tihHmm,? Ser:a,p 0
| believe i tbds downtowdidhthewadendt eshefsaihe poibm
we weregoing hat way, why donét | show you?o

As she smiled her gratitude, Amelia had a
woman before | t 6 si htmhme d y @ ndvdrmeetagraayore eyreither of
their names beforeAs they walked at a steady paogardthe bathroom, Amelia
searched the area for any evidence that anyone was following thleensaw none.

il 6ve been watching everyone since we arr
taller of the two women whispered before she opened the bathroom door.

Once inside, Amelia watched as the taller one checked for any evidence that
anyone else wasinsidée her e wasnot .

Al'tés safe, 0 Parker said before extending
Sophi e Durant. o

Unable to suppress the laughter anym#éraelia giggled as she shook each of the

womands hands. Al f i guBhb dthigyofuWea da eatedVs . Davi s
the bathoomyou r emi nded me of Ol ivia.o
With her eyebrows creased, Parker cocked

AnNever sawntbheor esembl a

Sophie irritated by the womandés | augh ask

AActually it isndédt the resembl ance. Hel |
would look like the two ugly sisters0 S he | oo k & théwaay yolPchackeed r .
outtheroom-s he does it everywhere we go. | 6m sorr
properly, | @ AmeDloica oWe sMe.sd Amel i a grinned as

disguises again.



filhopeyou dondt take exception to our appar e
know t hat some of the finest designers of ou
waved her hand down her body then did the sa
dressed for a night of partying.

AYeah, and | am the bl ondi@edbombshell of t
Those eyes again thaye so familiar Amelia giggled at the reparté®m the one
calledParker Davis. Sophie Durant was a litledrent  who woul dndét be i n

Al 6m afrai d arkthreelsqua mealsaddy nd a bedhe partying is
mor e Oforievd a6 s

Parker | aughed. fAYour offer is exactly wh
Sophie touch her arm. AMy friend Sophie is n
Sophie sl apped Parkerdés arm. Al am not. o

company is right¢€ébo
Amelia saw the interaction and mentally noted their body langieaggrdeach
ot h e rlet Olifid show lyou the sit&syou can ask her anyway. We need to go now
My car is parked in the furthest part ofthedol 6 m afr ai d 6fai wewhhkeo
Just then, the bathroom door opened and Parker instinctively put herself between
the door and the two women. When an elderly woman walked in, she relaxed her stance.
ANo problem with a |l ong wal k, 0 mbie sai d. AiWe
vView, 0 she whispered as she held the door op
As they walkedapidlytowardher car Amelia glanced again at the disguiséd f
| were you | 6d removed the é0 she pointed to
want Olivia seeing you like th@ she saidjuietly so that only Parker could hear.
For a moment, Parker felt taken aback by the off handed combwed.she
know about our history8he looked at Sophie who was walking ahead ofltgress we
do look rather ridiculousbut it was all Icould come up with at the last minueD r .
West, we left our bags in a locker at the bus station. We can change into our regular
clothes there.o
Al dondt t hink t heaEitherOlivea orgwillcdllectydue a r i ght n
bel ongings éedtaetrt. oh&Ehewboagain anddevermi | ed be
mind, Ol i via coul d do with somencelsheggendier el i ef wh
vehicle, she motioned for themto getfihet 6s go home shall we. 0



Chapter20

A buzzing noise woke Oliviaut of her dreamless sleep. Disorientated, she
looked around to verify that she was actually in her own hoshe waswh'y di dnét | g«
to bed?
In a slow fluid movement, she raised herself from the sofa and flexed her back
cautiously. The sharp pain in r&roulder had diminished to a dull thud. In its place, was
tightness from five stitches that she received the previoud dag.live with thatJust as
wel |, | 6m a quick healer.
Must be Amel i a, |  Wo mders ntbofeeharhiartled e r1 6 ve sl
times better than | didOlivia glanced at her attire of shorts and a cropped Natyrt
Amelia insisted | chill for a few hours and | did that her eye caught the time, she
gaped in amazement it was almosttioncle s he 6 s pr ob a bungh.Thgrone out
she reached for her cell frowning as she saw the reference to a missed call. It was
ParkerdofLrapmmbew. sheds going to crow that | ¢
What she hadndét expected when she approac
figures in the vehicleGoddamnt, whoare they? Her eyes took in the ridiculous clothing
and accessories that she was sure were a throw back to the Gktiesthat trip to the
conventoroughtout herold habit of helping the down and out$is is probab} her way
of atonementWell, | promised no girlfriendso ske can promise no charity cases in our
home.
Amel i a stepped out of the vehicle. A Hi t h
ok? Howdés the shoul der ?o

Olivia frowned slightly.More to the pointwhoare your new frienddd | 6 m good,
you should have woken me, 0 she replied | evel

Al guess | should have. o0 She wal ked ar oun
Olivia. A soft sigh of appreciation passed her
enwelope herGood she looks backtonormal Then she captured Ol i vi
needed the rest. |l figured | could handl e th
to get out.

AHandl e what?0 Olivia tore her neyes from
exiting the car. Her eyes nearly bulged out of their sockets as she realized who they were.
AOh my god | -Rlamkbdr 'bee |l Hervehdands waved over t
is all this about?o0

Parker was in a state of disbelief for a compledfierent reason. On the journey
to the safe house, shedod asked Amelia about

*

AOh youodll be fine itds the satafsbeamld pl ace

knowsincel | i ve there. o0 Amel ieaturmjowardihe buddngs she ne

Parker frownedS o, s MAmdial hetrth @ivia arguing with | knew that
Olivia lived with someone...but this woman. Hmm, | need to find out mofeo u 6 r e
allowing us to move into your plag®id Olivia mentionthatw e 6irne t r Whebh | e ? 0
she saw the car drive up to t hexabtlywherdi ng she
| hoped shedéd put wus.
Ameliarepliedcasually i Of $he prassedthedutton on her dashboard
that wouldde-activate the security in the bdihg and allow them entrance.



Parker glanced at Sophie who gave a bemused expressiarantbf eventsl
woul dndt want t o p uvétespecplly fugitiveaSomhie casually n my h o me
askedfiDo you live alone? | guess with all this secutiisc an 6t be a safe ar eé
This time Amelia | aughed as the doors beg
very friendly. My partner is a securitygégy oud1l | see and understand
*

Parker couldndét bel i ev Shesddgpdner®lAmelia a was s
Ol i ¢ paen&r as in partner?The reference to their dress made her grind her teeth in
irritation.She turned to Amelia and asked, Al f some
Sophie or myself what would you say?o0

Amelia gave her a strangedughtful glance as she considered the queston.

rather odd question realjyomm whatdo Ithink Al woul d sayét hat on r e
AAmel i a for godds sake stop beating about
clowns. Where on earth did you learn to didssthat Parker? That look went out with
the sixties,l0o cQnidvti ab eslniaepvpee dAmel i a went out
me. Apparently, she didndét understand how da
Parker shook her head attherejdi e r .  ,ivAmlhé | y@u shut your ey
Amelia shook her head inamusemén6b m not getting into a sp
two.fi Lo o k , |l could do with some refreshment an
smiled at the silent woman then backtothebei ger ent atti tude of Par
is a game between you two, | etds get It over
what ?0

Parker smiledher satisfaction thereached out and touchédme | arma.0 s
AWhat col or ar e Saoqunrd,trendfat, peck neaskéd ol ssooth2How f a c e
tall am |1 ?0
Olivia initially watched the exchange with boredom then, when Parker touched
Amelia, she felt her hackles riséou are not going there Parke s o donét even tr
Amelia pulled out every damn file shad on memory of the two women and for
the |Iife of her couldnét actually recall
height, average kind of build that kind o
see. | get the message, butéw n 6t me who said anything about
Par ker | aughyeuwald motR Olmie?™Mbess so they don
your face 0

A scowl replaced the bored expression on
all use our skilsaswe seefta t hat was never my motto. You
happened, did you finally find a decent <car

said sarcastically.

Amelia watched the stand ofbh , s h ot h awrdediesting.The Davis
womanistheifr st person other than me .HmMmdt actuall
wonder what the story is between thdimen againdo | really want to know yes,| do.

I n an effort to calm herself, Parker drevw
thoughtlhear d somet hing about refresdwamént s. 0 The
Ol'ivia. Al wonét speak of your habits i f you

Amelia grinned and turned to Sophie. @ Wol
can leave these two to argue abomtayd ness knows what . | 6m sur e



for you to wear. o0 When she saw Sophie smile
down and relax for a minute. o
Olivia totally ignored the comment and r e
She turnd on her hedlowardthe center console and sat.
This is really too much to take,iBophie thought. see that the animosity
between Parker and Olivia is still the same. | do like Ameliugh A Yeah, t hanks |
like that As they walked away, Sophieisal , A You r eal l-uyp ddoon 6yto U A Kk e

Both women | aughed and went into Ameliads ro
Standing alone, Parker watched Olivia at what she assumed was the hub of the

buil dingds security. I't was cl| eawordstbat her t ha

had gone unspoken over the last ten years screamed for r#ldaset | woul dndét gi

see that look you saved just for me in your eyes a§aim.closed her eyes and sucked in

a breathl 6 m c ralowigpg tHese feeling to surface agaB8ne looked at the woman

hunched over a keyboard agdtor the umpteenthtime 6 | yougo®& | can do t hat
Sur e | ¢ anShghearchAmelia antt $ophie laughing and smiled as she turned

away from Olivia and went to join them.

After a deicious meal, Amelia, Parker and Sophie sat on a comfortable couch

|l istening to relaxing musi c. From Ameliabs p
remarkably cordially after Olivia decided to be pleasamardtheir guestslté aly

because | goaded her ot while we made dinner togetheé8.h e | ooked i n Par kel
direction and saw her casting a glance in the direction of the closeditioery 6 r e al | t he
same fAHey Parker, why donét you go ask OIlivia
sur e s h eg@rsheranaileocskmething like that.

| 6 wtsurelwanthertojoinus I donét know if 1 6m up for
matchShe | ooked at Amelia and smiled. AYou hayv
piece is this? | donétebelieve | 6ve ever hea

Music was one of Oliviados favoriOhee | ei sur
of the few things we do have incomnion.t 6 s wonder f ul ipam@ot it ? R
concerto number two. Actually, boéeéh Olivia a
Saturday at a cl assical music faia about a vy
wistful expression crossed her face.

AWill you two excuse me, 0 Sophie remarke
head at Parkerés unswebtblag hfrlootmt. ®ry. @Al need

Parker carelessly threw back, ADondt be |
The womands fond words about |@lm wiiod made hver
one | 6 fi@oraAmelia s " Are you and Ol i vfite partners
word?o0 she blurted out.

AwWell yes, | guess we are. We are busines
share the daily stuff around the place excep
answered innocently. She was unaware of the meaningdeeny sense of the word
AWoul d you believe that | 6ve even taught her

Al |l Parker could do was smile at the woma

knew never entered a kitchen unlesgysu it was t



find it hard to work together and live together at the same time? | know it was hard for
me and my partner to do that. o

Sophie stood at the edge of the room | i st
out if Olivia and Amelia were lover$. 6 m wveroannoyed with heThe way those two
|l ook at each ot her, Par ker hasthémSha cat 1 n h
coughed and when they both | ooked at her, sh
and Olivia are |l overs.o

It was a like a pach to the stomach on a raw wound. Amedialized that the
association she had of partner was in total contrast to what the other womlertidad

what they think? Olivia and | are sleeping t
cour se t hstpeopte thmhkvend knowdlivia. Dumb, dumb and even dumber

With cheeks flaming, she stood up and walked unstetmitagrdt he door . Al f you:i
excuse me, |l need to go to the bathroom. Pl e

anyone else could commie
From her vantage point at her console, Olivia heard the distinctive rat, tat, tat on
the floor of Ameliabds gait. AHey, everything
Amel i ads response was a shake of her head
slammed the door.
Ol i vi a 0 sredtagsmgpswod ug dndiroared into the room where the visitors

wer e. ASo help me Parker i f youdve hurt her
Bot h Parker and Sophie |l ooked up saw an e
AOops?0 OI i vi wallthecgodddme ybu have tosay? Fuek you

Par ker! I dondt know why | ever thought | wa
Al need to see Amelia, o0 Parker said throu

Olivia to provoke her into a senseless argument
Olivia glared at ler old lover. Just who does she think she is, demanding like
that?i You think 1 &dm going to al |l oWwhiymki avg &ihn .no
Sophie moved slightly to shield Parker fe
wasnot herefpuétedl| somst mMitng and my question
Parker ignored Sophiesahe gently moved her out of the way and took a
predatory stance before pierci®@d i vi a wi t h her elfpvalsFor A Get over
once in your life, let someone else take lead. That attitude along with your out of
control temper is what got you in trouble te
and I will! Either you tel/l me where she is
Sophi ebs eylastbeggé@orouti me shedd known F
her raise her voice orgetangiyHey , 6 she said touching Parker
without coming to bl ows candét we?0
For Olivia, the unexpected body bl ow f
acrimonious past. 't didndét ignite the fi
sagged against the wall just as if someone had physically hivheram I to dictate to
Parker? These womerequire my skills not my emotiansShe 6 s ién. cher r oom
Sophie watched Parker leave abruptly then her eyes turned to the woman she
considered both scary and dangerous. Now, she saw her in a differei@ liglet.6 s j ust | i |
everyone el seésheds unable to stophethe stean
revel ation didndt sahadng edidhieint sduyirileeiicdindrs. goi ng
v

she said with a slight shruf.hat was dumb! From the way OI |



Parker hit a raw nerve an8helnwadlpshookherp wi t h it
head while fixing her eyes on Olivia. For a split second, she saw a bleak expression
crossed Oliviaodos features.

Ol'iviadés cold and unfeeling response was
Al need to know e vwhing, tydu knowgaboutayoudstepmotnes.a n ever
want to know her habits, routines and anything else about her. Go back as far as you can

remember and include your stepbrother too. 0
armchair.Two can play at theirgame§.Al1 so, t el | me about your f a
too?0

Sophie, with a wide unbelieving expression, felt her body automatically fall back
ontothesofal. s e e sthseabysnmodeWiih & deep sigh, she haltingly began to
dredge up old, unwanted memarie of t he woman who wanted her
knowl edge my father is not involvedébut | wo
my mot her diedéo

Parker made her wagwardAme | i a6és room. She kimocked | i
Parkermay | come i n?o0

There was silence from the room.

APl ease Amelia, we need to talk. o When sh
hand on the knob, opened the door and went in. Amelia was lying on her bed with her
face hidden by a pillow. Parker crouched beside theabddoftly said,i He vy , Il 6 m
sorry.0

ADIi dnbét your parents bring you up to unde
Amelia said through the pillow. AGo away pl e

Al wondt | eawdhmentAinlelyioau 0s pSehaek r eached oV
pulled the pillow awg . Empathy filled Parkerds heart wh
cheeks Al once was on the police force and whe

single minded in the pursuit. My partner would always tell me that if | concentrated on
the minisculelwal d overl ook the obvious. o

Amel i ads curiosity got the better of her
words. AHave you found something obvious you
ANot me Amelia, you and Olivia. 0 She gent
wiped atearae y . Al was in disguise when you gave 1

yourself. At the timel thought you were one of the kindest people | ever hveished
thatl had more time to spend with yodou seemed like an angel to me.

A spark of remembrancerann A mel i ad6 s Tlcaotn&x | whuesmee silsdv e
her before A weak smiled played on her |ips. AOhh,
me. | saw through your disguise you know. In fact, | mentioned you to Olivia. Funny
really, because | called you adnd and | hardly spoke more than a sentence or two with
you. O

Parker grinned. AYo,budawotuhrdo gttt IFe edimeg
Al saw into your heart and that was enoug
and ways, which define the peoplee i nsti ncti vely know as good.
Parker could see Ameliabds innocent apprec
eyesWi t h a nod, Parker acknowledged the compl i



see another in that ligltmelia. 6 S h e out adataokt hde womands hand. #l

around you and Olivia for what, o she | ooked
obvious thing that | see is a deep loving relationship. Naturally, | thought that you and
Olivia were partners in life as you are in businésé. m sorry i f that wupset
you. | never intended that to happen. o

Amel i a graciously accepted the apology.
think that, but you see, up untill ywesncétrday,
saythatyo 6r e wrong about me |.Youihaedtounderstandecause
how | see this relationship.o

fite | | me . O

Amelia drew in a deep breath before stari
feels Iike | 6ve known Olltlewveatwofyearsago ehenl The f a

was a nhun. o0
Anuredi d she | eave t he Pakarkeptrhéreyessteady se of

and her emotions in check. AGo on, 0 she said
ATo cut a rather |l ong and terrible story
although | was going through an inner tur moi

trusted, betrayed us, and people we loved and respected died. With the aftermath, all we
both knew was that together we could face the world and all its problems. Alonét | dou
either of wus would have been much of a survi
stable part of my |life and | think I am for
t hat oAmeliadaye.atight smile and looked over to Parker who apgda be
lost in her own memories.

fiThat partner | spoke of used to tell me that by taking chances we experience the

best | ife has t o opbnderedthé®wisBanrokadmittingwhathee d as s h

partnerwas. That will serve no purposé. Ar eafyoai d t o admit your | o0\
Amelia | aughed softly. Al still dondt t hi

is far more complex than physical love. It goes beyond that. What should | call it? Hmm,

l et me see nowéan emperaaddingomeandaonetdgethee 1t 6 s as

make the perfect pair.o
Parkerlistened to the heartfelt words and wanted to kerstead, she took a

cleansing breathandsaiiBei ng i n | ove encompasses more t
the sametimeitisttogh t ouchi ng that we convey our dee
paused to collect the raw emotions that threatened to engulfhé&rl t hi nk it was

Keller that said something likeif you stay in the shadows you will never see the sun.
Come out of th shadows Amelia and let the love you feel for Olivia shine on your face.

Donét waitéopportunity can slip tohrough your
APerhaps youdre right . O0-guatdéatshetmedéont t ook
divert the conversaton away from herself. f@AHas that hap
Parkemrefused to let the discussion turn in her directioni Ar e you afrai d
way Olivia makes your body feell?woAdtt hetbiyao
off the hook that easily fi Istt riasngee sensation isnbét itéwhen
her presence that you think youoll never bre
I canot all ow her i deas tnoyupbmngingonttence t he
church. What Olivia and | share has to be enofggtusboth.n Bot h Ol i vi a and |



i ssues from the past to deal with. Until we
resigned gesture. fATa&e you and Olivia for i
With a shake of her head Parker | aughed.
obvious®
ATo me yes. Do you know the name of our A

the sensitive subject matter.
A Y e, ado. WHMH, right? o

Amelia nodded. #AAh, but do you know what

Parker grinned. ANope, but | bet youdre g

With a smug expression on her face, Amel i ¢
Kinda fitting donét you think.o0o She smiled.

AFor what ?0

ACaring enough to make sure | was okéand

ALi ke | said earlier, tltwi $hed/Skeaachadt mer
tipped her head to the side nPerhaps after
hol ds. o

Out of her element, Amelia said,We 6 d better go join the ot
takes it i nto her head that I need saving. o

ThistmeRRr ker | aughed as they headed for the
think 1édm invading her territory.o

Al wondt tell you how | ong the | ast perso
save my honor. o0 Amelia chuherkbbmed al ongsi de Pa

With a pang of jealousy tugging at her heart, Parker thougrander if Olivia
knows just how |l ucky s shed o s havéaclhbedakeea Amel i ad s
note out of your own book O and stop overlooking the obvious?

They entered the om hand in hand. With a twinkle in her efgarker said,
ADondét worry Mom. We kissed and made up. o

Amelia silently watched Olivia at the conselg was ondan the morning From
her vantage point, she considered her optibosuld breeze by and sgpodnight as |
usually do, or | coulgay nothing and go to bed. She was so reticent when Parker and |
returnedl 6 m not even sure she wants to speak wit
looked tight when weeturned Thatthoughtcreated a pang ineln chestAm | losing you
Ol'ivia? Whatodos happened t butlbaveohm@ytveewsyr? You ha
life and® us. Parkeris right You do make me feel thinfgatl 6 ve neveboed el t bef
everythingalwayshave tobeabout s&?

AYouolal hlopdree i n my back i f you dondt shif:1
intention. o Olivia swung her chair around an
unreadable expression.

With a gentle smile, Amelia shrugged. Al o
Se wal ked over to within a foot of OIlivia. 7

Al'tés tightening up a little,o Olivia gru
to hone his skills with the needle. 0



Tilting her head to one sideetotkeal i a gave
look at it? | might not be adept with the needle, but | can probably see if the stitches are
getting infected?o0

Under any other circumstance, Olivia would have gratefully accepted the offer,
but she didndét want titheet iodrh.erisl @lol mmamaoges.t rHi
you need to get some sl eep. o

AWhat about you getting some sl eep too?o0

she heard in Oliviabds voice.
Olivia removed her eyes from Amelia and glanced back at the console. Several
mes sages from DOCO needed her i mmediate attert
bed as soon as | 6ve dealt with the mail éand
AOlivia about todayéabout Parker éo
A hand in the air sil encedinesshAmelia.est of t h

tend to forget you can handle most things. o
There was a heavy silence between them as Amelia contemplated the bleakness of
t he words in her heart. AMost things yes, th
side for those times, figt ? 0
Olivia felt her throat go dry, as she wanted to shouiti) the end of timdyut
instead avoided lookingirectly at AmeliaSh e sai d, fASure, until you
more suitable.d She felt Iofahetruthefherworddbr eaki ng
One day there wild/l be s othedilesodme.fEven Pakenis| i a and
better suited for you Amelia and thatés sayi
hate Parker as much as | once | oved hereéetalk
Ameliapusedherlips‘.l’here wi || be a time when weodll
ou what each of thissanwapprdpriate timebwgsh Packer | at e an
d Sophl dvoar emadkte lyeorue | i st en ,becausme OI i vi a
[ ke the only 6ne who ever witlily understand méi Goodni ght Ol i vi a. o
n

b
n
hin
ently placed a hand on the uninjured shoul d
k.o

cw "o o

The touch, which felt like it scalded her skin, had Olivia almost jump out of her
seat. Sheensteadily whispered, Al wondét. Goodni gh
Theratt at tat of Ameliads steps taking her e
allowed Olivia to pick up her scrambled nerves and concentrate once again on the
information on the screeamn, you get under my skin Ameliehank god, you don
real i ze |tolset yomru It GodblostEforedert hen |1 6d



Chapter 2

Sophie was the first to wake and quietly made her way to the kitchen to make
coffee. She noticed a newspaper lying on thesole in the other room and took it with
her. While the coffee brewed, she looked at the front gageeral for Slaying Victim
Tomorrow.Her hand went to her mouth as she gaspe

her. AOh, Cammie, 0 she sobbed.
AHey, chiangs ovooti ce sai d. AWhat 6s the matter:
Turning around, she saw Parker and collapsed against her chest. The taller
womanos eyes | ooked over Sophieds shoul der a
Al have to go to say goodbye, 0 she sobbed
Al dondt thintko igo itso wtitse ffwmeryalu. 0
A petulant expression overtook the anguished one. She lifted her head to pierce
Parker with a glare. Al &6m going and you canbo
enough of my | ife already?bo0
AAnd, how do | prwtéebtOhoui 86phhePpEver cC
t he areas that we &h eme esch et os akwe eSpo pyhoi ue 6ssa fjeaw
AALl I it would it take is someone with a | ong
|l ife would be osenmpjpest hleirkd i hlgetr sot®he mpha -
youdre out in the open, i1t wild.l be i mpossi bl
AHave you ever considered that | already
all these months has t akeaofrunningawayahdinot 1 ém t i r
facing up to that witch, o0 Sophie said bitter
Parker embraced Sophie and gently rubbed
through this, o0 she whispered. fARemember, | p
Olivia entered the building in stelltnode via the side entrance. She adopted
doing that to accommodate Ameliads sl eeping
was . Each morning at si x am, stbhdayslheradne of f e
The exercise helped release built upsien and she had plenty in her life. While she took
off her running shoes, she heard voices and listened just as any good private detective
would. Then she quietly made her way to the kitchen.
The strong hands that held Sophie made her feel bettegriguife different
reasons than the one Parker offered. Wi th an
promi sed, but what about my promise to Cammi
el se getting hurt. 1 0m going dhasgdkngto and neit
stop me. 0
Parker couldnot believe her ears as she s
l ength AiLatina Amazon? Where did you come u
have you know that youodre daShalevkledhdrgyest o have
at the woman. Al canét believe you said that
Al dondt care what you think right now Pa
your own stupid |Iife. Besides, youdbre only d
wor k for noe asso lyosuabyl.I10 dSophi e interjected un
Olivia was incensed. The comment about her stature and ethnicity, which she had
to admit, was a new one, along with the tone

rising. ALady, vy oyoworyou cdroleave thes placd aghtkevrandt e | | s



to hell with you! Believe meéhel Houin s exactly
hours. o

Dumbfounded, Parker shook her headtwitlh at 6 s goi ng on her eéwt
defendingmei Sophi e, i s t?hat what you want

Sophie was at a loss for words as she faced the angry woman who had
surreptitiously entered their conversatiblow dare she listen in on a private

conversation? Damnsneak Wi t h a deep breath, she | ooked
letmegotothefuer al . The | ast thing | can do for C:
she gl ared at Olivia and said, #Alf it was he
direction, fiyouéd want to do the same regard

ShehasmetherPar ker 6s eyes softened, as she | ot
towardOl i vi a. Al woul d be at her funeral come h
me away, 0 she replied quietly.

Amelia heard the raised voices and ventured out of bed as she sighed heavily.
Thiswasndét a good moveé Olivia all owed busines

now itoés bec &hmeullal orbhartdredssimgfgowa and made her way to
where the three others were. It looked like a stafifidout experience told her th@livia

wasnodét happy. AHey guys, good morning. I s an
Parkerdos face | it up with the arrival of

cup. Il think Sophie already has a pot going.
Sophie, thankful that Amelia had eased tht ensi on, sei zed the op

itds on the boil Il 611 fetch it i f you I|ike. o
Amelia slowly walkedowardOlivia and stood close enough so that their hips

al most touched. Wi th a twinkle in her eye, S

offalthat built up tension this motowardng?0 Wi th

Sophie who was trying to peel away from t he

Parker took the opportunity to approach C
a coherent plan. Do yathink it would be too risky to use Sophie as bait to find the
killer?o0

Olivia stildl watching Amelia, felt her an
guestion whirl around in her head before say
Parker.Ilneeg ou t o | ook at the information | d6ve re
We 61 | build a strategy for the funer al after

Not prepared for the jolt she felt, Par ke
hand. fASounds | i ke w@ouldlow o kreow rdorelabobtgoure t o a d mi

gadgets. 0 She shrugged and added, ARJust how
Olivia looked down at the hand on hers and a fleeting memory of how her body

was set aflame with passion when Parker touched her struggleckimowledgment.

wonder i f I allowed myself to | et go would t

take a giant excavator to finiivhat about my feelings for Ameli&he mentally shook

herheadl 6 m not going there, oftusbothihrYohh pannseed h

but candét touch. There are some toys in 1|ife
cryptically.

As they entered the area of the consol e a
genuine | augh. AYou el weys ndied eksntowd i hdonvd tt oy op
donét touch, sounds | i ke a challenge to me. 0



Olivia gave Parker a hard stare. fASome <ch
to formul ate that plan, 0 she rtenmardhert ed headi n
equipmetm, she thought about some of the items that were still in the prototype Btege.
only reason | have them is that DOCO makes them available to me as payment for any
task that they want me involved Wsually means the equipment is associated with death.
Somet hing Parker wouldndédt and shoul dnét wunde

AWow, | canét believe all this, o0 Parker s
and creased her brow. fAiHow did you get all t
touchél dd | oveetbeskse howmyhgti pno

Olivia watched the genulremembéravsealihadat i on i n
that kind of appreciation in my eyd3amn,thatfeels like acenturyagd. | 61 | | et you
loose on some of this stuff after we plan out what to do tomoRight now, we need
your planning mind focused on what to do, oKk

Parker stopped and waited until Olivia tu
how much it means to meél mean youbre hel pin
ASometi mes iitmdsx,elbsutl ilkekmdwl itt i s a moment
out a breath, pursed her | ips and shrugged.
pl an. 0

Amelia and Sophie arrived downstairs with the coffee and several slices of toast.
As Sophie wento the dining room with the heavily laden tray, Amelia approached the
console and the two women.

Unconsciously, Amelia placed a gentl e h
the eyes that turned to meet hetad @Al thin
definitely have that caffeine fix." When she received a curious look, she added, "I know
you do."” She raised her eyebrows fixing them on Olivia expecting her usual negative
reply, but there wasndédt one. "Right?o0

As Ol ivia | ooked rdskeptAaohanginberhedtlsma ker 6 s wo
mo me nt I c playédtlike @ brokenbrexar@he felt unsettled and knew that the
words hit a cord regarding a situation she needed to rectify sooner rather than later.

Because of the mental distraction, shél her guard down and said,
|l ooking out Amel ma?arendt you

Amelia became selfonscious when she realized Parker was there and moved
away. Quietly replying, ASomeone has to and
thetoastwillle c ol d. 0 to®drdthe direng area avithout looking back.

Al guess we should do as wedr d ttéosl d, 0 Par
clear to me sheds moved on. What a dope | an

a
k

Olivia glanced up to the kitchen and for a moment wat&radlia and Sophie
who appeared to be sharinga joker ap, what woul dndét | give to
|l i stening to Parker plan something then find
work.
Parker knew that the irritation of spending four houith@ut a break was getting
to Olivia. Working side by side with the woman felt so natural and right that she



| amented that they were no | onger together
Amelia, it felt I|ike a bodgsnappedow. HAAre you I
Olivia returned her gaze to Parker A Wh e n
think is executabl e, I 61 1 be fully attentive
satisfactory?0 she asked. AWedbve Pakerked ar ou
| think the first plan you came up with was the best. | think with my contacts, we can
keep Sophieéand yourself relatively safe. Th
know that. o
AWe need a plan that wi |daspossbld Thiseainas | i tt

is supposed to continue for several days and that is to our advantage. Hired killers use

one of two weapons, a long range rifle for distances or a hand gun for close up. Rain

means umbrellas, which is to our benefit since this Sham f el | ow candét go f o
shot. He will want to make a visual before he makes the kill. The downside is that

civilians might be in the line of fire and like it or not Olivia their safety is important to

me . O She shook hermihnega dan fiiGhanno cween tj,uos tLiefvye |hia
Ol'ivia. AAnd, just so you know, Il want in on
keep me safe. I am capable of doing that all

Olivia sighed heavilyParker sometimes | think you and | are on a défer
pl anet, but | dm gl.adf Tthhearte yaorue nreov egru acrhaamtgeeeds
especially in this situation. o

With eyes fixed on the furthest point in the building, Parker blew out a breath.
ASure, |l etds go with tdmtta @ptlsank?n oNe&ll |t ankee di tt
that . o

Olivia inwardly sent out a thank you that
plan is executable. Yes, 106l personally inf

AOk, sounds good to me. ot Sthiegwal ed agsilye & a e a
anywayMay be | 6imMDavrlonget to be in on the meetingq
be working with?o

ANo! 0 Olivia stood up, flexedDahmm Im@mcl es
going to have to do something about them.

Par keeyrebss seemed to blaze in anger. ANo? J
with people | dondét know?o0

AYou dondt work with them, |l do. Your pri

she doesnédét get i n t he towardthekitohdn ddorired, gadd She s a
of the break, moved away.

AThat 1 s unacceptabl el I owi || not sit Dbac
job! I will be in on the capture or chase or whatever happens. This is my plan and mine to
executel!o

Olivia turned around and pierced Parkgthasouls e ar chi ng | ooKk. AYoL
do you? Do you want me to explain wirateans Parker? If you get involved on that
|l evel thereds no going back. o

Altéds my client, my jobémy call! o0 She eye
know that?0

Theoldfani | i ar hatred she had for Parker expl
know? Ten years ago | sold my soul to that p

return. o



Parker felt her heart pierced and the sensation was so real that she had to look to
see ifblood was seeping onto her shirt. Defeated by the words and unable to stop the lone

tear that streaked down her cheek she | ooked
go there, 0 she whispered.

Oliviaodos |liqgderti wi ®ihed fiived nt® whdt fdenpdallon | wal k
my own when | shot my brotherds murderer. o

Parker felt Oliviads pain of | oss as acut
redemption?0 she asked softly.

Al &m working on it a step aAmelmastsheme. 0 Her

walked down the stairs with Sophie behind her.
There was nothing Parker could sa@livia would never accept her heBut, |
can tryilcandomanit? you to knowél o
AKnow what Parker? What exactly fdo | need
could toss you to the baying wolfs and stild]l
Like you did to meThe inference hung between them with each understanding
the implication of the past.
Parker looked again at her shirt sure this time she would see blood dbahiag

d dnét. #AHow can | get out of this place?0d0 s
Ol'ivia, surprised at the rebMpyghseshséaw th
going stir crazy. | can understand that.l 6 | | |l et you out. When youb

back, press the button oretdoor and it will activate the security sensor so we know you
want back in. o
Amelia chose that moment to shout, @AWe ha
f t
[

Parker gul ped back the emotions she el
them | 6ve gwahk. ouBhéorefhused to | ook at OIliv
panel A Wi I | you open the door please?o0

Softly Olivia answered, ASure.o She point
activated the switch that wun)] ocked the door

Without a word, Parker walkegdwardthe exit and disappeared through it.
Olivia saw and heard the door bang close and her eyebrows knitted as a sudden
chill spread over her body.
AYou coming, 0 Amelia call ed.
She turnedowardthe sound of thevoie t hat she al ways found
be right there. o She | ooked back at the door
t e t

e
areaCr ap Parker, you pick h damnedest i mes



Chapter 2

Cold damp air hit Parker sqtely in the face as she exited the warehouse. The

rain that had been falling all day turned in
she screamed. ADamn you Olivia Santos! Damn
held off for the betteraut of the last four hours finally cascaded down her cheeks as she

|l ifted her head to heaven. fAHow d&wwihgd you eV
t hat you kil l edowadd heobhe?d ds mgdsaicdamer a. nlf

Olivia, tell me why? Why did you ruin everything and then walk away like it meant
not hing?0 She ext owaldedeheammrdd| aFtichggou! o
She looked down the street and saw the blinking lights of a bar about a half block
away. fAYeah, a gbad ¢$tineeddoi nk i
By the time she walked to the bar, Parker
blast of air along with the heady smell of beer greeted her when she opened the door.
Once her eyes adjusted to the dim light she looked around. It was likeotiveryar she
had ever been in; wooden chairs arranged around tables that were dark and probably
sticky to the touch.

She took a seat at the bar and instantly
be?o0

AWhat ever you have t o aitlwithoatloakimgup. t he pai n,

The reply was a throaty chuckle. dAWell Kk t
i n. o

She lifted her eyes and gazed at a tall brunette woman with laughing green eyes
staring at her. ALove gone wraywygébyokepibé&ar
they all apply.o

Al 6ve got just the thing. o

When the woman came back, she sat a shot glass and a bottle of beer in front of
Parker. With a practiced touch, the woman filled the glass with Cuervo Gold.

ASo, this wil |l cdurrherpooket, fouhdatif® and Bid ieonf i s h e
the bar. ARKeep 6em coming unti.l this runs ou
lips.

AAre you driving?06 the woman asked

ANope, 0 Parker said as her eyegoucaptured
one, 0 she said as she downed the tequila. #fl
me, 0 she said as she | ooked around the bar.

The womandés | augh was genuine as she pour
custoner s in the middle of the afternoon, 0 she
factory a couple blocks down ends a shift, I
Fait h, I own the place. Donbét believe |1 d6ve e

AWel It hat s because | 0ve never Dbeen in hel
a swig of the beer. Al &dm Parker. o

ASo, Parker, tell me about this guy that

The sneer that crossed Pasrtlhmeaked f ace di s a
AThat 6s funny, 0 she sai dtowaRthebottee| d up her gl

Fait poured another and watched as Par ke

t hin

h
g to eat today?o0



Parker rubbed her eyes before she shook her head whislt$tex stomach

protest at being empty. fADo you serve food h
beer. She held the bottle and shook it. HAANd
Faith pulled a Corona from under the bar and opened it before giving it ta.Parke
AWe dondét serve food, but we do have a | ovel

t hough. 0

Parker | aughed. #Al 6ve had all the nuts 1|20
AHey, since no one iIis here, lycsawwamt tthe gort

Once again, an wunadulterated | augh fill ed
that éwhodd mind the store?o

AYou own the place. Close it for an hour
pocket AHere, 0 she d1&i daput tAiTrhg sa wwvwdd onforlei
business you might | ose. 0

Faithds eyes gave the woman across from h
of fer, but ébo

Parker interrupted, ANo buts just go with

For a long moment, Faith just looked at Parker wslile debated the wisdom of
closing her bar. ALet me see I f | can find vy
of cold cuts in the frig.o Faith started to
immediately grabbed it.

ALeave it. whlh IIém Yyomekmow

In a few minutes, Faith returned and placed a paper plate with a sandwich in front
of Parker. fASorry, ham and cheese is all/l I h
Al 611 even throw in a bag of chips. o

AHow generousup Phekmonpyckepdthe bar. nTa

Altéds on the house. o

Parker nodded a thank you before taking the bottle and pouring liquid into two
shot glasses and picking one up. AHerebs to
tequila. Thensheook a bite of the sandwich, and smil
bar in. .. .0

Olivia sat down at the table without a word. Her mind filled with thoughts of
Parker Why did she really want to go out? She was acting weird those last few minutes
t h afor8ure Damn, but she always did take the waltdeveryone in it too seriously.
That s why shedés in the wrong profession. Sh
t hereénot Par ke 8Bhe gazed at Soplieaand shodsdh endisoeea. pr i

example of why Parker shouldnét be in this |
trouble with a capital T. I hate people with
themselves.

AW | | Parker be joining us?0 Sophie asked
looked across at Amelia who was sitting next to Olivia.

Amel i a shrugged then dug her arm into Ol

guestion are you going to answer her?0 A swe
heat of the glare from Olivia.



ASodr was preoccupied. No, she sent her arg
nowéwent for a breath of air.o

Sophi e gave a petulant scowl . fADamn, | ma
sweet tooth, but then you knowet hat vdowmdd vyo

know that. o

Amelia raised her eyes at the revelation, but instead of commenting picked at her
salad instead. Her mind churned, desperate to ask several pertinent questions.

Oliviabds hadé&ahés mosk.| i ke ypoiledb&8bphi e | t
and right now | think youdre morikervice danger
dropped to a quiet menace. Al did know that
counts. o0 She placed some of the <ayad on he

Sophie felt a chill go down her back. The cold, blue gaze that caught hers for a
few moments dropped to dissect the food on h
take a nap. o0 She stood up and leeéfdt blaktednot b

r

AThat was great, thanks, 0 Parker said wit
listener, because | have a story for you. She eyed Faith, who smiled gently in
encouragement and continued. ATen yae&lars ago
t hought it was over. o

ABut, it wasnot. o

A Oh, I kept tabs on O6s whereabout s, but
brought us together again four days ago. Then bam, like a shot in the gut, all the old
emotions and feelings bowled me over. o

Faithpoured Parker another shot and watched as the woman across from her
downed it i n one gulp. AWhat did he say?bo

Parker | aughed and shook her head. #AThere
took the | ast bite of the sandwich, shrugged

Faith said, fiOuch that must have been har

AYeah, once | realized I hadnodot resolved
pierced my heart all over again.o Parker | oo

good song will you dance viit me ? 0

For a moment, Faith didndét Kk
Parkerodos forlorn eyes for her t
song and not a sad one. o0

Parker stood in front of the jukebox with its flashing btigghts and looked over
the selections. She chose three songs and turned to find Faith standing behind her. When
she folded her arms around the woman, Parker felt the sadness she refused to
acknowledge overwhelm her. As they moved in time to the muga;lsked her eyes
remembering how two nights earlier Olivia laid next to her rubbing her belly. When the

now what t o s
o make her mi

musi c changed and Roy Orbison and kd | ang be
close again seemed to engulf her. She moved away from Faitbaked down to see if

her broken heart was bleeding. Al édm sorry, o
cry, it never seems to be enough. o

AHey, i1tds ok.o0o Faith pulled Parker back



The woman holding herallevd Par ker to hide the tears.
much | missed being with her, 0 she whispered
shoul der. fAThank you, 0 she whispered.

Faith pulled back slightly and smiled bef
cheeki No one here is going to judge you so0 go

Neither Amelia nor Olivia spoke, each contemplating several tumbling thoughts.

Al guess she has a sweet tooth tooébod

AéLook, I was going tthesaneltrhe. you, 0 they bo
Olivia pushed away her plate. Al think it
It would have been so easy for Amelia to

to mention that Parker was that close afrighé r haps s hedétsh ey lod e | totvae:
kind of body language&he mentally shruggedfter all, | might be reading more into

that as others heewithmea nd Ol i vi ads | iving together. The
means, knowing Olivia as | do it must hatdeastbeen a seriousigndshipii Y o u

should eat Olivia, 0 she whispered softly. fAY
then I mplementing them requires nourishment.

Olivia felt her throat constrict as she triedtore@yn e 6 s gi ven-ouhe anot h
of jail free card. Hoomany more are you going to give me
justnotworthiti Thanks Mom, 0 she replied. Wi th a def
back and began to munch on a lettuce leaf.

Al dm going into the off i ceofmylklierds af t
forward so that | can be at the funera

Olivia swung her body around to wit
dangerouséyoudre not going! How can |
wel | as them?o0

Amelareard the panic rise in her partner 6s
become my keeper Olivia. I 6m going. |1 o0m perf
support these people and pay my respects. Yo

AFor gkddAmelia, this isndét a family picn
responsible for saving people from themselves. This situation is fraught with untold
dangers and 1611 be damned i f 1 édm going to |
t hat ét hadt svwhoemasnp,i t out .

Amelia hackles rose at the reference to her old profession, but heard the bitterness
at the end of the sentence. AWhat exactly d
gave away another of your sermeyoetaedabouet hat s
Maybe cared is the wrong wordéyou might sti
|l hit the nail on the head Olivia?o

Olivia wanted to strangle Amelia. Instead, she stood up and walked to the other
end of the roomt:t ®Phr#demét omeme &bdo, but not
can you continue to love someone when they betray you and waoetayed your
heart ?0

Amel i a heard the pent up pain of years go
you tell me . 0

0
h
I



AWhat wi | ktly?lfh shéd same of ehe vaeight | carry on my back in the
form of a confession, I 611 feel l'ighter. Giwv
met that | didndét need a shrink and that sit
Al n e vtevouldshat ioghare your pain with a friend, one who cares about
you, might make you feel |l ess al one. Il think
anyone in because youodre afraid that if you
Par k er .nowwhdtshe @id or you perceive she did to you, but | will never
knowi ngly hurt you. You have my solemn pr omi

and allowed her love for her friend to show.

Olivia felt the gentle entreaty and knew the truth behinduels. It is too late,
toodamnlatei Par ker was the one who told the polic
told her in confidence as a lover shares secrets with someone they love and trust. She
chose not to keep my seweét éandwabBenhhthéwnsar

her until the other day. o

Wow. Now | understand the body chemistry they havevehate kind of
relationship Al f you had seen her i mmediately afte
Amelia asked quietly.

Aferallookappar ed i n Ol iviabs eyes AThere woul
|l 6d have shot her |like I did my brotheros ki
worse of my actions because of what she did.

AWhat happPaekder 20 Amelia was intrigued
Oliviabdos | ife that she had been unaware.

A defeated air surrounded Olivia as she sank into the nearest chair at the table.

AShe committed the worse sin pomsupiolthbe i n t he
authorities without giving me the chance to do it myself. From what | heard later, they
made her | ife hell. Somehow she survived it

AWoul d you have turned yourself in?0 she

A No t he scum degasehimvHe dobbedvmes ofymly ibrotherd
return the favor and took his I|ife. Donoét

e n

bi ble o yours. o Oliviabs words rang with po
Amel i ads heart bWha ®lwia didanran dctof révengeoshatdened
both their lives. Does she understand that or is she still so angry with Parker that she
candt see anything but filhatgau?® sist 'ags hared tti anet e
happened to Parker would have madelyaaip py . 0

AYeah | was happy. The place where | was
mode. | have to hand it to her though. It took some guts to ask me for help. If the
circumstances had been reversed, Il woul dnodt

Al k hyyoou should tell her that and tell he
did with her I|ife after you effectively dest
deserves that Olivia?0 Amelia smiled sl owly
sho der. Al d&m proud f how youbve turned your
are today. o

Olivia felt the words keenyA me | i ads ri ght , |l did destroy
talk with Parker and tel] her at hdAtmel Aadsoon
words hel ped her achieve wha$Shdaes dlelsowiedhd om
to forgive myself and get on wiHehhardy | i fe. |

f
a
0



touched the fingers on her shoulder and rested there for a fewemsnT Hanks. | guess

talking to a friend isnbét so bad after all . o
Amelia chuckled softly. Al -pdesasefdt. Now
Olivia sighed and gave her friend a grate

and Mighty took that desseatway . | was | ooking forward to a
Al 61 1 bring you some when |1 &d6m done at t he

pushed the salad plat@wvardOlivia.

When other customers began to come in for an after work drink, Radkeher
seat at the bar and keptherglassfalbr t en year s, | 6ve carried ¢
her. Olivia decided that it was over and that was all there was Tthé vision of the day
that ended her happiness filled her consciousness.

*

AHoowoul d you do this to me Parker?0 Olivi

in handcuffs. Al trusted you and this is how
With tears streaming down her cheeks, Par
choice. You know meéyou know me. 0
ANotmarnegy, 06 Ol ivia spit out. Al never want
dead. 0o
She stood at the window and watched as the officer escorted Olivia to the squad
cad. tmmld you that 16d teldl the police i f yol

believe ne 0 By the next day, the story that Parker had sold out her partner for a slimy
DA who deserved to die spread throughout the departingmt became persona non
grata.

On several occasions, she tired to visit Olivia at the jail, but no one would allow
her visitation. She waited for the trial in hopes that she could see and speak with Olivia,
but there wasnodét a trial. From what |little s

When the first friend Parker made when she began on the police foree jban
rest of the department in giving her the cold shoustherwas determined not & it
affect her But, after a month of the silent treatment along with finding feces in her locker
or on her car each day she went to work, she quit and moved baekfaom

It was two years before she took a job in Philadelphia as a private investigator.

During that time ahome,she used all her resources to find Olivia and came up empty

with every turnWhen she received a mysterious note that simply said cdhisct

number and your search will loeer,she took the message as a hoax. Yet, over the next
weekher mind kept coming back to the note. Al
hell I'll give it a shot!"

The rest was history. Now as she dialed thegpei instigator's office number and
held her breath. When she heard the familiar voice on the recording say, Aderton and
Associates, |l eave a message at the beep and
finally back physically in her life again ands$hime she wasn't going to allow her to
leave!

*
t time | saw her

AnThat w a S , 0
d check out t hat c hu

S W
her watoch. il

t h a she
S I rch. o

e |
hou



Strong hands gr adtbosvaandlet me bringyonsomé et t e
coffee, 0 a soft voice said. fAnBesides, i1itods r

ANot a problem, 0 Parker said with a wave
She gave Faith a quick kiss on the cheek. AT
AYorueb a great dancerécan | come back someti m

Faith smiled. AYou get over her first.o

When rain started pelting the metal roof all the walls reverberated magnifying the
sound. Sophie heard the bBoemdgame allaoreg @i m
you worried?o9

Olivia avoided | ooking at her. ANoO, | 6m s
cemetery. Parker i s a master tactician and s
needs to be certain that everything goesacoogdi t o pl an t omorrow. 0

No sooner had Parker left the bar then, the clouds opened wide and a cold rain
poured down. With a shivering body, she stood close to the building near the door she
went out four hours earlier and pressed the button.

All eyes turnedowardthe control center when a loud buzz echoed throughout the
warehouse. fAl bet thatdéds her now, 0 Olivia sa
activated the camera aimed at the door. Her eyebrows creased as she saw Parker huddled
next to thke adopmut , MYslhe said as she pointing
button then, with cat like ease, pulled a blanket off the back of the couch and hurried
towardthe door.

APar ker where on earth have
likeadrowed rat. o She took the bl an

AStop it,o Parker shouted as
putting on a show so the others Nk youodr
clear on morettan one occasion over the last four days exactly what you think of me, so

Vv
I

stop this holiethant hou cr ap! Ah, Il know, itdés for the
youdbve become! 0
ASuit yourself | dondt need this from yol
A G at,eve agree. Now get away from me and go back to playing housie with the
nun. 0 Parker | ooked around and noticed that
not here. Does she make you hot and bothered
youéenow how much you enjoy frequent fucks. Y
am in bed, donot What would a virgin 1|1

you

|l i ke you satisfied?0 Parkeroés eyes widened.
beltwi t h a virgin!o she growled. fAJust | eave m

From her vantage point on the couch, Sophie listened to the heated exchange and
had to keep herself form going to the aid of
toldher to stay put scared her so much that sh
furious Olivia came back into the room, Sophie gave her an open mouth expression.
dondt care what s heShdgsioedup &and giereg atOlivig. t o Par ker
A Whesr ePlar ker , 0 she demanded.

Aln her room. 0O

AWhat did you do to her?0



ANot hing. o
As Sophie pushed past the woman she mutte

Sophie didnot knock, but opened the door
and soaking wet okatatP arokie ro [baowihs .e fslod t | y sali

of those wet clothes. o

ANO, | 6m ok. 0O

ADonét be silly.o0o With great care, Sophie
her off with a soft, fluffy towel. ACome on,

Even under the bl&ets, Parker still shivered. Desperate to help, Sophie began
looking in the drawers and in the closet for an extra blanket.
ATheydre in the linen closet, o a | ow smok
Startled, Sophie turngdwardthe voice and saw Olivia standing in the doayw
ACan you get oneéshe was soaked to the bone
ASure. o
While waiting for the blanket, Sophie sat on the edge of the bed and rubbed
Parkerd6s body. fAAre you feeling any war mer ?0

AAéa | ittle, o0 Parker chasert ered as she pul
AWebre getting you another blanket. o0 Soph
nearly jumped out of her skin. @Al didndt hea
breath.
Al brought two.o0o Oliviads eyes.Sheurned to
finally said, ALet me know if you need anyth
Sophie | eveled her eyes on Olivia and pi e
your fault, o0 she said between clenched teeth
AANnd, | 6 m g i she wamts to go out imthelranrthe daly thefore a big
job and get drunk it has nothing to do with
Al't has everything to do with you and you

|l eave and close the door behind you. o
Olivia stood in the doorway debatiifgshe should dismiss Sophie and be the one
tohelpParkerShe doesné6t want me to hel péher new gi
Sophie turned away from Olivia and spread the two blankets over Parker. When
she heard the door close she stood up, uséldesrawled in next to the still shivering

woman and pulled her c¢close. fAThere, do you f

AYes. O

Al once heard that this is how peopl e who
warm, 0 Sophie said as she rubbed her hand up

The two women |l ay c¢close until Par ker fina
Parker whispered.

AAfter all youbve done for me, I dondt ne
you for a change. 0

AGuess | wild/ have a | ot of apologizing t

firTo who?0o
Aol ivia for oneél should never said that






